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PREPACE. 



1 have been many times asked to publish some 
Sermons, and now offer these to my friends, and 
the public. 

They are not re- written for publication, but are 
printed from the manuscript used in the pulpit. 

I have been guided in their selection by a desire 
to choose such as are not what is called ecclesiasti- 
cal, but rather set forth the great principles of 
Christian life. 

Any profits which may arise from the sale of 
this edition will go towards paying the debt in- 
curred by the Renovation of St. Luke's Church. 

H. J. 
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SPECIAL WAENINGS. 



Adtent. — Isaiah, xl., 3. 

" The Toice of him that crieth ui the wilderness, prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert an highway for 
our God." 

This world is well called one of preparation for 
the another. There is not an event without its in- 
fluence, for good or evil, upon our Christian life. 
There is not an hour without its message from God, 
whether we perceive it or not, reminding us of what 
He has done for us, telling us of His presence, 
and warning us to expect fuller revelations of Him- 
self. 

The chief fact which concerns us as Christians is, 
the life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
continually calls our thoughts heavenward, making 
our pleasure honest, our burdens light, and our 
work possible. Therefore, the first aim of 



2 SPECIAL WARNINGS. 

Christian is to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whom we have the true life, and from whom we 
receive power to conduct our own. 

We are aided in our efforts to receive Him by 
many things. First, there is the Scripture which 
testifies of him. Then there is the common 
prayer of our Church ; in it we may realize the 
blessing of his promise that where two or three are 
gathered together in His name, there is He in the 
midst of them. We are also mysteriously helped 
and comforted by the Holy Communion, wherein the 
faithful are one with Christ, and Christ with them. 

But beside the familiar machinery of grace, 
prayer, praise, the reading of the Word, and the 
Holy Sacrament, in all of which we commune with 
God, and God with us, He speaks to us at divers 
times and in sundry manners, but still surely rich 
with meaning to those who have eyes to see, and 
ears to hear. We are sore let and hindered in 
running the race that is set before us, and therefore 
He raises up His power, and comes among us in 
many ways, often unlikely and unexpected. I will 
try and draw your attention to-day to the value of 
these special warnings. 

And I take the ministry of John the Baptist as a 
general type of these strange summonses, which come 
from mthoui the circle of Church routine, which 
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rise above the familiar pleadings of the Bible and 
doctrine of the Scribes, which break in upon the 
monotony of religion, and the dull round of life. 

John the Baptist was a real and terrible appari- 
tion in his day. The sleeping priests and people 
started to their feet at his cry, confessing their sins 
He sent an electric shock of penitence through the 
Church and the nation, embracing in its circuit the 
king on his throne, and the harlot in the streets. 

And what he did at one stroke for an whole 
people, has its repetitions and echoes still, more or 
less general ; sometimes flashing through the whole 
country, sometimes breaking in upon the history of 
a quiet home, sometimes crying aloud to one man 
with pointed personal application. These sum- 
monses are now given by startling events, more 
than by individual men. But they may well be 
compared to voices in the wilderness ; coming with 
sudden and terrible force, often wrapped in mystery, 
and bearing a message which is felt to be from God. 
Among such general summonses as we have heard, 
I may mention the Indian Mutiny, It has now 
died down. But what a cry from afar it sent 
through the land! When the first responsive 
shout of rage and retribution had been for some 
time raised, and men began to think as weHL \ft 
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threaton, how deep and general was the sense of 
liumiliation ; how shameful the reflection that we, 
so proud of our freedom and our faith, had made 
our rule so hateful to our heathen fellow-subjects as 
to drive them, after many years of intercourse, into 
a mad struggle to destroy the Christians from 
among them as the people who were the curse of their 
country ! 

That was a voice iu the wilderness which has 
happily not been unheeded. It did not end in a 
mere ecclesiastical spasm of national humiliation^ 
but has led to a juster, more considerate English 
rule over our now silenced heathen fellow-subjects ; 
and an honester, more high principled, and purer 
life in those of us who bear authority among them. 
God grant this may continue, and prevail to the 
practice of more godliness in those who command, 
and a growing respect for our faith and works in 
those who obey. 

But, to look closer, we many of us remember a 
sudden special warning, which came with terrible 
force to this very spot in the centre of which your 
church stands. Was not the visitation of cholera 
felt to be a cry to this place, like that of John the 
Baptist, " Kepent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand !" How were the drunkards sobered, and 
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the profane silenced ! H<yw many a mouth uttered 
the long neglected prayer! How many a hand 
opened the long forgotten Bible ! How many a 
knee was daily bent in the long forsaken church ! 
The scene within this building was not unlike those 
which marked the summons of John. Numbers 
came day by day confessing their sins, and crying 
to the G-od of John the Baptist to deliver them 
from the scourge, and to tell them what to do. 
They were startled by no mere reed shaken in the 
wind, no messenger in soft raiment, no mere pro- 
phet ; but a present spectral herald of God's wrath 
a^inst impurity, intemperance, fearfulness, and 
defiance of his laws of life. 

We may well ask here what has been the result ? 
Have the cowards, who sought to flee from the 
mysterious wrath to come, attached themselves to 
Him of whom John the Baptist taught ? Or were 
they merely frightened and excited, like the people 
who confessed their sins on the apparition of 
John the Baptist on the banks of Jordan, and 
then, a few years afterwards, crucified Christ on 
Calvary ? 

I fear that very many of them have gone back, 
and put Him to open shame. They had a mere 
flash of penitence, and then they sat down ag^alw 
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in darknoBB and the shadow of death ; letting the 
old dovil of drunkenness and impurity drag them 
down into the old careless unclean life that now 
courts the visit of pestilence once more. 

It is true that much was done for the place from 
outside. Much of what is called sanitary improve- 
ment was accomplished, and is still effective. But 
satiitary improvements do not save souls. A man 
may take the best measures to protect his mere 
animal life, and yet neglect that Spirit which alone 
can make him live as a member of Christ, a child 
of Ood, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Hoavon. 

Bucli a message this place received might 
have taught us to look up to Him who causes, not 
only the birth of the body, but the birth of the 
sotil. It was a message teaching something more 
than drainage, temperance, and ventilation. It 
tatight the necessity of these things ; but it warned 
us also of the presence of one who is Lord of the 
s])irit as well as Lord of the flesh. 

But there are many summonses, strange voices 
from afar, sharp and unexpected, which visit fami- 
lies. A family has lived long in drowsy comfort. 
The elders have administered its affairs with punctual 
success. The young have grown up simple and 
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careless ; with a vague expectation, whenever they , 
have thought d.t all, of finding the world a pleasant 
place, with some easy respectable occupation, and a 
good deal of enjoyment. All at once some crushing 
trouble brings the fabric of their happiness to the 
ground. Some heavy commercial loss, made worse 
by confident improvidence. Some great offence of 
one of the family, which lays shame upon their 
name. Some sudden death, which strikes down the 
head in the full maturity of guiding wisdom and 
successful work. Some sickness, which cuts off 
half the circle at a blow. 

Each of these is a special warning, which, 
though perhaps it stuns the survivors for a while, 
leaves them with a new sense of labour and life. 
The old easy prospect is demolished, and they have 
to face the world and its ways in quite another 
state and mind. The message is from God, able, if 
they will receive it, to draw them closer to Him ; 
but able also, if they fight against Him, to drag 
them lower down into the ranks of those who 
suffer because they rebel. 

There are, moreover, individual warnings, in 
which the voice speaks. to the heart of a man, but 
is unseen and unsuspected by others. Some inci- 
dent, unnoticed by the rest, pierces him to the 
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quick. Something which addresses his affections, 
his spirits, his conscience. All at oUce the whole 
colour of his life is changed. A stray word dropped 
by an acquaintance in common talk ; a sentence in 
a newspaper, or a book which is idly read; a 
narrow escape ; a secret disappointment, or temp- 
tation, makes a sudden revelation of his own 
conduct and motives. He is not what he was. 
The stagnant air of his life has been parted by a 
flash from heaven. The bolt strikes him home. 
He has heard the voice in the wilderness ; a call to 
thought, exertion, repentance, fresh from God Him- 
self. 

There are some here whose experience tells them 
nothing of all this. They have never been tried 
and taught at first hand. They know nothing of 
those strange, fitful touches, which come from the 
unseen, echoes of the herald's cry who tells us that 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand, that it is no 
mere appropriate subject of a sermon or religious 
book, but a fact which forces itself upon them with 
burning importunity. There are some who know 
nothing as yet of all this. 

But there are some who do. That sharp sorrow, 
that bitter disappointment, 'which came like a 
cloud over your life, though you did not betray its 
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presence to another, was a special warning. That 
hairbreadth deliverance from death, when the stone 
or the wheel missed you, or when the footgrip gave 
way, and your heart came into your throat ; that 
was a warning. So was the narrow escape from 
the commission of a shamefril deed, or a shameful 
exposure; when your soul sickened afterwards to 
think what might have been the case with you; 
when you were delivered from a mistake or reproach 
which would have marked you through life. 

These were voices from afar telling you how thin 
is the shell of the ship in which we sail ; how close 
we are to the great mysteries and changes, even 
when all looks plain and safe. 

And they are true advent warnings. They teach 
us of His nearness, who is the true King by whom 
all things are judged; whose last appearance is 
closely connected with His first ; who is now unseen 
by many here, but is the same Jesus that He was, 
raising dead souls, opening blind eyes and dumb 
mouths, healing sores, and wiping away tears, by 
the word of His grace. 

And he will not let us alone with the Bible and the 
Church. He raises up His power and comes among 
us. He calls us as he called disciples, with a clear 
" follow me," sending his summoning voice here and 
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there throughout the world; now crying in the 
midst of the temple, " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink;" now convincing the 
woman with the pitcher, by bringing all things 
into her mind which she had done ; now snatching 
the fisherman from the uproar of the storm ; now 
with his pointed, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee," rebuking the master of the prosperous 
household, who sneers at the sinners of the outer 
world ; now softening the malefactor with the spec- 
tacle of his own agony ; now sanctifying the sobs 
of the mourner with his magical " Weep not ;" now 
bringing the wine of His gladness to the feast. 
Still ever with the mystic thrusts of His word of 
truth, which pierceth to the marrow, mingling 
among men, and adding His peculiar calls to the 
message of the Bible and the Church. 

Let us open our hearts to these, which never 
cease to sound throughout the world, filling it with 
the signs of life ; the signs of His nearness and 
advents, whose first coming was not only predicted 
by the Scripture, and waited for by the faithful 
worshipper in the temple, but heralded by a voice 
in the wilderness, sudden, unlikely, unexpected, and 
yet most searching and true. 



CHRISTIAN DIVISION. 



Lttkb, xii., 5 

" Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth ? I tell you 
nay, but rather division." 

This is a text whicli sounds like the shrill war- 
note of a trumpet, above the music of the Gospel 
and the roar of the world ; which wakes us when 
we dream about the future triumph of the truth to 
the din of that fight whereby alone the victory can 
be won. 

It is pleasant to meditate .upon those passages of 
the Bible which are scented with the sweets of 
wisdom; to sketch the progress of salvation; to 
turn our eyes away from the dust and glare of sin, 
and gaze fondly on the prophetic pictures of wide- 
spread peace which are drawn by the inspired poets 
of Holy Writ, when none shall hurt nor destroy in 
all God's holy mountain. 

But lest we should fancy the Gospel era to be an 
idle golden age, when each man should sit under his 
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fig-tree and his vine, with nothing to do but pluck 
the mellow fruit of grace, our Lord, on repeated 
occasions, and in the strongest words, tells his 
disciples that they are called to a life of anxiety, 
watchfulness, and danger. And what He said to 
them He said to all. The Christian was to be not 
only a soldier but a sentinel, awake, equipped, on 
guard. His followers were to live in the world, and 
in the world they were to have tribulations. They 
were to bear the cross, to cut off the right hand, to 
pluck out the right eye, to save their life by 
losing it. 

Peace they were to have indeed, but not such as 
this world giveth ; not the peace of shameful sub- 
mission, compromise, and ease; not the peace 
which comes of hiding sins, but of rooting them 
out ; not the peace of a treaty with the besetting 
sin, but of victory over it. 

Thus we find that the first earnest followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ were not in despair, but they 
were perplexed. They were not forsaken, but they 
were persecuted. They were not destroyed, but 
they were cast down. 

There is nothing, perhaps, against which we 
should struggle and pray more, in a civilized, 
luxurious age, than the temptation to think religion 
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an easy, pleasant matter. There is nothing which 
we should resist more than the desire to round off 
the angles of our Christian practice till it is smooth 
to the touch. 

Christian warfare is a fight against the Devil; 
not an hopeless, but not by any means an harmless 
one. It is not a mere passage of arms, but a grim 
wrestle to the death, with sharp weapons and hard 
blows. When Our Lord overcame him, he de- 
parted only for a season. Though he fell from 
heaven, he walks to and fro upon earth. 

He spares no pains to vanquish us ; he is equally 
satisfied if he persuades men to fight on his side, or 
to believe that there are no sides to be chosen. For 
he would persuade us that division, separation of 
interests, distinction of creeds, variance of religious 
opinions, contrasts of religious practice are to be 
made light of ; that God intends all the elements of 
mankind to be kneaded up into a mass, the worst 
made the best of, and the best toned down to the 
level of an uniform propriety, in which the throb- 
bings of love and hatred are lost in flat and sickly 
sentiment. 

As he came to our Lord with a text on his 
tongue, and pleaded, " It is written," while he 
aimed his arrow at the heart of Jesus ; so ever, so 
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now, would he blot out the strong lines between 
right and wrong, falsehood and truth, and substi- 
tute the licence of a good-natured Deity for the 
realities of heaven and hell, and the vulgar charity 
of indifferent toleration for the burning love of 
God. 

Against the hope of such a ghastly consumma- 
tion there are warnings enough in the Bible ; none 
more strong and loud than that uttered by our 
Lord. " Suppose ye that I am come to give peace 
on earth ? I tell you nay ; but rather division." 
And then, to fix the sense of the sentence, He 
follows out one consequence of His thorough work ; 
exhibiting its effect, not upon a strange and out- 
side world, but as it appears within the limits of 
the threshold and the wall. Adding, with terrible 
homeliness, " For, from henceforth, there shall be 
five in one house divided, three against two, and 
two against three: the father shall be divided 
against the son, and the sou against the father, 
the mother against the daughter, and the daughter 
against the mother, the mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law." 

From henceforth. Does this picture of domestic 
disunion find no response, sad though it be, in the 
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consciousness and experience of any one here ? 
Does it not point at tlie tremendous distinction 
between the presence and the absence of the spirit 
of Christ, which over-rides the tie of birth and 
blood; which can even maintain a permanent 
spiritual divorce between the husband and the wife, 
and partition off with impenetrable barriers the 
several members of the household, who sit around 
the same fire, eat of the same loaf, and perhaps 
even kneel shoulder to shoulder in the outward 
worship of the same Church. 

It is hardly necessary for me to remark that 
there may be division without bitterness, and in- 
evitable spiritual separation without personal spite. 
But the distinction in some cases is inevitable; 
neither side may like to realize it, but it is a reality 
which no words can conceal, no natural affection 
cloak over, no tenderness disperse. It must be so 
sometimes ; there is no help for it. The disciple is 
not above his Lord. The home of Nazareth was 
not united. His brethren did not believe in him. 
The inner circle of domestic privacy in which our 
Lord moved was not harmonious. The Prophet 
was without honour in his own house. His friends 
went to lay hold on him, for they said, " He is 
beside himself." 



16 



CHRISTIAN DIVISION. 



I cannot make any special application of these 
words. Who shall weigh the heavy heart of a 
godly parent who mourns over the gradual estrange- 
ment of a son ? Who shall paint and define the 
perplexity and dread which fill the soul of a godly 
son, when he cannot conceal from himself the 
worldliness of a parent whom he loves? Thank 
God, He is the Judge ! 

Let us pass from the special application of one 
text by our Lord, to the principle he uttered. 

" Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on 
earth ? I tell you nay ; but rather division." The 
division of a household is but one effect of the 
law he laid down. It works in the earth, the 
world, and the Church. 

This congregation is divided ! Some are serving 
God,^ some are serving the devil. Some are seeking 
their own things; some those which are Jesus 
Christ's. 

The subject is so large ; enters so widely into the 
life of men that I hardly know how we may best 
be enabled to carry off some living thought about 
it. For one thought, remember that our Lord does 
not refer merely to variety of opinions among men. 
Men may differ, and be good men all the while. It 
has been well said that men are better than their 
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opinions. We see tbrongh a glass darkly; we 
thinly differently ourselves at different times in our 
lives." Eager youth, golden prime, and hoary age 
have not the same estimate of any one thing ; and 
yet they may be equally natural and honest. 
Education and experience changes our views. We 
cannot see with another man's eyes, or feel with 
another man's heart. But all the varieties of senti- 
ment among many, all the shifting moods in one 
are not symptoms of evil division. 

The division our Lord speaks of is of a deeper 
sort, between the evil heart and the good, the 
double-minded and the honest ; between those who 
desire to do God's will and those who follow their 
own. This was the great difference which our 
Lord, as it were, revealed upon earth, the division 
which he came to confirm. 

A few words to those who are conscious of this ; 
in whom the mighty sentence of our text touches a 
chord which no skill of the preacher can sound 
more clearly than their own personal and present 
knowledge. You are not depressed at the thought 
of division. It does not seem to you unbecoming 
the gospel. You who recognize and feel the fresh- 
ness and force of the Saviour's words ; who see how 
fearlessly he faced the difficulties and danger of his 

c 



18 



CHRISTIAN DIVISION. 



ministry, to you the notion of being a Christian 
without division, not of mere sentiment or creed, 
hut the notion of being a Christian without a sense 
of solitary work, and lonely strife, is impossible, 
unreal. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ shews us something of the 
trials which must come on those who fulfil the will 
of God. No one ever aroused such hostility as he. 
He was hated with a malignity which united 
foes, mutual foes, against himself. The Herodian, 
who accepted Herod as the benefactor of the Jews, 
the Pliarisee, who detested him as the representa- 
tive of Boman authority, found a common tie in 
thoir hatred of Jesus Christ. No one ever had 
more bitter enemies than he. No one was ever 
worthy of being hated as he was. 

And, in his own small way, the true Christian 
fools that he must be at variance with the enemies 
of tho Lord ; that if they praise him it is only a 
sign of some shameful concession^ or a symptom of 
an approaching attack. 

But he is not depressed, not he. He knows that 
every true leader of his people, as the Christian 
must be, every true leader of society, opinion, must 
constantly feel the adverse strength of the stream. 
Not that he is petulant, not that he is sore and 
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Stiff about the details of his profession, and the 
language of his creed ; but he feels, knows t^hat he 
must feel, distinct and severe division. 

Peace ! He does not want to float idly down 
the tide of human thought ; but ever stretches and 
strikes out towards the head of the human river. 
He loves the sympathy of some ; but he knows that 
the curse of the Lord lies upon those who are 
much praised. *'Woe unto you when all men 
speak well of you; so they did unto the false 
prophets." There never yet was so popular a 
teacher as Simon Magus, to whom they all gave 
heed from the least to the greatest. 

The Christian recognizes in division a sign of the 
progress of truth. To you, then, who are conscious 
of it, in your own circle, in your homes, in your 
own families, I say be not distressed. It is no 
token of evil ; but of good. It is a token of the 
presence of the Lord, who said, " Suppose ye that 
I am come to give peace on earth ? I tell you nay ; 
but rather division. For, from henceforth, there 
shall be five in one house divided." 

But there are some who know nothing of division, 
except by hearsay ; nothing, I mean, of honest divi- 
sion, for of that I am speaking all along ; they have 
their little quarrels, and poutings, and sulkiness. 

c 2 
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They have thoir little cabals, and paltry scenes of 
jealousy and discord. But good, honest, liealtliy, 
h<»arty division they know not. They don't know 
tlio force of deliberate, determined, contradiction. 
They don't know what it is to be consistently 
opposed on principle. 

But if you meet with no deep opposition, not like 
the mere flap of the wave against the swimmer's 
face, but like the dragging steady undertow of 
tide ; if you meet with no opposition, no difficulties, 
the probability is that you are making no progress. 
If you are never seriously contradicted, it is be- 
cause you never say anything which is really worth 
contradiction. There are people who pass through- 
out thoir whole course on earth without kindling a 
thought in another's mind. Whichever way the 
stream flows, they flow with it ; whichever way the 
wind blows, that way they sail. They are always 
following the last fashion, the last crowd. 

They are never hated, to be sure ; but they are 
never loved. To them our text speaks a priceless 
lesson. It says that if they have any real concern 
in Christ, they must be conscious of division, realize 
it, make it palpable to themselves. 

Our Lord brought out the contrast between light 
and darkness as it had never been shown before. 
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He revealed the kingdom of evil, no less than 
the kingdom of good ; the real adversary, no les^ 
than the real fri^d of man. He drew forth, as it 
had never been drawn forth before, the malignity of 
Satan. One of the ways in which he destroyed the 
works of the devil was to drag them into the light. 
He showed things as they were, and the immediate 
consequence of this was division. 

Just as old fractures, which are badly patched up 
and painted over, break out when the strain comes, 
so our Lord tried and tested the things of the 
world. He is eminently the prover, the tester ; 
He is the refiner's fire, the judge. At His judg- 
ment-seat every one receiveth according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. lliere is no 
respect of persons with Him. 

Thus division marks His presence and His work ; 
unflinching, inevitable division. And if you are 
not conscious of that, you are not conscious of 
Christ. 

It is, however^ probable that there are some here 
who have not begun to think for themselves. They 
may have good material in them, a sense of 
morality, a sense of honour, but of godliness, as 
revealed in our Lord Jesus Christ, they know not 

Perhaps they have been brought up in a re- 
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ligious household, and so would describe themselves 
as religious, although we should probably be 
appalled at the sin which rots many a family of 
pious report, where the young are cramped and 
hoodwinked. The devil often reigns unsuspected 
among those who would not mention his name 
above their breath. There may be some here who 
have been religiously brought up, are now being 
religiously brought up, and so pass for religious. 
They bend their knees at family worship, and say 
" amen '* morning and evening to strong petitions 
out of the well-worn familiar book. But they 
seldom listen to the monotonous prayer. The 
tremendous meaning of God's manhood has never 
struck, never arrested them, though they have said 
a thousand times, "through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.*' The work of God for them is acted on the 
distant theatre of heaven. His Presence is a 
dreamy superstition of a ghost they cannot see, and 
not a living spirit near and within them, as they 
talk in the parlour, and sit roimd the hearth. 
To them Christianity has no more meaning 
than religion, and holiness is a professional 
mood. 

There are men and women who thus walk blind- 
fold through the world, cherishing as the summit of 
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ghostly excellence, as the best condition of the 
soul, a dull and sluggish quietness, which they call 
peace. 

Oh, for the fan of the Spirit to stir this stagnant 
air, to let the fresh wind of God blow in upon 
these stifled hearts, to save them from the slow, 
smothering damnation of inactive, unquestioned 
torpor ! 

To such, with emphatic and special application, 
our Lord says, " Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you nay, but rather 
division." Shake off the drowsy curse, and open 
your ears to the strife of the battle which sweeps 
around you. Eealise the awfiil questions of our 
daily life, the nearness and sternness of the war 
between right and wrong, which wrestle at no safe 
distance, but fight foot to foot in your own peculiar 
places ; a strife in which you must join if you are a 
disciple of Christ; a division which spreads and 
shows itself in every limb and twig of life, ever 
going on ; a constant severance between good and 
evil, false and true, order and disorder. 

Eeceive Him, the ever working, ever present 
Spirit of God, which is truth and light, who came 
to make this division. Eeceive Him, for the 
government shall be upon His shoulders. With 
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Him we conquer; with Him we shall be safe 
at the last great fulfilment of His words, " Suppose 
ye that I am come to give peace on earth ? I tell 
you nay, but rather division." 
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Lf£E, II., 49. 

" And he said unto them, how is it that ye sought me ? Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's business ?" 

This is the first recorded speech of our Blessed 
Lord. His words are living words ; utterances of 
truth which kings, priests, and prophets, who lived 
before his time, did not conceive, and which the 
greatest man since his time can but repeat. 

The whole of the New Testament indeed, is 
precious above price, but the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ are like " jewels set in a golden ring." 
Let us try and learn what we may about the busi- 
ness of God revealed in this first glimpse of our 
Lord's work. 

We readily recal the circumstances. Our Lord 
was a child^ about twelve years old, and was taken 
by Joseph and Mary to Jerusalem, at one of the 
annual feasts. They did not travel alone, but 
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formed part of a large party ; many of their kins- 
folk and acquaintance making the pilgrimage with 
them. I suppose they went on foot, or at a foot 
pace, and pitched their tents at night by the way- 
* side. 

Our Lord becomes early familiar with the route 
from Qulilee to Judea, which, in later days, he so 
often travelled with his disciples. 

We are not told what Joseph and Mary showed 
him in the Holy City, nor what he said and 
thought of the things he saw. But he must have 
been deeply impressed, for he, a child of twelve 
years of age, staid behind by himself when they 
left. 

They did not miss him, it seems, all the day. 
But at nightfall, when we may conjecture that each 
family retired to its tent, they found him not, 
although they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance. He was not, as they supposed, in 
the company ; but, after three days sorrowful 
search, they found him in the Temple, sitting in 
the midst of the doctors, or teachers of religion, 
both hearing them and asking them questions. 

When his mother began to chide him, he an- 
swered as if with surprise, "How is it that ye 
sought me ? Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business ?" 
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This divine forwardness of the child Jesus is 
very remarkable. It may help us to estimate more 
fairly than we otherwise should, very much in our 
own and other's lives, that some careful and over- 
wise people put down to impulsiveness and en- 
thusiasm, and discountenance rather than other- 
wise. 

I must pause for a moment to protest against 
some explanations of this wonderful scene in the 
Temple. I do not like to conceive of our Lord 
disputing with the doctors ; arguing a circle of 
white-headed men out of countenance. . Nor again 
do I look on this, as some do, merely as a sub- 
mission of himself to the teachers of the law. 
Some say that the Lord Jesus felt that he ought to 
experience all that man feels, and so deliberately 
put himself to school, as it were, in one of the 
buildings attached to the Temple, where the Jewish 
children were catechized, or taught by way of ques- 
tion and answer. 

I think there is much more in the event than 
that. No doubt, the humblest scholar may find a 
friend in Jesus, who can understand Him better 
than all pastors and masters. The Gospel of the 
day has been called a child's Gospel. It is so, both 
to the child himself, and also to the pai*ent and 
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teacher. Jesus, who sits at the right hand of God, 
remembers what he felt and what he did when he 
was twelve years old. He can enter into all the 
trials and difficulties of childhood. He does not 
want us to be grown up before He can help us. He 
never says that such a one is too young for Him to 
concern Himself with. On the contrary, He tells 
the middle-aged and the old, " Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.'' It is, 
too, a child's Gospel in another sense, a pleading 
for the child to parents and teachers. They must 
not look for unvarying childlike behaviour in 
children, as the best sign of their worth and 
future. The child is the father of the man, and 
even when he surprises and alarms his elder, the 
elder may not always put thjis down to evil irregu- 
larity. His mother Mary was, through her 
ignorance, distressed by the child Jesus himself. 

Thus there is an assur^'Uce of God's sympathy 
with children in the Gospel for the day, without our 
supposing that the Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily 
put Himself under human teachers, in order that 
He might fulfil all the requirements of the law, and 
assure posterity that submission to appointed 
scholastic authorities is part of Our Father's dis- 
pensation. 
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I think there is a great deal more than this in 
our Lord's interview with the doctors. Is it not 
more natural for us to believe that He felt impulsive, 
prophetic longings for His future work ? That, as 
in a kind of child-like transfiguration, he felt the 
things which should be thereafter, and reached 
beyond his age P If so, is there not much in the 
event to comfort ns, at least in some moods of our 
mind or life ? 

We must not confine our thought of the Lord's 
sympathy to those who are weak and distressed. 
It is true that the sick, the poor, the dying may 
find a friend in Him. He calls aloud to the weary 
and heavy laden to come unto Him, and He will 
give them rest. 

But there are many who feel neither weary 
nor heavy laden; who, on the contrary, are 
full of life and hope ; who are conscious of am- 
bition; who see the world lying before them 
busy with charming enterprise, and bright with a 
future career. These colour the commonest events 
with their own rosy imagination ; they build castles 
in the air, and people the face of the earth with 
heroes. They pant to play their part in the bril- 
liant scene, to set the crooked straight, and make 
the rough places smooth. In short, they are what 
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is often called romantic and enthusiastic ; and can- 
not understand the stale words, or feel for the 
leaden step of dull and dispirited people. 

To them there is something hollow and useless 
in the promises of help given to the weary and 
heavy laden. Their pulse is quick, their eye is 
bright, and the whole Gospel scheme, as it is often 
presented, offers no attraction. It seems to them 
to speak only of comfort for broken and bleeding 
hearts, patience under trial, the bearing of the cross, 
and peace in death. 

They cannot, in their secret heart, echo the 
sentiment of the toil-worn Apostle, " To die is 
gain." They desire, I do not mean in an evil 
sense, but quite honestly, to taste what they can of 
life first. They want no spur to face the work of 
the world. They want rather leave to give the 
reins to their ambition, and realize the dream of 
what they would like to do. But thus, too often, 
they dismiss from their minds what they have been 
taught about the Gospel ; dismiss it, at least, for 
the present. They lay it by, as we do a heavy 
cloak in summer time. It may be of use some day, 
when the nights are long, and the frost is sharp ; 
but, for the present, the sun shines, and the birds 
sing, and they put aside the thought of the severity 
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and consolations which religion seems to them full 
of. They think they will lay it by till it is 
wanted. They have glanced quickly over what it 
offers, and it appears at present to offer nothing spe- 
cially suited to their case, their feelings, their needs. 

But suppose it does ? Suppose they have missed 
just that very vein of sympathy which they look for 
in kindred ambitious spirits? Suppose the very 
Lord Himself, who wept at the grave of Lazarus, 
and bled upon the cross, has shown a side of His 
life which suits them ? ^ 

I believe He did, when as a child He leffc Joseph 
and Mary, and yielded to the prophetic impulses of 
his soul, reaching forth, as it were, from beyond 
the dull round of His Nazarene life, and startling 
His mother with an utterance of His heart's deepest 
desire. So full, indeed, was He of it, as to suppose 
(which is the marked characteristic of an eager 
age), that others, who were about Him, must know 
what it was that stirred within His breast. " What !" 
he asks, in surprise, " wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business ?" 

But we are told that they understood not the 
saying that he spake unto them. A beautiful 
touch this, which might shew many a sanguine 
heart that frets at being misunderstood by those to 
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whom it might most naturally look for apprecia- 
tion and sympathy, that in this, in their better 
longings and eager outbreaks of enthusiasm, they 
have a friend and fellow in the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. 

That which is commonly set down to the work- 
ings of romance is not always wrong. Some people, 
it is true, feed on fancies till their mind and 
imagination is diseased ; but others delight in pure 
day dreams because there they feel most at home ; 
there they can escape from the dull pressure and irri- 
tating exactions of the common-place earth about 
them. There is a magic world in which they may 
think and hope unchecked. The thoughts and 
hopes, in these occasional hours of ecstasy, are by 
no means always evil. They are often glimpses of 
what is truly beautiful and good, effectual longings 
for that which is noble and pure. 

Such as have these glimpses and longings, resent 
the sentence which is often pronounced upon them- 
They feel that it is unjust to class them with the 
selfish and sensual idler, whose " absence of mind " 
often marks a descent into the foul enchanted 
regions of lasciviousness. 

But the wakeful, unimaginative world treats 
them sharply, however fine and sweet their absent 
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thoughts. They are taunted with being fantastic 
and unreal. Their reveries are rudely broken by 
some call to perform a tiresome duty. They soar 
on high, ecstatic, delighted with the wide view they 
are taking of the world and its ways, when some 
shrewdly-aimed , sharp arrow hits them, and they 
fall, bruised and ruffled to the ground. 

But they are not wholly wrong, after all. If 
their dreams are pure, their ambition lofty, they 
may safely look to find a sympathizer in the Lord 
Himself. For there, in this their very special mood. 
He is a Saviour. 

A Saviour, because he can understand them, 
though he was not understood hinself. It is a true 
relief and strength to find that another mind has 
had similar yearnings to our own. When we know 
that otir high dream is, or has been, shared by 
another, our comfort and confidence is doubled. 
The dream is less of a dream, it may become a 
deed. 

And to those who have high and pure longings 
Jesus is a Saviour, because He shews them by the 
way in which He took the dullness of those about 
Him, and long submitted to an uneventful life, when 
His soul was stirring with the coming strife against 
the devil and all his works, how they may use 
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the reception their eagerness and enthusiasm meet 
with in their own home, in their own circle of 
acquaintance, how, indeed^ it may best please God 
to set them their right work and fit them to do it 
themselves. 

Let those, then, who feel the spirit of ecstasy, 
the throb of silent enthusiasm, leading them some- 
times into expressions and acts which show in 
striking contrast with the common surroundings of 
this life, look for a friend in Him who, when He 
was a child, wandered even from his mother, and 
though He pleaded with one who had borne Him, 
and pondered on the tokens of His mysterious 
mission, " Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business?" was not understood even by 
her. 

And, above all, let the enthusiasts learn from 
Him how their longings may most surely result in 
performance. While they cherish the thought that 
the Perfect Man himself was tried as they are, had 
the same class or kind of impulses when He was 
young, let them remember how He bore himself 
when he was misunderstood. He went back with 
his parents, and was subject unto them. He 
conquered by endurance. He was made perfect by 
sufferings. 
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So with those who are rent with eagerness to 
hasten on their career. Let them wait and work. 

They may throughout their waiting be cheered 
with the thought of sympathy from on High. But 
if they fight against the pressure which it pleases 
God should surround them at present, they only 
tear themselves to pieces, and miss the end of their 
lives. Let them wait and work. Their hour will 
come if they abide in Christ. 

Twelve years pass before we hear again the voice 
of the young man Jesus. He abode with his 
parents, unappreciated, unknown. Do we suppose 
that the fire which burnt in the child's heart died 
out? No indeed! His Father's business in its' 
fullest, grander sense, still was to be done. But 
His Father's will was that he should be subject to 
Joseph and Mary, in the humble household of 
Nazareth, bearing and forbearing. And he came 
to do that will, whatever it might be. Now check- 
ing and pressing down the throbs of that heart 
which burned to bear witness unto the truth, in 
the midst of a blind and heedless world, now strug- 
gling in solitude with the suggestions of the devil ; 
but waiting patiently till the hour should come in 
which, grown to the full manhood of chastened 
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power, he might lift up his voice on high aud 
proclaim the kingdom of God. 

If you have great aspirations, do not think that 
you will be able to fulfil them unless you can 
submit to do little duties. What does the Lord 
say to such as are tried in small things ? " Because 
thou hast been faithful in a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things ; enter thou," thou who 
hast done thy duty patiently and honestly, " enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

This applies especially to the young, who are 
tempted to chafe at the restraints of a home, and 
to hurry on the arrival of greater independence and 
more ambitious deeds. But let us not think that 
this lesson set by the obedience of the child Jesus 
applies only to such as are reckoned young. We 
see all little children before God. Sometimes we 
have to work and wait till the last grain has nearly 
run out of the sand glass of our life, before we 
may break out into joy, like Simeon, and say a 
" nunc dimittis *' of long expected triumph. Some- 
times, like prophets and kings, we may desire to 
see, and see not till the curtain is drawn aside by 
the last messenger who comes to summon us to the 
glory of the Lord. 

To young and old in years there is but one aim. 
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to do the will of God ; working and waiting, pil- 
grims and strangers here, being sure that, if we do 
our duty as God sets it plainly before us, however 
well He may know and feel for our ardent ambition 
and desires. He will show us whether we may, and 
when we may enjoy their glad fulfilment. 

The first recorded words of Jesus were, " Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's business ?" 
And long had ha to wait, and bitterly had he to 
feel, till he could say, " It is finished : Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit !*' 



HOPE. 



BoMANS, YiiiM 24. 
" We are saved by hope." 

The period between the ascension of our Lord 
and the sending of the Holy G-host is apparently 
singular in the history of the Church. The 
apostles and their friends were then persuaded of 
the Divine victory of their Master. They had 
seen Him after His resurrection on repeated occa- 
sions. They were convinced of His * triumph, and 
we may suppose of the mistakes they had made 
about His work. They understood now that it was 
right for Christ to suffer; agreeable to God's 
intentions ; agreeable to revealed religioA. In His 
resurrection they saw the power of the true Messiah, 
who proved Himself a greater conqueror than any 
of their former and most famous Jewish law-givers 
or kings. Grreater than the leader Moses, inas- 
much as he led the way through the grave; 
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greater than the king David, as he commanded 
Death, and it obeyed him. 

Moreover, they were prepared to share His 
triumph themselves ; and that not in any carnal, 
but in a spiritual sense. He told them that He 
was going back to His Father to prepare a place 
for them. He promised great power and privileges. 
He said that One would be sent down to them from 
Heaven who should make them strong and wise; 
who should supply them with comfort and grace ; 
and they saw Him go away with repeated as- 
surances that He would soon send this Visitor. 
Meanwhile, they were to wait. "Tarry ye," said 
He, " in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endowed 
with power from on High." 

This points to an interval of suspense which 
must have been big with wonder. They did not 
know how or when they were to be visited. The one 
Gruide was gone ; the other had not come. It was 
a period of joyful but ignorant expectancy. They 
knew that good was in store ; nay, already on its 
way for them ; that any moment they might be 
wonderfully cheered and comforted by the power of 
God; but that, though all was certain and safe, 
nothing was known or seen. 

Thus the period between the Ascension and the 
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Pentecost seems singular ; and perhaps a superficial 
thinker might suppose that little could be learnt 
from it concerning us ; that an examination of it 
would be more curious than profitable ; for that we 
could never be in the state of expectancy which the 
Apostles and their friends felt after Jesus Christ had 
gone, and before the Holy Ghost had come. 

But I believe that such a supposition would be 
wrong. Nay, more, I believe that we cannot 
celebrate the sending of the Holy Ghost truly 
unless in a spirit of wonder and expectancy ; that, 
indeed, the mind of the waiting Apostles should be 
the mind of every one who would keep his Whit- 
suntide aright. He should continually prepare for 
and await power from on High. And that with no 
professed fore-knowledge of what it would prove to 
be ; with no wise conclusion about its source or way of 
working; with no confident explanation of its 
origin ; with no limitations of its entrance or effect ; 
but with a quiet, secure sense of God's boundless 
resources and wisdom ; being sure that He will ever 
teach those whom He thinks worthy of His lessons, 
and that a mighty, mysterious, supernatural in- 
fluence, visitant — call it by what name you will — is 
ever bowing down towards the earth, and touching 
with its invisible energy fresh messengers, apostles, 
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workers, and teachers in the great household 
of God. 

I believe, then, that we must wait in the same 
spirit of ignorance and wonder as the Apostles felt, 
even though we have the historical account of the 
descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, eighteen 
hundred years ago, and read of facts which were 
future to them. 

Those who enter into the spirit of the Epistle, 
will see at once how agreeable this mood of expec- 
tation is to them. The early Christians seem by no 
means to have sat down as if satisfied by the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost, as if filled with grace, 
like as with a full spiritual feast, which left them 
gratified but no longer hungry. On the contrary, 
their hunger seems to have grown by that on which 
it fed. 

We will take the passage from St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Romans, in which my text occurs. After 
speaking for some time in the same strain, he says, 
(viii, 22), " We know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we," who know of 
the Pentecostal outpouring, who have received the 
promise of a contiforter made by Christ ; " even we 
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ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For 
we are saved by Hope ; but hope that is seen is not 
hope ; for what a man seeth, why doth he get hope 
for?" 

The point here to which I want to direct your 
attention is to these words, "Ye are saved by 
Hope." The thing which ensures, encourages, and 
involves our salvation, is hope. The loss of it is 
associated with damnation. We enjoy most what 
we have not got ; we begin to sicken directly we 
repose upon success. Hope is one of the great 
principles of life. Faith, hope, and love, charac- 
terize eternity. These abide, when knowledge 
passeth away. Those who are saved are fed with 
hope, both in this life and in that which is to come ; 
though we may suppose the hope to be far brighter 
and sweeter there than here; ever leading us on 
over the border into fresh lands of wonder and 
delightful surprise, as we travel in the train of God 
about the firmament of heaven. 

But let us look at this same principle. First 
close by, in its relation to home and pressing work. 
We are saved by hope. The nurse, and the loving 
friend who watch by the sick bed say, " While there 
is life there is hope." True, the angels of life and 
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death are fighting in the fevered frame which 
shakes with the struggle. The friends — ^wife, may 
be, or husband — watch the contest, and generally 
with one sole wish : to pluck the sufferer back from 
the brink of the grave. It is curious to see how 
God, who puts us here as mere strangers and 
pilgrims, mere grubs about to burst into the beauty 
of the heavenly life, should implant within us a 
keen and obstinate love of life, such as we see it 
here ; love of an existence which depends on meat 
and drink, which is threatened by disease, dis- 
graced by conscious failures, and clouded by disap- 
pointment. 

But so it is. We love life ; at least, we love that 
which is upheld by eating and drinking, and 
society. We cannot bear the idea of being dead and 
buried. We are always quick to resent any insult 
to life. We kill people who kill others. We fly 
to drugs and professional protection directly there 
is a jar in the working of this material machine, 
which we call the body. Though we profess our 
belief in a book which tells us that when the 
earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, yet directly this 
earthly house is shaken, we take measures to protect 
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ourselves against its fall; and our chief aim in 
tending our friends, when sick, is to make them 
well ; 'our chief warnings are about their health. 

No doubt this is right. Jesus himself is repre- 
sented to have vivified dying or shrivelled bodies — 
for what ? To toil a few years more ; to die a few 
years later. And with the great influence of this 
common sentiment to support them, friends, and 
nurses, and physicians say, " While there is life 
there is hope. He may recover. She may recover. 
It is possible." Jumble of kind guess-work. 
While there is life, while the pulse still holds out, 
while the lungs still work, there is hope — of what ? 
That another little lease may be granted ; a second 
more ; one glance more, with blinded eyes, before 
the veil is rent which hangs between us and the 
unseen. That is the chief dogma and consolation 
of the sick room. " While there is life there is 
hope." 

But it is not the dogma of the Bible, not the 
word of inspiration, not the principle of God. He 
tells us that we are saved by hope. 

Gbd reverses the saw of the nurse. Sh.e says, 
"While there is life there is hope." He says, 
" While there is hope there is life." When we can 
look onward in our work, when we can believe in 
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its progress, then we work with life. When we 
believe that the work is directly promising, the time 
goes manly. Labour loses its curse; toil is pleasing. 
We sing at the task. That is the first, the grossest 
application of our text. When the fisherman feels 
that he has let down his net among the fish, he 
drags it into his boat with glee. It weighs the less 
in his hands the heavier it is. The intoxication 
of success deadens the sense of fatigue. We can 
all work with a will when we succeed. Even the 
sluggard is inspired by results. 

There is another illustration of the principles of 
our text, not so much in the more buoyant moments 
of return, in which we see the effect follow the 
cause at once with gratifying promptitude, but in 
the dull, daily work of life, where we fulfil our 
calling, or win our bread. 

The artist, the author, work well as Ipng as they 
see the promise of improvement in their works. 
While there is hope there is life. 

It is reported of an eminent sculptor — I mean 
Thorwalsden — that once a friend found him in his 
studio deeply dejected, if not in tears. On in- 
quiring the cause, Thorwalsden confessed what? 
That he was satisfied with the work which he had 
in hand ; that he accepted this satisfaction, which 
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he had never felt before, as a sign that his powers 
were decreasing, that he had no higher aim, that the 
turning moment of his decline had come. 

So is it in the commonest, poorest handicraft. 
He who takes an interest in his work ; he who hopes 
to see streets paved better, or shoes made better, or 
windows hung better, wiU always work with a re- 
serve of energy and enjoyment; will always work 
well. 

But the moment any man loses heart, i.e., hope, 
ceases to care about his calling, takes no pride in 
it, or is satisfied and flattered with it, he begins to 
deteriorate ; thenceforth it is down hill, he will 
work the worse ; his very value is diminished in 
the labour market ; that which is honourable in his 
life begins to evaporate. His is no longer worthy 
of being called by the sacred name — ^life. 

He is merely writhing in the clutch of death, 
and, unless rekindled by the fire of God, will before 
long disappear, vanquished, silent in the cold 
collapse of failure, or the deceptiveness of self- 
gratulation. Directly hope ceases, damnation be- 
gins. Hope is the sun, and when it sets the 
night creeps on from place to place over the 
soul. 

But let us take a higher view of hope. The 
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constant, confident looking forward to victory is 
the secret of the Christian life. What is the life in 
the Psalms ? The confidence of help. David rises 
before us inspired, irresistible, when he looks 
beyond the years of guilt and persecution. When 
lie had eaten and was fiill, when his course was 
nearly done, there is much in his history we do 
not like to dwell on. It is true it is there, in the 
Bible, the fearless natural Bible, whicb gilds over 
no faults^ and extenuates no failings of a saint. 
But, for all that, we like to turn back from David 
the successful to David the persecuted. There we 
see the spirit which marks bim after God's heart. 
He was saved by bope. 

And when we look into the New Testament 
our eyes are drawn away from all saintly examples 
to a life which is Divine. We turn at once to 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

And we may take one passage in his history to 
illustrate what I mean, fully. When He stood in 
the judgment hall, with the pedantic priests flutter- 
ing about Him, with a show of justice, calling 
witnesses, and setting up their own small test of 
blasphemy ; while the priests were affecting an 
horror at His impiety, and the rabble ready to spit 
in His face and buffet Him, He is saved by hope. 
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He looks beyond the mob and scourge and shame, 
and thinks aloud, " Hereafter ye shall see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand of God !" Here 
we have the highest further aim of One who was 
without sin. 

But, more or less, this spirit inspires all true 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. They do what they 
do, in trust. They are supported by that which 
neither they, nor any one else, can see as yet ; they 
are saved by hope. 

Hope is the ever fresh source of life ; the tme 
elixir, which confers perpetual renovation ; a cease- 
less buoyant youth, which outlives the most formid- 
able assaults of time and toil. 

And to bring back this thought to the season. 
An incoming God-sprung mysterious Spirit is the 
giver of this hope. Every Whitsuntide we are told 
of a Spirit whose ways we cannot trace, coming like 
the wind, now breathing gently, now rushing on 
with violence ; now soothing the fatigued, now 
quickening the stagnant ; now cooling the lips of 
the faint, now ** hurrying on the martyr hero into 
sufifering and death." A Spirit whose ways will 
be ever a mystery ; ever coming, and yet to come ; 
never exhausting and explaining itself ; but leaving 
greater wonders untold after the most wonderful 
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revelation ; sharpening the appetite which it feeds ; 
enlarging the capabilities of those into whom it is 
poured ; filling those it fills with the hope of greater 
fulness, and making its richest gift the promise of 
greater riches. 

" We/' says St. Paul, " which have received the 
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves. For we are saved by Hope." 

Let us honestly ask ourselves whether this agrees 
with our conception of the Holy Ghost. Have we 
realized the existence of such a Spirit, or do we 
look for mere spiritual luxuries which will satisfy 
us, and help us to say a " nunc dimittis " in perfect 
possession, with no more hope for the future than 
regret for the past ? Do we look merely to a calm 
comfortable ending of all desires, or to a growing 
power to take in the things of Q-od ever prevented 
and followed by his abundant grace ? 

At any rate let us try and use this coming 
Whitsuntide as men and women who are not fixed 
down to past habits, however old. Let us ever 
prepare and be expectant; ever garnishing the 
chamber of our souls for a Divine guest ; storing 
the fuel for the celestial fire ; never desparing, yet 
never satisfied with what we have learnt or done ; 
but still gladly waiting upon God. 

E 
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I Peteb, iy., 7—11. 

*' But the end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer. 

" And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves : 
for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

" Use hospitahty one to another without grudging. 

''As every man as received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. 

" If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ; if 
any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth : that God in all things may be glorified tlirough Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

" The end of all things is at hand !" We can- 
not tell what St. Peter expected by these words ; 
probably an immediate literal and tremendous ful- 
filment. Clouds on fire; heavens rolling up like 
a parched scroll, and the hot tongues of judgment- 
flame licking round the shrivejled earth. 

But all things remained as they were from the 



THE STATE OF BEADINESS. 



51 



foundation of the world. The earth moved on ; the 
sun ripened the com ; the spray beat on the rocks ; 
the dew fell ; the stars shone cold. There were still 
tears and smiles, blossoms and fruit, marriage feasts, 
and battle fields. There was no change ; no sudden 
one, at least; for, in fact, there is nothing but 
change. The course of this world is a ceaseless 
revolution. 

St. Peter, then, was mistaken? Partially: we 
will at least hope so. There is no comfort in 
learning from a man who cannot be mistaken. He 
is not one of us ; we cannot be friends. 

But, again, he was not mistaken, how true his 
words are ! " The end of all things is at hand." 
Is it not ? As far as we know. When the waggon 
gets into the dull dusty road of middle life, it does 
not crawl, but gathers on with quickening deceitful 
speed. The day is long; but the year is short. 
The end of all things is at hand ; the end of your 
home; you, your husband, wife, your table, your 
work. In a few years more, where will it all 
be? 

And if St. Peter's prophecy is wise and true in 
this homely sense, so is his advice. " The end of 
all things is at hand ; be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer." 
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Be sober. Take it in its first obvious, common 
sense way; be moderate, temperate in your meat 
and drink. Do not live for the flesh, which so 
soon will rot in a grave ; but live for the spirit. 
" Watch unto prayer." 

Prayer is the means by which the soul is fed. 
Prayer is the secret of a spiritual life. Prayer 
makes us ready for the end whenever and whatever 
that may be. The spirit of prayer is the spirit of 
readiness. 

" And, above all things, have fervent charity 
among yourselves ; for charity shall cover a multi- 
tude of sins." Charity is love ; fervent, burning, 
eager, leaping over obstacles, difficulties, hindran- 
ces. Charity that does not always stop to calcu- 
late and argue, which is hurried onwards by its 
own heat and earnestness; fervent charity, all- 
embracing, all-enduring, greater than faith and 
hope. 

But how does it cover a multitude of sins ? We 
see at once that it does not mean mere alms-giving. 
The sinner cannot buy even the beggar's genuine 
prayer. If he gives to make up for past sins, he 
gives not to others, but to himself; he only adds 
the key-stone to the arch of his conceit. No; 
depend upon it, though we can purchase set phrases 
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of blessing on the good kind gentleman, from the 
whining imposter, the whole process is a petty 
piece of pretence in the angels' eyes, who look with 
searching gaze for the sinner that repenteth. 

The charity which covers a multitude of sins is 
not of this sort. It is not to be represented by 
money or tickets. It is not mere giving ; but hearti- 
ness, love. 

That covers a multitude of sins. We know it 
does. It hopeth all things; believeth all things. 
We overlook mistakes in the man we love. We 
may disapprove of his deeds ; we may regret what 
he has done ; but at bottom we like him, and can- 
not help liking him, in spite of his transgressions. 
Indeed, the more we like him the more we deplore 
his offences. It is not that he gives colour and 
excuse for wrong doing ; not, at least, the person I 
mean, far otherwise ; but there is an heartiness, 
genuineness, love in him which we cannot forget. 
It saves him in our eyes. It covers the multitude 
of sins. 

But do not let us mistake. I have spoken of 
genuineness, and love. Mere genuineness, how- 
ever, honesty, sincerity, is by no means necessarily 
loveable. There are men who will not swerve an 
inch from duty ; who will go steadily on, whatever 
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the task, whatever the sacrifice. And yet we do 
not love, not even like them. We treat them with 
respect ; we trust them on reflection ; we use them. 
We convince ourselves that they may be believed ; 
but we do not love them; we cannot confide in 
them. They lack the magic power of sympathy. 
They are wrapped up in their incorruptible selves ; 
and the moment they err they find a hundred 
judges. They meet with no mercy. Their sin- 
cerity, their uprightness cannot cover a single sin, 
much less a multitude. Many perfectly upright 
persons, religious people too, no pretenders ; but 
stern, earnest, virtuous, and self-denying, are 
eminently unpleasant and disagreeable. There is 
in some minds a sort of wish that they would 
sin a little, just to give them some touch of 
humanity. 

But we look with kindness on the faults of those 
who love ; with tears it may be, but at least with 
a heart full of compassion and tender mercy! 
Love covers the multitude of sins. 

And why is this put here in the Epistle ? " The 
time 18 short. The end is near. We have all erred 
and strayed, from God's ways like lost sheep. We 
have offended against His holy laws. We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done. 
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and we have done those things which we ought not 
to have done, and there is no health in us." 

Be sure there is no atmosphere but that of love 
in which these errors can be corrected, these offences 
pardoned, this health renewed. 

Gk)d is love. It is therefore for us to pray, watch 
with prayer, for grace to bear and forbear, to help 
and forgive one another ; for if we forgive not our 
brother his trespasses, our Father, which is in 
Heaven, will not forgive us ours. 

Thus we are urged, above all things, to have fer- 
vent charity among ourselves, for charity shall cover 
the multitude of sins. 

I have said we feel this in our dealings with each 
other, even when the kindness of heart has no very 
grand, divine, or distinctive name. And this feel- 
ing of affection towards those who have loving 
hearts is but an echo and reflection of something 
which is higher. Perhaps it goes nearer towards 
explaining God's dealings with us than anything 
else. There was one to whom our Lord said, " Her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved 
much." 

Of course, this is easily capable of perversion, of 
misapplication, like other truths ; but we act upon 
it, we feel the force of it ourselves at our best, most 
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unguarded, most natural moments. The next pre- 
cept continues this thought, pursues it into one 
branch of social duty. It is a note of the same 
chord. 

We are apt to miss the practical use of such a 
grand, comprehensive command, as to use fervent 
charity among ourselves. It may evaporate before 
we make up our minds how it should be applied. 
The Apostle then leads our thoughts into a more 
homely, immediately intelligible channel. 

" Use hospitality one to another, without grudg- 
ing." This is as if he would say, " The love I 
tell you of is no mere sentiment for the audience to 
clap their hands at ; it is no flight or spasm of 
passing inspiration, but something to be taken 
home and put into act and deed." He fixes the 
sense of this sublime sentence ; not that he restricts 
its application to one particular act of kindness or 
charity, but he fixes its sense. It is a precept for 
daily wear. 

" Use hospitality one to another, without grudg- 
ing." There is in these words the support of true 
condescension and independence. It is a matter of 
hourly occurrence. Grant the courtesies of society 
without grudging. And is this a rule worthy of 
the Scriptures, of the high and holy Bible? Is 
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this a matter for the interference of the Holy 
Ghost ? Why not ? Is not our Christianity apt to 
fade away fast if we do not fix it in our ordinary 
behaviour ? 

But let us look a little closer at the Apostle's 
precept. 

There are two things which have always been, and 
always will be seen upon earth. One is the 
brotherhood of man ; the other, rank, diversity of 
station. The brotherhood of man is one fact. 
Adam is the progenitor of the king and the slave. 
Jesus Christ is their common Saviour. They have 
the same senses and appetites. The rain chills 
them, the fire burns them. Honey is sweet to them 
both, vinegar is sour. They breathe the same air, 
walk upon the same earth, are lighted by the same 
sun, and will return to the same dust. 

Again, the diversity of stations is a fact. There 
always will be master and servant, teacher and 
scholar, officer and private. 

But the inevitable presence of these two things 
leads to much misunderstanding. One foolishly 
ignores, or suspects, or opposes the other. Even in 
quiet times, when one of these classes is not set 
bitterly against the other, there is a subdued feel- 
ing of opposition and jealousy. Nay, even in the 
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best-disposed there is a hesitation which makes 
people afraid to commit themselves. They fear not 
only to offend propriety, but to lose caste if they do 
this or that. They think to stand up for their 
respective rights, but really they walk apart ; move 
away from one another. 

Now this is opposed to Christianity. Eank is not ; 
diversities of stations are not ; the brotherhood of 
man is not. But this jealousy of interference, this 
petty display of independent manner^ is. The evil 
I have noticed shows itself most frequently in the 
ordinary intercourse of life. No blood is shed, no 
blows are given, but still Christian kindliness and 
membership is wanting. 

Surely, St. Peter's advice goes right down to the 
root of the matter. After speaking of prayer 
and fervent charity ; thus clearing the ground and 
showing that he treats of Divine love, he applies it 
to the society, not of his day alone, but of all time : 
the society which marks the world until the end 
come. 

" Use hospitality one to another, without grudg- 
ing." Do not affect the retired philanthropy of the 
philosopher, which prates of universal love, but 
shrinks from human bonds, and the communion of 
its kind j but put this fervent charity, this spirit of 
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Christianity, into practice in your daily lives, in 
commonplace intercourse in the world. 

He carries the thought on in the next sentence. 
There is another danger, that of a meddling 
benevolence, an affectation of good will, a going out 
of our way to show how free we are from the 
common drawbacks of humanity. There is such a 
thing as overdoing a principle. The early Chris- 
tians tried it, when every man who had lands or 
houses, sold them and laid them at the Apostles' 
feet. This was, we will not say foolish, but un- 
natural, and could not last. It soon came to an 
end. It produced the first serious sign of evil in 
the infant Church, the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, 
and the murmuring of the widows, who complained 
that they were neglected in the daily distribution. 
But we have aU seen instances of the kind ; great 
philanthropical mistakes, which begin with a 
mighty promise of realizing heaven upon earth, 
and explode or collapse miserably after a short 
trial. 

Wise, divinely wise, is St. Peter's word. In the 
exercise of this fervent charity, in the use of hospi- 
tality one towards another, in the putting away of 
the grudging spirit between the two great classes 
which divide mankind, do not go out of your way 
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to do your duty. " As every man hath received the 
gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of Q-od." 

As we have received. There need be no bitter 
rivaby in the matter. The hand cannot say to the 
eye, I have no need of you. Nor need we be dis- 
tressed because we have not the same gift as 
another. We all of us have gifts enough to serve 
Q-od ; the gift of life, if that were all. Let us not 
pretend to do what Q-od has not given us the power 
of doing, or to give what He has not given us. 
" As every man hath received the gift, so let him 
minister." We cannot give what we have not got. 
We may ■ not affect a condescension, nor profess a 
respect we do not feel. Both are worthless. Both 
are soon seen through by the keen eyes of the 
world. But if each does his part, then the economy 
of God's household is fulfilled. We are good stewards 
of the manifold grace of Q-od. 

The Apostle next touches on two great classes of 
work — speaking and ministration; which we may 
call work by the mouth and by the hand. 

In both we are told it must be done as for God, 
that God in all things may be glorified ; for the end 
is at hand, and God shall be all in all. 

But let us pause a moment at this distinction of 
St. Peter's. 
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" If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God." This by no means concerns the parson, 
priest, or minister of religion alone. It concerns all 
teachers, of whatsoever kind, by word of mouth, by 
pen, or type. In the world or in the nursery. It 
concerns all use of the tongue. 

Let us not fall into the vulgar notion about the 
emptiness of talking, as compared with solid handi- 
work. Of course, talking may be empty and feeble, 
like anything else, but words govern the world ; aye, 
and judge it, too. If any man offend not a tongue, 
the same is a perfect man. " By thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned." It is all very well to say that speech 
is silvern, but silence is golden. If so, the man 
who thought that thought should have held his 
tongue. I do not believe it. Foolish speech is 
useless indeed ; but a word spoken in due season, 
how good is it. 

About speech, then, one great social duty, espe- 
cially about teaching, which is supposed to be 
effective; hear St. Peter's saying: "If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." 

And how is that ? not oracularly, not pompously, 
not by verse and text ; but as we should conceive 
the oracles of God should be spoken; honestly, 
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truly, with a purpose, naturally, with no flourish of 
verbal trumpets; no puffing prelude of what is 
about to come ; but strongly, seasonably, now it may 
be with vehemence, like a tempest ; now with quiet- 
ness, like a sunset. Now with promise, like the 
spring ; now with ripeness and flnal announcement, 
like the autumn. 

Just conceive the effect if we could all so speak ; 
what quarrels, or, as they are well called, " mis- 
understandings," from people not speaking plainly 
to each other, and so not being understood, would 
be avoided ; what suspense relieved ; what sores 
healed ! 

"As the oracles of God. That God may be 
glorified thereby." How so? how can God be 
glorified? Because whatever credit we get for 
so speaking is His. For, indeed, it is He that 
speaketh in us. Every wise, true^ firm, patient, 
loving, brave word is of God ; and we cannot utter * 
it without people learning, in a measure, i^o much 
the more to acknowledge Him. 

But there is another class of work ; not of workers 
merely, but of work. That which we most generally 
call work ; work by the hand and arm ; work by 
the body, bone, and sinew, by muscle and pulse ; 
work which brings sweat, blisters, headache, weari- 
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ness, repose. Most of us have some of this to 
do. It is of this that St. Peter speaks, when he 
says, " If any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability which God giveth." And thus not merely 
what we say, but what we do, must be done as of 
the ability which God giveth, that God in all things 
may be glorified. Glorified, not merely by the 
testimony of our mouths, but of our acts. So that, 
even if we cannot speak to any purpose, by well- 
doing we may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men. 

"That God in all things may be glorified.'' 
That is the one thought we need have about the 
end. What comes beyond it we cannot see. The 
shroud is a dark shutter, we cannot pierce through 
that. 

But we can live to Him, to whom it is as clear 
as glass ; who sees the other side of death plainer 
than we can see this. That is the Apostle's mes- 
sage, to be followed, please God, not in any lofty 
way ; but with fervent charity, ungrudging hospi- 
tality, true, sincere speaking and working ; with a 
belief that we have ability of God; that we are 
small of ourselves, but that we need not fear if we 
will trust Him who gives without reproach, and 
lays no heavier burden on us than we can with 
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grace, bear aright. That God in all things may 
be glorified, with tongue and hand ; for it is God 
that worketh in, us to will and do of his good 
pleasure. 

And see how the Apostle ends this comprehensive 
though short catalogue of social duties ; through 
Jesus Christ. 

The words that He spoke they are spirit and 
they are life. The works that He did are those 
which the Father gave Him to do. See how 
human speech and duties are summed up and find 
their power in Him; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, to whom be praise and dominion, for ever 
and ever, Amen. 
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II. Samuel, xii., 7, & 13. 

**Aiid Nathan said unto David, thou art the man. . . . 
And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. 
And Nathan said unto David, the Lord also hath put away 
thy sin." 

These words refer to the great crime of David's 
life. The sad story is too familiar for me to do 
more than say that our text belongs to it. 

This great crime of David's cannot be anywise 
excused. It is of small use to urge, as some have 
done, that the customs of an oriental court may 
not be judged by the morality of our own days. 
David was no brutalized eastern despot, bent on 
the indulgence of his passions ; no unfeeling tyrant 
with a coarse heart and blunted sense ; he was a 
man with a marvellously quick conscience, and 
power of self-reproach. He sinned grossly, and he 
knew it. He grieved the spirit of God with deep 
offence, and felt that he had grieved Him. But, on 

p 
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the other hand, I do not think that we are justified 
in making out David to be a monster of iniquity, as 
judged by our standards of holiness. 

I doubt whether the morality of our own days 
would put that of the old time utterly to shame. 
There is a decent immodesty prevalent now, a 
polite indulgence of the passions which gratifies the 
sensualist without shocking the Christian. Ugly 
sins are dressed in fair names ; and men may do 
pretty much what they please, provided they do not 
shock society by talking about it. There is many a 
Christian who, if truth were known, has sinned as 
badly as David in the sight of God. 

But let us try and learn a lesson, set us by the 
conviction, penitence, and pardon of the royal saint 
and sinner. 

The first thing that strikes us is David's self- 
deceit, his apparent astonishing ignorance of him- 
self. How could David have gone on so long? 
for Nathan did not tax him with his crime till 
some twelve months after it was committed : how 
could David have gone on so long without, it 
seems, being struck with the wickedness of his 
deed? 

I question very much whether he did deceive 
himself in the matter, so much as we might think 
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at first. It was more a defiance of his conscience, 
than ignorance of his fault. All the circumstances 
of the offence shewed his sense of the evil he was 
doing. 

Here is 'an example, perhaps more common than 
we think, of a man in good repute, punctual in his 
devotion, severe in his censure, honoured in his 
station, jet nursing, without outward shame or loss 
of self-confidence in his carriage towards the public 
and his family, the sense of some great wrong. 
However excused or flattered by those about him, 
and it is likely enough that some of David's house- 
hold pointedly showed their indifference to the 
guilt of the transaction, which was notorious ; yet 
David was too true a man not to feel uneasy at his 
sin. He could not have been ignorant of the nature 
of his deed. 

David could not but have known that he had 
done very wickedly. And yet the memory of his 
deed does not spoil the career of his life. So now 
there are people who have sinned deeply against 
their conscience, perhaps somewhat after the same 
way that David sinned, and yet they hold their 
heads up better than might be expected. They 
are not crushed by conscience, not they. They eat 
and drink and sleep and go about their business. 
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hearing sometimes in conversation, or reading in 
the newspapers, of people who have done no worse 
than they, being put to open shame, and losing 
their fair fame and character, perhaps for the re- 
mainder of their lives. But they are undetected. 
No Nathan comes to them with the searching look 
of God's seer and the damning words, " Thou art 
the man!" and so they go their way unrebuked 
longer perhaps even than David; conscious in 
their secret soul of sin, but confident in the face 
which they show towards the world in which they 
move. - 

And yet, withal, there is a feeling of hidden sick- 
ness with which they contemplate their offence. 
It wants but a touch of some Divine discoverer to 
convict them in their own hearts, and if not bring 
them openly to confess to the world, for that may 
not be always possible or right ; but to confess to 
themselves, to God, or, if they cannot find relief in 
so doing, as our prayer book has it, to some learned 
minister of God's word, or it may be to some much- 
beloved and trusty friend. 

It wants but a touch of Divine conviction to 
make them feel unable to contain themselves, to 
make the secret burden, which they have long 
borne, so heavy and intolerable as to drive them 
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to despair if they cannot get rid of it, put it down, 
hurl it out of their hearts as a weight that is 
sinking them to hell. 

This was David's plight when Nathan looked him 
full in the ftw^, while he was full of vehement in- 
dignation against an imaginary offender, and said, 
" Thou art the man !" 

This was a spark to the magazine of his repent- 
ance. He is stunned. The fabric of his safety 
falls about his head. He has not a word to say. 
Tes, he admits it all. The consciousness of sin 
which he had long carried about within him, now 
assumes an importance and proportion it never 
did before. What he had borne with, day after 
day, carrying it about at home and abroad, finding 
that it did not take away all his relish for his 
pleasures or capacity for his business; the old 
familiar offence which was growing lighter, easier 
to bear^ and fading dimly away, now blazes up into 
horrible light and crushes him to the ground. 
When the prophet continues his denimciations, 
hurling them upon the head of the prostrate king, 
with language which in its indignant energy would 
be coarse if it were not so awfully earnest, the 
high-spirited^ sensitive David can make no reply 
till the messenger from the Lord pauses in the 
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terrible storm of his reproach. He can say nothing 
but, " I have sinned against the Lord." 

I do not care what it is that touches the spring 
of a man's conviction. The most unlikely circum- 
stance, the most trifling or seemingly trifling inci- 
dent may reach the sore and put the spark to the 
agony of his shame. But I believe the scene of 
David's conviction is perpetually repeated. It has 
been enacted in some of you, it will be reproduced 
in some of your lives. It may be that no one saw 
the spasm of your heart when the arrow hit you ; 
or, supposing that you are now trying to stifle the 
memory of some wrong deed, no one will see the 
convicting blow when it comes, the word which will 
fire your self-reproach. In order for your case to 
be like David's, it need not be published and re- 
corded. Th^ thrusts of conviction are incessantly 
made by the unseen ministers of God's wrath. A 
man's sin is brought home to him by the magic 
touch of some angel of justice, who passes by and 
lays his silent finger on the shameful spot of guilt 
which then spreads like leaping fire throughout the 
whole of his being. 

We may learn from David what to do then. He 
made no excuse, but said simply and bitterly, "! 
have sinned against the Lord." 
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And Nathan answered and said, " The Lord hath 
put away thy sin." 

How is this ? Is not this too easy ? Does not 
this tune go too fast for the majesty of the Gk)8pel ? 
To be forgiven off hand, as it were, outright, with 
no further examination of the penitent ; no testing 
of his sincerity ; no delay to let the blister of his 
remorse draw, and so make him smart, and remem- 
ber to do the like no more. 

Let him off when he cries out at the first cut of 
the scourge ! Ah ! we can well imagine some wise 
saint of the world shake his head and say, "I 
smell weakness here. If I had had David at my 
feet, I would have made him feel how wicked he 
had been. I would have chastised him sore." 

Ah, me ! Well is it that Q-od sees not as man 
sees. No association of divines would ever have 
invented the Gospel ; for the Gospel, the crowning 
news of news, is that, if we confess our sins, God 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. Aye, in 
a moment, with a flash from heaven, God sends the 
grace of pardon into the sinner's soul who heartily 
confesses his sin. 

Do not you recollect how, when the father of the 
prodigal son saw him, when once he was sure that he 
was indeed his returning son, his very son, he ran 
and fell on his neck and kissed him P 
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So with US, when we have dragged about a con- 
sciousness of sin, or the memory of some shameful 
deed, may be year after year, hoping against hope, 
that it would quite shrink and fade, seeing it re- 
cede in the distance, getting on tolerably comfort- 
ably, accommodating our thoughts to its presence, 
till may be some Nathan of a word or incident has 
stung it into giant power. So with us if we will 
confess our sin, not kick against the pricks, but 
confess our sin unto the Lord. In a moment the 
distant thimder of terrible ominous judgment dies 
away, and the lightnings grow dim, and the cloud 
of remorse rises, and the wind ceases, and there is 
a great calm. A calm like what Christian felt 
when his burden fell off at the foot of the cross, 
and he saw it no more. 

Oh yes, be sure that such is the marvellous 
relationship between us and God, that when we 
are true to ourselves we enjoy Him. If we can see 
ourselves as we are, and if we approach the border 
of conviction, let us never push against the influence 
which is tempting us to express it ; if we see our- 
selves §bs we are, and then go before him, praying 
in secret to our Father, it may be in the familiar 
chamber ; but now sacred with a special consecra- 
tion from on high, if we thus go before Him with 
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wet eyelids and an heart yearning to pour itself out 
before the gentle Jesus, then we shall meet half- 
way the Father's love putting away our sin. 

By complete unsparing confession we fling away 
our offence ; we put it from us. God's grace plucks 
out the sting of sin ; we pass back into our depen- 
dent state ; we return to God. 

Oh yes ! Do not let any cold and righteous 
man think that this representation of God's willing- 
ness to pardon sinners is too bright and flattering. 
Let us hug it close. 

God forgave David at once. He put away his 
sin. His body may have suffered; the compen- 
sating consequences of his crime fulflUed them- 
selves ; but God put away his sin. His heart was 
made light ; the load was taken off that, and then 
his body was ready to bear what it should please 
God to send as his burden in the flesh. 

May such as have never repented, as David did, 
do so now, though they may never have committed 
his sin. The charm of David's penitence and peace 
was that he saw himself as he was ; he confessed, 
and denied not, but said, *^ I have sinned against 
the Lord." 

That, in itself, was almost peace. God made it 
wholly so at once. 
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Be sure that the cleverest, and wisest, and most 
scriptural efforts to conceal our faults from ourselves 
are the continual seal and assurance of damnation, 
dull domestic damnation, which broods over us 
as we sit down to rest and rise up to work. 

While, on the contrary, by opening the book of 
conscience wide, and setting it, without concealment 
or erasure, in the full light of GI-od*s eyes is the only 
way to be saved. 

Let us be open, and when at any time we are 
tempted to make the best of our faults in our 
prayers, and trim them up, or smooth them over, 
remember David and all his trouble. 

If we would take in the wonderful love which 
floats in the air of God's kingdom, which passeth 
all understanding ; that rich, gladsome love which 
can make the blood of hope . and safety tingle once 
more in the dull sinner's veins, let us confess our 
sins unto the Lord utterly and fully. 

There is the prime magic of salvation in the 
deed. If we open our whole heart before Him, 
God will put away our sin ; aye, the old familiar 
sin which we have known so long, or that continued 
evil' habit which we have indulged though it has 
made the heart heavy and sad ; that old familiar 
sin which has dogged and tracked us, which has 
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followed like a sleuth hound at our heels. God 
will turn it back. He will take it away with the 
great, mysterious, and yet fatherly love which He 
showed to his children in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He will put it away, it will not overtake and tear 
us ; but, though we may have sinned against light 
and knowledge, having cast this bitter care upon 
the Lord, we shall be saved, and, instead of the 
stale, aching sense of seK-reproach which weighed 
us down even when we acted our part gaily in the 
face of the world, we shall have a safe central store 
pf peace supplied with the forgiving grace of the 
good Gh)d. 
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Isaiah, xxvi., 3. 

" Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee." 

Peace has ever been praised and desired by the 
majority of mankind. It has always been a marl; 
of the famous golden age, either long past or still 
to come. Men have prayed and fought, laboured 
and laid them down to sleep for peace. For this 
they have sought the companionship of their kind, 
and lived alone. For this they have married, for 
this they have been divorced. For this they have 
longed to retain life ; for this they have been glad 
to die. It is generally supposed to be near, to be 
possible ; but it moves before or follows men like 
the shadow of themselves, which cannot overtake 
them, which they cannot overtake. The schoolboy 
sees it in release from his lessons and his school. 
The man of mid life sees it in his childhood, and by 
the fire-side of an honoured successful age. But 
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when old he looks back with regret to the appetite 
for repose which accompanied an active life. He 
frets in the chimney comer, and threatens with his 
crutch. There is no more peace in twilight than at 
noon. In the morning we say, " Would God it 
were evening," and in the evening, " Would Q-od it 
were morning." 

Our text, however, talks of a perfect peace. 
There is much peace which is imperfect. There is 
the peace of ignorance. The child plays by the 
coffin of its mother. The peasant fool stands 
quietly beneath the tree which draws the lightning 
stroke. But this peace, we need not stop long to 
see, passes away. We learn, our eyes are opened, 
and we regret or shudder at our insensibility. 
There is, however, much to be said for this peace. 
Why disturb the calm of superstition? Why put 
the fanatic out of conceit with his bigoted se- 
curity? Why wake the sleepers who rest and 
smile? 

There is, again, the peace of corruption. Dead 
bodies make no stir, ask no questions, have no 
doubts. They do not quarrel or contend. They lie 
quiet in storm and simshine. It is all one to them 
— in the reeking city grave-yard and the turf 
around the village church. To them the roar of 
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the wheels and the bleating of the sheep are alike. 
Dead bodies make no stir. So dead minds are quiet 
and peaceable enough. They do what they are bid, 
and stay where they are told to stay, without enquiry 
or troublesome thirst for knowledge. They don't want 
to be disturbed ; they will not disturb themselves. 
Their peace is that of quiet, painless stagnation ; 
but we cannot call it perfect. 

Again, there is the dependent peace : when we 
leave other people to think and act for us. This is 
pleasing enough till they make some fatal irre- 
mediable mistake. It is bad enough to lose a few 
bank notes ; but it is a far more serious thing to 
find that your conscience-keeper has embezzled your 
soul. 

Again, there is the peace of success. When the 
action is over then comes reaction. The successful 
man thinks that all is well; the consciousness of 
the esteem in which he is held, swells and subdues 
his heart. He smiles upon an approving world. 
But, before long he makes a mistake, and the cheer 
becomes a hiss. Or the striking qualities which 
won him applause, die out. The upright hero 
becomes a crippled pensioner. A generation arises 
which knows him not. Success must be incessant, 
increasing, to bring peace. The peace it gives is 
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not perfect. It needs patching and polishing as 
soon as it is obtained. It entails labour and in- 
volves additional anxiety. 

Suppose you have done a great thing; what 
then? People only ask what you will do next. 
That pleasant sensation, when your excellence is 
first acknowledged can exist only by a repetition of 
or improvement on that excellence. It is not 
perfect peace. It depends upon self, probably 
as imperfect a source as we could lay our hands 
upon. 

I might thus point out many kinds of peace, 
which indeed seem to be such at first, and have the 
art of concealing or quieting many unpleasant 
people and things; but all these kinds of mock 
peace die out, or break down, or run dry. If not 
that, they hinder our being what we might be ; they 
keep us down. That is not peace which makes a 
man content to live like a beast. That is not peace 
which makes us inaccessible to noble sorrow, and 
godly pain. At the best such peace is like the 
insensibility produced by the drug, or the courage 
drawn from the bottle. Effective perhaps for the 
time ; but sadly imperfect. 

Before I go on to ask what perfect peace is, and 
whence it comes, I will stop to remind you of what 
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we associate most with the word peace. It is the 
opposite to war. It is freedom from disorder, dis- 
turbance. 

But it is by no means idleness. The time of 
peace is the time of work. Then the land is busy. 
It is war which stops the plough and keeps the 
cotton from the loom. War brings the labourer to 
a standstill : war breeds the idlers and paupers of 
a country. 

Thus the commonest notion we have of peace 
shows that it is by no means connected with indo- 
lence or idleness ; that it is not empty repose, but 
the true accompaniment and assistant of work, 
mastery, progress, and gain. The surest advance, 
and most abundant plenty may be made in the 
time of the profoundest peace. There is most life 
where there is least disorder. It is thus in nature. 
What can be more quiet than a field of wheat on 
a still summer day? and yet an important work 
is going on then ; there God is making bread for 
man. 

Again, what suggests more repose than a silent, 
cloudless night ? And yet the globe on which we 
stand, and the brightest of the stars we see, and 
which seem so still, are really whirling through 
space at a prodigious speed. Their perfect peace is 
perfect fulfilment of the will of God. 
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We reply mentally, all this is very well ; but it 
does not tell us about peace of mind. There is 
much to disturb that. Nature smiles ; but man 
weeps. It is a fine* thing to talk about perfect 
peace ; but is it possible ? Is there such a thing 
for us. Peace which can never be destroyed, never 
die out ? 

God's works in nature may go on smoothly 
enough. The world spins round, and sleeps upon 
its pole. But man is beaten here and there, 
worried, upset, disappointed, betrayed, mistaken, 
tempted, diseased. Where can he get perfect 
peace? 

Isaiah says, by keeping his heart staid upon God. 
" Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed on Thee." 

On Thee — there is the point. On God himself. 
We are not the masters of this world, or time. 
We can neither make nor destroy it. By quietly 
doing our own work we do our share, and the 
Great Master will look after us and the rest. He 
commands His own world. We may see how well 
and wisely He does so, where He is not interfered 
with. Most of the mischief is made by man. 
Whoever set Him to work ; however it all began, 
that fact remains. God's works are done well 

o 
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where man does not spoil them ; and much of this 
comes, not from a desire to spoil, but from a desire 
to improve. We often do harm by over-doing our 
work. We often foolishly question, defy, or hasten 
some great process of Q-od's, and then we and others 
suffer for it. 

Peace is found only along with Him, by staying 
upon Him. Those who do the work He plainly 
sets them, need not be distressed about the main 
chance, and the great end and course of life. The 
sailor who has confidence in his captain and pilot 
is at peace ; he knows the ship is in good hands. 
So if we would believe that we are in good hands 
ourselves, how full of comfort we should be. 

It is not in ourselves, or our religion, or our 
Bibles, or our churches, or our prayers that we have 
and feel peace ; but in Q-od, to enable us to receive 
whom all these things are sent and used. 

Even the very highest work and message of all, 
that of our Saviour Jesus Christ, was only to help 
us to be staid upon God. " He suffered the just for 
the unjust that he might bring us to Q-od." In Him 
is Peace. By staying upon Him ; by putting all 
into his hands, or, rather, admitting that they are 
there now, and that we cannot open or close them ; 
that we cannot advise, but have only to hear and 
to obey. In this is peace, perfect peace. 



PEACE. 



83 



I can yet imagine a difficulty. Those who have 
accompanied me see it still. Perfect peace ? And 
yet prophets, saints, apostles, and evangelists have 
had their peace sorely broken. Abel was killed. 
David's heart bled and his spirit was disturbed 
within him. Did not he sin and suffer, and was 
this perfect peace ? Were not the prophets grieved 
at many things ? Were not apostles and evange- 
lists cast down ? Nay, did not our Lord himself 
say, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death i" Was that perfect peace which could have 
a G-ethsemane, a crown of thorns, and a cross P 

I grant all this. Perfect cannot mean unbroken 
ease. The peace which Christ came to give was not 
that of this world; His peace is associated with 
suffering and division. The saint's peace upon 
earth was not outward ease ; unbroken it may be 
hereafter, when the clouds of this life have been 
cleared away ; but here the peace which passeth all 
understanding is often accompanied by most intel- 
ligible pain. Still we find what it is. It comes 
from nothing we can do. It comes from nothing of 
our own. It comes from God, and His love and 
power. 

Once having found that ; having got hold of the 
open secret, we cannot lose it. We know what it 
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is, where it is, and we may be content to wait, 
althougli our waiting be strangely broken and dis- 
turbed. 

I may make this clearer by an illustration. An 
explorer is searching for a new country. He sails 
over the seas, here and there, in vain ; he is deceiv- 
ed by low-lying clouds which look like land, but 
are dispersed as he approaches them. At last, after 
many disappointments, he spies the shore, sails to 
it, finds he is not mistaken this time ; he sets his 
foot upon the beach, he sees new trees, animals, 
plants. He returns to his ship, night comes and 
he can perceive nothing. Nevertheless the discovery 
is made ; the sought for land is found. There is 
an end to his surmises, expectations, guesses, watch- 
ings. The land is found, though he leave or lose 
sight of it. He has fulfilled his object: it is a 
fact : it is there. So the man who has been beat- 
ing about in vain in the waves of this troublesome 
world, looking for peace, steering this way and that, 
but has at last laid hold of the great immoveable 
fact that peace is in God, and not to be got from 
himself, or his fellow-creatures, may often seem 
solitary and disturbed ; but he has made the dis- 
covery, and all is well. 

Again, the discovery of Peace may involve a long 
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waiting, mucli patience, and the like. The husband- 
man who mourns at the drought of a long summer 
and sees the leaf withering, and the grass grow 
brown, may be at rest when once the quickening 
rain has fallen. Q-rowth and health will not be 
restored at once ; but they must come. So many a 
man has to wait even after he has found the re- 
viving peace of God. All will be well in time. He 
need not fret now. He need not be hurried and 
anxious any more. All will be well in time. 

Again, the discovery of peace may involve long 
work as well as waiting. The miner pierces the 
earth here and there ; at last his boring-rod brings 
up the desired coal. It may be only a handful 
fathoms deep ; but a dry handful is enough. The 
precious layer is there, and it is only a matter of 
labour and time now. The mine is found. So in 
our search for peace, when we hit upon the source, 
the rest, if we be in earnest, is sure to follow. 
Yes peace, perfect peace, is in Q-od. Thenceforward 
with more or less progress, we work towards Him. 
There is no fear of being deceived or disappointed. 
We have found what we want. Before, perhaps, we 
sought earnestly, by prayer and reading of the 
Bible, and sacred communion; but nothing came 
of it. Now all is altered : there is work still, and 
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patience and faith are needed; but the store is 
found. We have no more experiments, no more 
blind groping, no more roaming about; the 
treasure is there, an object is given to our 
labours and our lives. We don't make the peace, 
we take it. 

These necessarily imperfect illustrations may 
perhaps help us to understand the value, the per- 
fection of the discovery of peace. Directly we have 
found it, the present and the future are changed. 
We may be tired and hurt ; we may live long, or 
die soon ; there is not much to choose between 
them. This little unit of life, between the crib 
which cradles our first infancy, and the coffin which 
cradles our second, shrinks up into nothing. We 
feel this that and the other trial, we do and say 
foolish things, which show us how helpless and 
sinful we are ; but the more we see our own little^ 
ness and guilt, the more thankfully do we stay 
upon God. Everything is coloured and affected by 
this knowledge. Sin becomes sin against Him. 
Success is His doing ; it is G-od that worketh in us. 
Health is His gift. We cannot thank ourselves for 
anything. The mighty power, greatness and love of 
God swallows up all. When we suffer we remember 
that He is supreme ; and even when we seem to be 
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bewildered we know that He must be near, and 
when the light rises we find we have drifted towards 
Him. Behold old things are passed away, all things 
are become new. The world is changed ; its thorns 
prick us as deeply as ever, our senses feel its plea- 
sures, our minds its lessons ; but beyond, above, 
beside them all there is the great fact of " perfect 
peace" in Him before whom we are, towards whom 
we tend, in whom we live and move and have our 
being. 

It is this great fact which our blessed Lord came 
and died to assure to us. This is the .Gospel. 
Thus the Saviour prayed when his hour was come, 
concerning his disciples, "That they all may be 
one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us." And thus He 
spake about Himself, ** Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit." 

At that moment, when the sin of the world must 
have looked darkest to Him, when faintness and 
pain closed Him round, then He clung to Him in 
whom he prayed his friends might be found. " I am 
not alone," He had told them, when He was deserted 
by man, " I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me." And so at the last, " Into thy hands I 
commend my spirit." 
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the great assurance, 
that we may safely do the same. Stay upon God; 
and then come work, come failure, come success, 
come sorrow, in Him, in the Father, we shall find 
Perfect Peace. 



THIEST. 



Isaiah, iv., 1. 

" Ho ! every one that thirsteth oome ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money come ye buy and eat, yea come buy 
wine and milk without money and without price." 

Thibst is the commonest appetite. In the com- 
position of the human body fluids form a far greater 
proportion than solids. Want of liquids will kill a 
man much sooner than want of dry food. Thirst is 
the appetite of infancy and of the dying bed. In 
the figurative language of our text, thirst is used 
to express the first, the deepest, and, at the 
same time, the commonest longings of the human 
heart. 

Water is the simplest drink. It is the founda- 
tion and main ingredient of all others. Flesh and 
com have to be prepared by artificial means before 
they are fit for food ; but water is purest from the 
spring. Thus Isaiah, with an eye to the commonest 
appetite, and the truest, the universal relief, says. 
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"Ho! every one tliat thirsteth, come ye to tlie 
waters." 

We will consider first to wliom the invitation is 
given. " Every one that tliirsteth." By the waters, 
we Christians distinctly understand Christ, who is 
the truth and the life, who said of himself, " If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink." 

A desire for something is implanted in every 
human breast. It may be a desire for what, when 
gained, would give no relief ; it may be a desire for 
what is best and purest. But whatever it be, the 
thirsting soul is bidden. 

We will take a few instances. Suppose the desire 
to be the desire for distinction. This is common 
enough. From the prize at school, to the highest 
position of ripe experienced age it supplies the 
motive for exertion to thousands. All run, though 
one obtains the prize. It stimulates the scholar, 
the artist, the mechanic, the soldier, the clergyman, 
the advocate, the merchant, the senator. To be 
distinguished in his own class, to rise, to be recog- 
nized as superior to his fellows, to receive the medal, 
the testimonial, the flattering paragraph in the 
newspaper, the notice of the great, the applause of 
the many ; this is considered by thousands a reward 
which repays toil of brain and handj sleepless 



THIEST. 



91 



nights, wearisome years, perhaps a broken consti- 
tution and a shortened life. The thirst for distinc- 
tion is one of the commonest, strongest desires of 
mankind. But to those who feel and foUow it, God 
says by Isaiah, " Come ye to the waters," by his 
Son, " Come unto me and drink." We will not 
speak of the disappointment which so many meet 
with who desire simply to excel ; but we ask, what 
is this thirst for distinction when compared with 
the aim of Christ ? Did He feel it ? No doubt He 
did. But did he yield to it ? No. To take one 
instance, the desire entered His heart directly He 
came forth before men. When the devil shewed 
Him aU the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them, He was tempted by this desire of distinc- 
tion ; but how did he resist it ? By the thought, 
" Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve. Him shalt thou serve, not 
thyself." 

Another instance occurs later in his ministry, 
when the fulfilment of such a desire was possible, 
nay probable, within His reach, when the five 
thousand whom He had fed in the wilderness were 
about to make Him a king by force; when the 
golden opportunity seemed to have arrived for an 
oppressed people to set the crown of David on His 
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head. But what did He do ? He sent away the 
multitudes and departed into a mountain by Himself 
to pray. 

Depend upon it, the desire of distinction alone 
and by itself is selfish. It is a dangerous desire. 
God calls us off from it i^hat we may contemplate 
Christ, who sought not His own glory; but the 
glory of Him who sent Him. 

We are not taught to ask for distinction for our- 
selves in the Lord's prayer. The petition there put 
into our mouths is, " Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven." In heaven the 
desire of distinction is represented to have hurled 
an angel into hell ; and upon earth the same desire 
unfits some of the Father's noblest children for their 
place in the kingdom of God. Whoever you be, 
hear the words of wisdom. " Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth " after distinction " come ye to the waters," 
come ye to Christ. 

" He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross ; wherefore God 
who hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a 
name which is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow." Here was the 
true distinction; submission, patience, ministry, 
sacrifice for others, and the leaving of the issue in 
our Father's hands. 
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There is another thirst which we will notice, that 
for human love, for a requital of affection. This is 
better than that we have examined, for it often 
involves a certain amount of self-denial, a yielding 
of our own wills ; but it is really only one of the 
means whereby God trains us for perfect union 
with Him who is the One Sacrifice. The desire for 
human love is felt in every condition and relation 
of life ; chiefly by the parent, the child, the wife, 
the husband, and the lover. 

For a man to feel that he is loved, though it were 
only by one other human being, is the greatest 
support that God has given us on earth. For a 
man to feel that he need not explain himself, or 
restrain his feelings, or be on his guard, or best 
behaviour ; but that he may trust some one, utterly, 
without fear, without danger of being misunder- 
stood, not because of his own good qualities, but 
simply because that one person loves him — has 
proved the sole support of many through an irksome 
life. This is the charm of home. The want of 
home, the dreary sense of having the love of no 
human being has driven thousands into vice, crime, 
suicide. The want of love fills the jail and feeds the 
gallows. The having it cheers the hardest lot, and 
brightens the poorest hearth. 
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Thus the thirst for love is one of the deepest 
longings of the heart. And God knows and meets 
it. " Herein is love, not that we loved God ; but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins." There is one who can and 
will answer without a fear of failure, or passing 
suspicion of coldness, this deepest, purest longing of 
the heart. For to cast our all upon the requital of 
affection from another feUow-creature is a danger- 
ous cast. Christ is the representative of humanity. 
The love we feel to Him consecrates and illuminates 
aU affection upon earth. The love we feel for 
others is intended to lead us up to Him who is. the 
head and heart of man ; who abideth ever. 

Others who return our love to-day may change, 
or go mad, or die ; we may leave or lose them ; 
moreover, being human, fallible, sinful, they may 
confirm us in errors, flatter us, make us vain, dim 
our sense of what is right and true. The help they 
give us is indeed God-sent, but not sufficient. No 
man may deliver his brother, or make agreement 
with God for him. They are inferior mediators 
between us and Him who is love and the fountain 
of love. 

There is only one true mediator, the Man Christ 
Jesus, who gathers up into himself all loving hearts. 
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being lifted up upon the cross and on the right 
hand of God, He draws all men unto Him. To Him 
therefore are those called who thirst after human 
love, wh9 feel that life is death unless there be one 
like unto themselves, tempted, tried ; who can thus 
understand them, make allowance where allowance 
ought to be made, one on whom they can perfectly 
depend. That one is the Son of Man. " Ho ! every 
one that thirsteth" for affection, that would be 
loved, " come ye to the waters," come ye to Christ, 
whose heart yearns over you with a tenderness 
deeper and purer than ever warmed the heart of one 
who though a fellow-sufferer was yet a feUow-sin- 
ner. He was tempted on all points, like as we are, 
yet without sin. 

These two are representatives of two classes of 
desire, of thirst. There is one other different to 
eitber of these, which we wiU now examine ; that is 
the spiritual thirst. It is difficult, perhaps impos- 
sible, to define this succinctly, to explain this in a 
sentence. There is in many breasts a desire for 
some satisfaction better than mere outward human 
things can jgive, better than human distinction, 
deeper than the return of human love. In some it is 
intermittent, feeble ; in others aching, importunate, 
constant. It is the desire which is at the root of 
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all religion, many heresies, and mucli of what is 
called infidelity. 

We English are not an imaginative impulsive 
race, yet deep within the English heart there is an 
appetite for Divine truth, a desire to know for our- 
selves at first hand the things of the kingdom of 
heaven. I do not like to think — ^^I do not think 
that any of you would be here to-day without some 
spiritual thirst, though you may never have distin- 
guished it to yourself by that name. Custom is not 
the only reason for going to church. 

Now, by what means do men seek to satisfy 
this spiritual thirst ? Often by a compliance with 
the outward ceremonies and forms of religion. 
Forms are good and necessary, but not enough. 
Forms without life are like beautiful corpses, fault- 
less in shape and feature, impressive, solemn ; but 
of themselves they cannot repay the admiration we 
bestow ; they are dead unless filled with the Holy 
Ghost, animated by the Spirit. They are used by 
God to bear, show, and carry life; but they are 
only means, instruments, channels. We must look 
beyond them ere they are filled with that which can 
satisfy spiritual thirst. 

The forms of church worship are like the pitcher 
which must be filled at the well ; which, themselves 
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empty and dry, will not, because they cannot, quench 
or relieve the appetite of the soul. To you who 
use and love to use the appointed means of grace, 
we say, in the words of Isaiah, "Ho! every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters. Press up 
close to the fountain itself, draw near to God, and 
do not be content with possessing even the best 
instruments of prayer, revelation, and communion. 
Better kneel poor and naked on the brink with lips 
that kiss the water, than stop to admire the work- 
ing of the most costly and ingenious machine that 
is constructed to raise and distribute it. 

Lastly ; hesitate not. Think not that God re- 
quires you to do something, or bring something 
before He can help you ; all He requires is thirst. 
" Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters ; and he that hath no money, come ye buy 
and eat, yea come buy wine and milk without 
money aod without price." 

Without price. God does not sell blessings. 
You shrink back because you are unworthy, or 
sinful, or in doubt, or shame. Fear not ; let none 
of these things hinder you ; only, if you have any 
thirst for what is true, and holy, and rigfit,* come 
unto the waters; you may have failed, you may 
have been struggling to perfect your repentance, 
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and cannot perfect it, to brace up your resolutions, 
to observe your vows, to keep your temper, to 
govern your tongue, to throw off your indolence, to 
quicken your charity ; you may have failed in each 
or all of these attempts, and you may be inclined 
to say, " It is of no use, I have tried long without 
success, I have nothing but a disappointed heart, 
diseased, sinful, impotent. I have nothing to offer. 
My prayers and my alms have not gone up for a 
memorial before God. I have nothing wherewith 
to present myself before the Lord." 

Fear not; He requires nothing. *^Ho! every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and he 
that hath no money, come ye buy and eat, yea come 
buy wine and milk without, money and without 
price." 
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liUTLBf xriii., 39. 

And they that went before rebuked him that he should 
hold luB peace; but he cried so much the more, Thou son 
of David haye mercy on me !" 

This verse is taken from the account of our 
Lord's healing of Bartimeus. Bartimeus was a 
blind way-side beggar, who sat by the great high- 
way from Qulilee to Judea, just outside the town of 
Jericho. 

Every morning he groped his way to his station, 
and when he heard the footsteps of travellers pass- 
Mig ^y> begged aloud, or with silent gesture of 
entreaty, for alms. It was a dreary life. There 
he sat through summer and winter, cold and heat, 
wet and dry. The people knew him well. Blind 
Bartimeus the son of Timeus. 

It appears that he had heard about Jesus. The 
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kind country folk, who came up to keep the feasts 
at Jerusalem, no doubt told the blind beggar, who 
sat by the side of the road, about the wonders 
Jesus had done for the blind in Gblilee. 

Many a time Bartimeus, sitting there hour after 
hour, wished he could set forth and search for the 
famous wonder-worker. But Gralilee was a long 
way off ; he had no friends, such as the Centurion, 
to plead for him, and therefore he was obliged to 
content himself with hearing of the cures which had 
been wrought on others, and hoping against hope 
himself. 

At last the happy day came. He was sitting in 
his old place, and hearing a multitude pass by he 
asked what it meant, and they told him that Jesus 
of Nazareth passeth by. 

There was not a moment to be lost. Jesus was 
there. In a minute He would have gone on. And 
he cried, with no mere plaintive utterance of re- 
spectful prayer, but with a shrill and passionate 
shout, like that of a drowning man, which rose 
above the hum of voices and the tramp of feet, 
"Jesus! — Thou Son of David!— have mercy on 
me 1" Not once merely ; but again and again, 
with gathering eagerness, and straining throat, as 
he he^rd the footsteps pass away. 
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So vehement was he that some of the people bade 
him hold his peace. But how could he be quiet 
with th^ chance of a cure, after years of blindness, 
now suddenly within his reach ? He cried so much 
the more, " Jesus ! Jesus !— Thou Son of David !'* 
At last he is heard. But so flushed and eager was 
he that he does not seem to have caught the Lord's 
answer at the first ; he was deafened by his own 
bewilderment and the nervous agony of his prayer. 
The nearest people were obliged to tell him, " Be of 
good comfort ; rise. He calleth thee." 

Then the beggar, hitherto not knowing which way 
to turn ; but only stretching out his blind beseech- 
ing hands, casts aside his garment, flings off his 
tattered cloak, which cumbered and entangled him, 
and rose and came to Jesus, and was healed. 

The verse I have chosen for my text reminds us 
of the reward of perseverance. They which went 
before rebuked him that he should hold his peace ; 
but he cried so much the more, " Thou Son of David 
have mercy on me." 

First, generally, if we have anything special to do 
or get, we must speak and act for ourselves. We 
shall be hindered by people who ought to help us. 
But really there is often no greater help than a 
judicious hindrance. There is so much false en- 
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thusiasm that the world generally throws cold 
water upon the first symptoms of any. And the 
world is right; it is well that it shotdd. The 
cowardly and the shallow soon give up ; but where 
the fire of confidence burns strong within, opposi* 
tion only whets the wish. The man with a real 
purpose and determined will rejects the timid time- 
serving advice of ordinary people and wins at 
last. 

Those who suspected at last support him. Many 
people who give timid advice often learn to like its 
rejection. Cautious men admire one who is not 
afraid to accept responsibility, and frequently re- 
spect him who has the courage to discard their 
counsel. 

We all despise any one whom we easily divert 
from his purpose. Thus we get a general lesson 
about perseverance from Bartimeus, who cried so 
much the more when they which went before re- 
buked him that he should hold his peace. 

But we may learn from Bartimeus something 
more than what may sound like mere worldly 
wisdom ; we may learn to persevere when we are 
seeking after God. As he sat there by the way side 
with heavy heart and sightless eyes, he may well 
represent a saddened darkened soul. 
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And as Bartimeus heard of Jesus by the stir of 
the passing multitude, so men who are downcast 
• and perplexed are struck by some religious move- 
ment, and begin to seek for God of themselves. 

But when a man is awakened to a search after 
truth ; when he begins to cry that his eyes may be 
opened, and apply to him who is the Light of the 
world, he is sure to meet with hindrances from those 
who, like the multitude, seem to be with Jesus and 
on his side. 

Let a man once dare to be in earnest about re- 
ligion, and seek for the truth himself, he will 
offend the propriety of some quiet common-place 
Christians. 

He may do this in several ways. Suppose he is 
awakened in the matter of Christian practice. He 
,knows nothing of Christian finesse and pious diplo- 
macy. The newly-opened heaven and hell are to 
him most real, and not to be dallied with. He is 
shocked at much questionable business among pro- 
fessing Christians, the semi-deceit, the little deviation 
from straight-forwardness, the coquetting with the 
unclean thing, which the established thriving Chris- 
tian too often permits. 

The new-born soul resents all this, and is rebuked, 
chilled, cried down. 
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Oh ! let him keep his sensitiveness and his fresh- 
ness ; lest he become one of those feebly cautious 
men who, under the pretence of avoiding party, • 
commit themselves to nothing but the safest tru- 
isms. Who are neither cold nor hot ; which is the 
worst, the most hopeless temperature of the Christian 
atmosphere. 

This leads us on to another view of the same 
thought. May be, the awakened soul has great 
searchings of heart about the form in which the 
truth has hitherto been offered, though in vain, to 
his notice. He presses ordinary professors of re- 
ligion with close questions about the faith, and 
they do not like it. They have gone on in the old 
way for a long time. They have accepted without 
enquiry the usual statements about the Bible, 
the Church, and the Gospel, and when asked for a 
reason of the hope that is in them they find it dif- 
ficult to reply, except by censure. 

Probably they find that they really have nothing 
to say. In this case they check the learner with 
some saws about the presumption of human reason 
and the folly of attempting to search out the things 
of God. 

Oh ! how often it happens that the eager soul 
which asks with apparent fearlessness about the 
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deepest and most sacred things, is far from presum- 
ing. Is indeed longing with true spiritual thirst 
to fill his little cup at the fountain of truth. Be- 
lieving in a God, a living Grod, who is the source of 
truth, with a deep and trembling consciousness of 
the reality of His great presence ; he pushes wildly, 
one might say rudely on, to fling himself at his 
Father's feet. 

Now it is evident that so eager and vehement a 
procedure must disturb the still air and decorous 
procession of quiet Christian life. And not un- 
frequently th'e disturber is silenced, sometimes far 
worse, is changed into a bitter controversialist and 
railer ; is soured and made into an infidel from the 
very abundance and excess of zeal with which he 
first began to enquire about the faith. 

Well for him, if like Bartimeus, he goes on. For 
Jesus will not overlook the rude and struggling 
beginner. Let him but go on ; let him cry again 
and use honestly all the means and faculties God 
has given him to receive the truth, and not allow 
himself to be overawed even by grey-headed re- 
proaches of impertinence arid presumption. 

But perhaps when the newly-touched soul, 
roughly clutching at anything within his reach and 
crying aloud in the most unseemly way, quite put- 
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ting out the company of the faithful who are 
gathered round the Lord, as Bartimeus offended 
the people round Jesus, with his shouts — perhaps 
he does more than startle the stolid ignorance of 
some Christians. It is very possible for him to 
alarm them seriously. 

The spiritual Bartimeus, who sits by the side 
of the road of truth, not only interrupts the 
drowsy hum of the common-place Christians, but 
effects some , entrance into their minds. There is 
that in his cries which may make mischief. He 
puts questions which find an entrance ; but produce 
no answer. He not only creates alarm; but he 
causes dismay. And the crowd which, surrounds 
Christ rebuke him that he should hold his peace. 

In this case they are like bad swimmers, who 
hope to keep their chins above water till their feet 
touch ground, but dread the clutch of a struggling, 
perhaps a drowning man; and rather than save 
him, rather than try to help him, thrust him away. 
Thus there is nothing more disagreeable to some 
Christians than the earnestness of an awakened 
soul. They would decline the risk of enquiry. 
But perhaps there are times in which the truth is 
being sought earnestly even by those who are 
accused of opposing it. No doubt such men will 
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stumble iand err. But better for men to stumble 
and err than to sit still with their eyes shut.. 
Better for religion to be a subject of enquiry than 
of mere polite conversation. Better for the most 
sacred things to be handled earnestly with a deep 
determined, even a desperate purpose to know more 
about them, than for them to lie clean and packed 
up upon the shelf. Better for a Bible to be rough- 
ly thumbed isind scored by eager truth-seeking men, 
than bound in velvet and gold, be blindly bowed to 
as a volume of naagic. 

There is a demand for religious knowledge in 
the present day, which will not be put down by 
mere official cries for silence in the courts of the 
church. Men will ask the meaning of the most 
sacred awful things. They will question the sense 
of the words hell and heaven. They will try the 
authority of the Bible and the Divine. 

And it is well that they should. If we believe 
in our Christianity, let it be assailed. The sailor 
in a rotten ship alone will turn pale as he sees the 
wind streaks on the waves, and the storm heap 
piled up upon the plain of the horizon. But if we 
believe our ship to be sound we shall not pray for 
a continuous calm. 

And in the same way, if we are sure in our faith, 
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we shall not fret at assaults, nor at blundering 
help. We shall recognise the spirit of earnestness 
in cries which sound unseemly to the church at 
large. 

For there is often a search after Christ, a 
genuine crying out to him, which is sought to be 
repressed by the multitude who press around his 
words. 

They say all manner of hard things of the daring 
enquirer. They call his desperate struggles to tear 
off the bandages which have been wrapped about 
the truth, irreverent. They call him names. 
What! will he not be content to take things as 
they are given to him? Must he needs enquire 
for himself ? Will he not be satisfied with what 
has satisfied others ? Thus they clamour, and bid 
him hold his peace. 

Some of course shrink under this treatment ; 
they suspect themselves, and subside into a silence 
which is decorous to the multitude, though it be 
burning torture to the man. 

Others are encouraged, strengthened, made sup- 
ple, hardy, and healthy by opposition, and redeem 
the nation's faith in the great growth and progress 
towards truth. I will try and make this plainer 
by an illustration. 
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When a tree grows, there must be some branches 
which bear the weight of the wind, and the sting 
of the hail. Curiously enough it is the thin twig, 
and slight leaf, the weakest, the last born, which 
pushes itself out, risking the sun-stroke, frost, and 
the storm. 

The whole growth of the tree is heralded by these 
extreme enquiring twigs. They feel for the light 
and the rain; they convey these to the central 
reservoirs of life. When the tree ceases to put 
them out its period of fulness is come, and thence- 
forth there is nothing but decline. 

When they fail, everything fails ; when the leaf 
and the root point, which are the pores and the 
palate of the tree, are dull and stale, the tree 
dies. 

And so when the freshest, farthest-reaching 
members of the Church, which seem to be most 
distant from the centre, are inactive, the Church 
fades. The main body and trunk, the fixed and 
heavy limbs are dependent upon the slight pre- 
sumptuous twigs, which stretch themselves up to- 
wards heaven their own way, and feed upon the 
free air which plays around. Nip them with frost, 
cut them off, prevent them discharging their natural 
functions, following their natural aspirations, and 
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you change the living tree into dead timber, of 
which there is only one question — how soon it will 
rot. 

But I must draw these thoughts, which have 
arisen out of the story of Bartimeus, to an end. 

There is only one more of which I shall remind 
you. He prevailed at length, and not only so, but 
the people who rebuked him bade him " arise and 
be of good courage." If you are sincere, by perse- 
verance the sympathy, which seems to be denied 
you, shall be granted at last Not only is it true 
that " He which endureth unto the end shall be 
saved but it shall be seen that God is with him 
of a truth. 

Only let him go on calling upon Christ. If 
Bartimeus had stopped to rail at those who would 
have checked him, probably he would not have 
been heard by the Lord. Do not let us think too 
much of passing human hindrances, when we have 
Grod before us, or our salvation in suspense. Let 
us not stop to bandy words ; but cry so much the 
more, " Thou Son of David have mercy on me." 

Let us not seek the truth by mere controversy 
with men ; but by earnest wrestling, in prayer, with 
God. Let us not pause to decide among conflicting 
expositors; but use that best Book which our 
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Church puts freely before us. By which, under 
God's Spirit, it professes to be guided itself. 

Let us, like Bartimeus, however blind we may 
feel ourselves to be, apply to the Light of the 
World Himself, reading, marking, learning His 
words ; praying to him, receiving the Godly motion 
of His Spirit in our own, and not be silenced or 
put down by thB mistaken zeal of those who cannot 
bear sharp rude cries for light in the company of 
the Church of Christ. 
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« John, ii., 1, 2. 

" And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Gblilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there, and both Jesus was called 
and His disciples to the marriage." 

There was a marriage in Cana ; no great place, 
nor I suppose were the people married thought 
much of at the time. But it was a matter of much 
interest to many there. There were two who had 
to stand in a new relation to the little world in 
which they were known. He had to be the Hus- 
band, or the House band, the one who had to bear 
the responsibility of the household before men, 
to win the bread and fight the battle out of doors. 
She had to make that home an happy one, when 
the working head came back from his work ; to ease 
his care by sympathy and affection. 

It was a day of importance to two at least 
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who had then to begin the discharge of their new 
duties, lying respectively in the world without, and 
in the house at home. 

It was a day of passing interest to others as 
well ; to the young men and maidens who formed 
the bridal procession. On that day the fisher's boat 
was drawn up upon the beach, the sheep were left 
with a keeper, the plough stood in the furrow, the 
spinner's distaff was laid aside. 

Then the wedding garments were put on, the 
bridal chant rehearsed, the lamp trimmed, the 
marriage gift presented. Tradition says that it 
was the marriage of the Evangelist St. John. 

At any rate the mother of Jesus was there, and 
both Jesus and his disciples were bidden among the 
guests. 

Considering the unreal sublimated notions that 
sometimes prevail about the person and the work of 
our Lord, as if He were a sort of Condescending 
demi-god who acc6mmodated himself occcasionally to 
the scenes of earth ; or as if His presence was so awful 
as to check all feelings and utterances but those of 
prayer and praise, it is well to fix in our minds that 
we meet Him first manifesting forth His glory on so 
truly human and natural an occasion as a marriage. 

I am not going to preach about the miracle he 

I 
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performed there. There is enough for us to learn 
at one time, in the mere fact of his being there at 
all. Perhaps we can learn more from this than 
from the miracle. Some people think that the age 
of miracles has passed ; 'everybody knows that that 
of marriages has not. We are therefore apparently 
most concerned in the presence of the Lord at a 
wedding. There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee 
and Jesus was there. 

The first obvious thought started by this fact is 
that Jesus not only tolerates the social usages of 
life, its festivities among the rest, but encourages 
and sanctifies them. He came first publicly among 
his people at a marriage supper. He left them 
blessing the bread and the wine at their great 
national feast. 

Some gloomy people frown upon the common 
signs of cheerfulness. They affect to believe that 
even in laughter the heart of a good man is sorrow- 
ful. The innocent merry-making of grown up 
people savours to them of the world. And they 
think that the less Christians have to do with it the 
better. 

I will not dwell on this melancholy creed. It 
has its eternal antidote in the marrriage feast at 
Cana when the Lord Himself was present, and so 
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far from checking the festivities, enabled the guests 
to prolong them when they had already drunk up 
all the wine provided by the master of the house. 

However badly this fact may have been applied 
and used; however completely some would reverse 
the miracle of Christ and change wine into water ; 
however much they may try to dilute the lesson to be 
learnt from the most remarkable scene recorded in the 
gospel for to-day, the scene remains; a stubborn 
corrective to that morbid social morality which repre- 
sents this world to be no better than a vale of tears. 

The sight of Jesus at a joyful feast in which 
the people sit down to eat or to drink after the 
common way, and the guests praise the good cheer 
set before them, may however well suggest the 
question. Do we not need Christ at seasons of 
festivity as much or even more than at other 
times ? Perhaps we do. This may account partly 
for the first scene of our Lord^s public ministry 
laid at a feast. 

Sorrow, they say, softens and humbles, while 
pleasure unsettles us. I question whether there is 
much to choose between the effects they respectively 
produce. The cares of the world as well as its 
riches choke the good seed. I doubt whether the 
sorrowful make better Christians than the cheerful. 

I 2 
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Take the year through, and the day is as long as 
the night ; while the songs of the spring, the flowers 
of the summer, and the fruits of the autumn, give 
the preponderance of gladness to those portions 
of the earth which are inhabited by man. And as 
Jesus works along with the Father, and whatsoever 
things he seeth the Father do these also doeth the 
Son likewise, we may expect his ministry to 
concern the marriage as well as the death-bed, and 
the table as much as the tomb. 

Pure religion, in one form or another, is never 
unseasonable. It consists, as far as our personal con- 
duct of life is concerned, in keeping ourselves un- 
spotted from the world ; in the world though not 
oif it. 

Our conversation must be no patchwork of good 
and evil. If we give, or think we give our worship 
to God and stop the devil's mouth by an occasional 
indulgence, the devil will soon get our worship too. 
There is no more fatal mistake than to think that 
the spirit of the Sunday can be dropped in the 
week, or that if we pay our dues in the House of 
God we may please ourselves in the house of man. 
Do not suppose that our Divine Master winks at 
some things which he knows to be wrong, provided 
we keep tolerably straight on the whole, or that we 
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may quit our post for a time, like soldiers on fur- 
lough, who have no disagreeable questions put to 
them about their behaviour at home if they rejoin 
their regiment on the appointed day. 

We cannot serve God thus. The Captain of our 
Salvation is our companion as well. The true 
holiness which he requires is never out of place. 
He tells us to remember the glory of God, whether 
we eat or drink, or whatever we do. And therefore 
He delivers us from the suspicion that the natural 
innocent festivities of social life are wrong or even 
questionable, by manifesting forth His glory at a 
marriage feast, to which he had been invited as a 
guest. 

Nor let us think that this visit of the Lord to 
the people who kept feast at Cana was a singular 
condescension ; one which we may remember, but 
never expect to see repeated. Jesus would be* 
always bidden at our seasons of joy ; for be sure 
that, if we do not send Him an invitation, the devil 
will come without one. 

Another thought. There is an exquisite tender- 
]iess in our Lord's binding His disciples to Him at 
this marriage feast. He does not tell them of the 
cross as yet. He speaks unto them as they are 
able to bear it. The cross will come, and its 
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counterpart in the life of all His disciples ; but the 
Master will not mention it unto them now. 

It is very touching to see how considerate and 
kind our Lord was so soon after his fierce tempta- 
tion and long fasting in the wilderness. He does 
not come breathing asceticism ; but changes water 
into wine. He who had lately been hard pressed 
for bread. 

But such is His way with man. His mind can 
be tender and full of compassion, while his body 
writhes upon the cross itself. So it is always. So 
it is with us. If we will be ruled and led by Him 
He will train us as we need to be trained. He will 
nurse the fresh-bom habit into another nature. 
Self-command will be tested, developed. Though 
sharper trials come on, as this life passes by, He 
will lay upon us no greater burden than we are 
able to bear. 

One more thought about His presence at the 
marriage. He who will not use the Spirit of 
Christ in his life may not expect to be strengthened 
by it in his death. If He is shut out from the 
house of feasting, we must not wonder at His 
absence from the house of mourning. If He does 
not sanctify our joys, He does not relieve our 
sorrows. 
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Let us then all try to welcome the spirit and 
presence of Christ betimes. We call Him a physi- 
cian ; but He is not a physician who need be sent 
for only when we are sick. He gives medicine to 
heal our souls ; but He is the Bread of Life too ; 
needed as much when we have to discharge our 
duty, as when we are laid aside, and unable to do 
our work. 

His promise was, " Lo ! I am with you alway." 
The command of His apostle was, " Whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 
Him." Yes, let us believe that He is as ready to 
rejoice with those that rejoice, as to weep with 
those that weep. Then shall our laughter not be 
turned into mourning nor our joy into heaviness. 
Let us have no pleasures of which we should like 
Him to be ignorant, and then we shall have no 
pains which He will not soothe. If we are ashamed 
of Him at our season of gladness. He will be 
ashamed of us in the great day of the rejoicing of 
His saints, when they sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and drink the new wine of the 
kingdom of His Father, at the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. 
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DEVOTION TO DUTY. 

John, x., 11, 12. 

" Jesus said I am the good Shepherd, the good Shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep, but he that is a hireling and not 
the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth 
them and scattereth the sheep." 

When we hear of our Lord Jesus Christ being 
the good shepherd, and giving his life for the sheep, 
our minds turn at once to the sacrifice of Himself 
upon the cross. And thus this character of the 
good shepherd seems to belong only to Christ. 
But, in fact, our Lord Jesus Christ was so 
thoroughly the Son of Man, so completely one of 
us, that everything in His history has something 
answering to it in ours. We have our work, our 
temptation, our hours of agony, our death as well 
as He. We have all to bear our cross, and that not 
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as mere imitators or copiers of Christ, for we must 
guard against this cold servility, but in a far nearer, 
closer way, even as the Scripture has it, "if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of 
His." " Let the same mind be in you which was 
in Christ Jesus." 

Thus when our Lord says, " the good Shepherd 
giveth His life for the sheep," He does not refer to 
Himself, and His own death alone, but points out a 
law, drawing the distinction between a good shep- 
herd and an hireling. The one meets danger and 
risk, come what will; the other flies from it at 
once. The one cares for the sheep, the other cares 
for himseK. The one loves his work, the other 
loves his wages alone. 

Let us, taking the test or standard given here by 
our Lord, look a little into these two characters, the 
shepherd and the hireling. 

First, in order that we may know to whom our 
conclusions will apply, we may as well ask who a 
shepherd was. Who is meant by this personage in 
our Lord's illustration. Is the spiritual pastor 
alone pointed out? Surely not. He is meant, 
of course, and the illustration applies with direct 
and appropriate force to him. He is expected 
to give his life for the sheep, to work in what he 
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conceives will benefit them, body and soul; at 
personal inconvenience or danger to his life, reputa- 
tion, health, fortune, or whatever it may be which his 
duty, as he sees it, seems to threaten or imperil. 
We must not confine the sacrifice here pointed out 
to mere corporal dying, the mere stopping of the 
heart and lungs. To give your life you may con- 
tinue to breathe and still make a close and precious 
sacrifice, you may have to yield that which the 
profane think is most worth living for, present 
success, smiles, professional advancement. More- 
over, the spiritual pastor is expected to bear as well 
as he can what St. Paul calls the care of the 
churches, the anxiety about those he loves and longs 
to see do right, and to be righted. He must bear 
disheartenment in feeling he has great truths to 
utter which fall flat when he utters them; beside 
a hundred petty little vexations and crosses which, 
like small cracks, are able to sink the biggest ship 
if there be enough of them. Exposure to these 
things is no doubt wearing, but a pastor ought to 
make as light of them as he can ; nor will they be 
too heavy if he casts his care upon God, and forgets 
himseK in the presence of the great worker. This 
will give him courage, power, and spirits. He will 
do and say what he feels best and truest, though 
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he may lose or miss getting many of the good things 
of this world; though in a very real and common 
sense, he lay down his life. 

But though a pastor be a shepherd, yet he is by 
no means the only one. Every man, whether he be 
among the priests or among the people, must be 
joined to Christ, and share with Christ in His 
shepherd work. Every one must be tried by the 
test our Lord provides : " the good Shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep." 

Whoever is responsible for any work which affects 
his fellow creature, whoever has to look after others, 
and in anywise take care of them, or protect their 
interests, is so far a shepherd. Any one who has to 
teach, to feed, to help, to advise, to care for another, 
must take the Chief Shepherd Jesus Christ as 
his master, must serve in his spirit if he would 
serve truly. 

A parent has to care for, tend, and teach his 
children. An officer, and private too, has the 
honour of his regiment to support, and the well- 
being of his comrades to respect. The physician 
guides his patients ; they are committed to his care 
in a special sense. The scholars are educated by the 
schoolmaster. The workman is concerned in the in- 
terests of his employer, and the employer in those of 
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his servants or workmen. There is hardly any posi- 
tion in life, from that of the little maid who has to 
take care of a child, to that of the ruler of a 
country, who decides upon peace or war ; but the 
example of the Chief Shepherd is the only true one. 
And that not merely as a lifeless model. Our Lord 
is not that. He is not a mere example, a mere 
pattern to work by. I should say, to complete my 
meaning, that in every position the spirit of Christ 
is the only true spirit we can work by. He is the 
Source of Life to the servant and the sovereign, 
the maid and the monarch. Every one of us must 
draw from Him, if we would do our business aright. 
In everything we are responsible for, let us see in 
the sacrifice of the Chief Shepherd how to do our 
duty. 

. Our Lord takes an illustration very familiar to 
His hearers, the work of keeping sheep. One man 
does this well, and is called a good shepherd ; the 
other does it badly and is called an hireling. 

Now we may ask again, what is a good shepherd ? 
When does a man discharge his duties well towards 
those he has to care for. 

Our Lord tells us. " The good Shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep." That is the test of the 
true worker in whatever calling or position he may 



DEVOTION TO DUTY. 



125 



be. In the illustration itself, which our Lord uses, 
the shepherd risks his life to drive away the wolves ; 
and it is the same in every calling. The good 
physician will not run away from his charge, though 
some terrible disease come suddenly upon it. The 
sick are his sheep, and he must meet death with 
them rather than escape it alone. The approach 
of a contagious disorder tries his truth, just as 
the howl of the wolves over the snow tests the 
mettle of the shepherd. The hireling fleeth; 
carries off his coward body. The good man giveth 
his life. 

His life is not always taken, however. The wolf 
and the pestilence are not always triumphant. But 
the good man meets and fights with them, come 
what will. Thus the physician must take the 
Chief Shepherd as his master if he be a true man. 
So the soldier. The ensign who was found after 
the battle, flat upon his face, with a bullet through 
his heart, dead ; but with the colours of the regi- 
ment wrapped around his body, had done his duty 
in the spirit of the good shepherd, who giveth his 
life for the sheep. Others had escaped. He had 
the honour of his country in his hands; had he 
dropped that, he might have been saved. But no. 
He giveth his life. 
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The nurse who is woke up by the cry of fire ; but 
instead of thinking only of her own safety, runs to 
the cot where her charge lies asleep, and delays 
escape till she can bring the babe, though the delay 
be death, fills her post in the spirit of the good 
shepherd who giveth his life for the sheep. 

The labourer who, instead of seeking his own 
recreation alone, toils earlier and later than his 
strength can bear in order to buy some comforts for 
a sick wife, or to bring up his children respectably, 
though trade has been dull and bread has been 
dear ; determined that he will work his heart out, 
rather than see them go to the bad before his eyes, 
giveth his life for the sheep. 

But, as I said, it by no means follows that the 
good shepherd always loses his life because he is 
willing to give it. The spirit which marks him as 
Christ-like is called out and shown by many lesser 
trials than a threatened death. 

The true man throws his heart into whatever he 
does. There is something very Christ-like in a 
thorough, earnest, unselfish doing of what we have 
to do. The conscientious workman, whether he toil 
with hand or brain, is in his way a follower of the 
Good Shepherd. He puts good work into what he 
has to do, not so much because it is overlooked, but 



DEVOTION TO DUTY. 



127 



because he would be ashamed in his own soul to do 
otherwise. 

Again, we are all exposed to small trials, and 
have often to do what is wearisome and distasteful. 
The spirit of the Good Shepherd, who giveth his 
life for the sheep, must be used here. The sacri- 
fice we are called upon to make may not be great ; 
but it must be a willing one, if we are to be lite 
Christ, if his spirit be in us. 

There is indeed something very much like this 
test of Christ's involved in the old words, " What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 
might." 

We may be sure that a thorough uncalculating 
spending of ourselves on the propagation of a great 
truth will often forward it far more than the longest 
application of hoarded strength. 

A man who commits himself to a thing, who 
gives his heart and time to it, without any saving 
clause, without consulting his own interests alone, 
without carefully providing against any possible 
accidents and contingencies, may be counted very 
foolish and, unbusiness-like by. the world; but he 
is the very man to affect and touch the minds of 
worldly men. 

The man who sacrifices himself, perhaps early in 
life, to the duties of his calling, often does tha^ 
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profession more honour than long years of cautious 
advocacy. He works in the spirit of the Good 
Shepherd, " who giveth his life for the sheep." But 
the hireling fleeth. 

Till the wolf comes, the hireling and the shepherd 
look alike. In quiet times, or in the performance 
of some ordinary common-place work, the hireling 
is as useful as the shepherd. 

The pictures of cannon mouths, we have heard 
of as painted on the walls of Chinese forts, are 
when mistaken for them, quite as useful as real 
cannon themselves. 

The rotten old hulk which will just hold together 
in the smooth waters of an inland harbour, is as 
solid looking as the tight ship which can fling aside 
the long waves of the Atlantic, and screw with 
inflexible energy through a storm. It is the storm, 
and the strain of the ocean swell which tests the 
joints of the planking and the timber. 

The sentinel who mounts his secure guard in the 
streets of the British metropolis, and protects the 
unmolested treasures of national curiosity is, a day 
beforehand, just as imposing as the man who 
climbs first into the breach of an Indian fortress, 
do makes the last stand in a retreat. 

The shepherd who sits in the sunshine in a 
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meadow, where his sheep are browsing in the se- 
curity of noonday safety, with no other animal 
nearer than the horse at plough in the next field, 
is, to look at, no better than his comrade hireling 
so long as there is no danger in their common 
work. 

It is the danger ; it is the coming of the wolf 
which marks the difference between the two. 

Now we may be sure some occasion or occasions 
will arise in our lifetime, which will test in what 
kind of spirit we do our work. 

There are trials which may be likened to the 
coming of the wolf ; when either we are exposed to 
personal danger in the discharge of our duties, or 
have some work to do for awhile, some stale dull 
duty which comes round day after day till we nau- 
seate the perpetual monotony of its presence, and 
are tempted to desert it, were it only to enjoy the 
luxury of a change; or some truth to defend or 
utter at the hazard of our comfort and position ; at 
the risk perhaps of our professional progress. 
Long tedious periods in which we are misunder- 
stood and misrepresented; when we can scarcely 
hope to make way, and the selfish spirit within us 
pleads hard to lower our aim or make a compromise 
about our principles. But, depend upon it, the 
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man who, alone out of a thousand, dares utter his 
honest heart, has an influence on the thoughtful of 
his age better than the success of a multitude of 
popular favourites. Oh ! God help those who break 
down in solitary truth. 

Moreover one minute may mark us as true Chris- 
tians or hirelings. The flinching from one trial may 
mar all our work and influence, and bum the brand 
of coward deep into our conscience. 

But the trial may not be sudden and sharp. 
It may be long and commonplace. The hireling 
spirit is shown in the way we go about our daily 
work. If we do it merely for wages, or because we 
must, because we should otherwise come to want ; 
we certainly have got much to say for ourselves. 
The motive is natural enough, indeed too natural ; 
but is the motive of the slave. There is no spirit 
of freedom in it. A man who will never do an 
inch or stroke more than he is obliged to do, who 
spares himself every possible exertion, who calcu- 
lates to a nicety how near he can cut down his 
labour so as to keep within the letter of his direc- 
tions; the man who throws down his tools the 
moment the clock begins to strike is an hireling. 
He has the spirit of a slave, who is driven to the 
field by the lash. He works only to escape pain. 
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So does the hireling. There is not much, if any- 
thing, to choose between them. 

Do not mistake me. The hireling is a very 
useful animal. So is a slave. It is very convenient 
to get so much work done for so much money, or 
so much food, or so much flogging. It is satis- 
factory to secure so much hard money for so much 
hard work. But there is something far higher 
than even an accurately observed agreement. There 
are things which cannot be made a matter of agree- 
ment, which no money can purchase, no poverty 
exclude ; there is a spirit ana work which no price 
can repay, no loss can disturb. 

Can you put a money value upon Christian 
honour and love ? Can you buy devotion ? Can 
you sell conscientiousness and the love of truth ? 

I fear the hireling spirit is the most common. 
It is likely to infect those who live in a commercial 
country like ours, and have much to do with wages 
and buying and selling. We see so much over- 
reaching, aye, even among professedly pious people, 
that even a thorough hireling, the man who will 
not do a stroke more than he can ; but who will do 
some kind of work you set him, and offer to pay 
him for, is rather respected than otherwise. 

Let us remember, however, that the Spirit of 

K 2 



132 



DEVOTION TO DUTY. 



Christ, without whicli we can be none of his, is 
the salt of the world ; that this commercial severity, 
this keen exchange of work and wages, this anxiety 
to escape and ingenuity in avoiding inconvenience 
or overexertion, is fatal to all true greatness and 
progress. 

If the hireling, even the respectable hireling 
spirit alone were to prevail, we should have no 
hero, no martyr, no prophet, no Christian, no true 
soldier. Instead of rising to the mind of God, 
we should sink down into a crowd of traders 
seeking how they might live by, or outwit one 
another. 

If, like the hireling who forsakes the sheep, be- 
cause, forsooth, they are not his, we do nothing 
and risk nothing except for ourselves, we move as 
far off as possible from the society and spirit of the 
Lord. 

Shall we belong to the hirelings and strictly 
seek our own, or to Jesus Christ, and seek those 
things which be His ? At any rate let us clearly 
recollect the application which is made of the 
hireling principle by St. Paul, when he says, " The 
wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." If 
we always insist on the strict payment of all pos- 
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sible dues, we must not wonder if we are dismayed 
at the thought of what we owe God. But if we 
will, we may use that unbought abounding grace 
and love which the Chief Shepherd showed when 
He laid down His life for our sakes. 
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AN HARVEST SERMON IN LONDON. 

Acts, xiv., 16, 16. 

. . . **The living God. . . . left not Himself without wit- 
ness in that He did good and gaye us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 

We Londoners, many of whom see the harvest 
only in the newspapers, or at the best, from the 
window of an excursion train, ^are too ready to for- 
get the yearly miracle which goes on around this 
brick and mortar world in which we live. It is 
true that the happy mixture of sunshine and rain 
which quickens the conception and delivery of our 
mother earth, shows itself at length in a larger 
loaf and a fuller cupboard, but what with the 
intervention of the farmer, the merchant, the 
miller and the baker, the harvest time itself, with 
its com spread fields under the hot August sun. 
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the sweating reaper, the crawling waggon, the 
growing stack, and the bending gleaners, passes 
by unnoticed and unknown. 

Many who live in London little know what the har- 
vest time is to the countr3rman. Everything is 
affected by it. To this the tillage of the year looks 
forward ; this tests the success and .rewards the 
patience of a winter's toil. Harvest time marks 
better wages and more bountiful meals. Harvest 
time speaks to the father of fruitful work and to 
the child of pleasant holiday. Then the school is 
closed and the interests of all are gathered round 
the corn-field. The farmer rides about his farm 
with double diligence and ruddier joy. The very 
infant plays among the stubble while its mother 
gleans. 

We miss all this. There is an incongruity about 
an Harvest Service in London. These little scraps 
and handfuls of unthreshed com, wheat, barley 
and oats, which are stuck about the church, touch 
the fresh memory of no abundance familiar to the 
eye. There are, I fear, some in this great city 
who never saw a field of corn, never saw the loaded 
waggon creep along the lane, brushing the hedges 
with bright yellow wheat, never trod the slippery 
stubble, never heard the cry of " harvest home !" 
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Would that they had. Would that more could 
get out in the country, and keep there when once 
they had reached it ; instead of growing up here 
with only such second hand knowledge of so much 
that God gives and shows as can come from a poor 
print book, or a conceited lecture ; where they can 
look around them outside their doors and see nothing 
but stone and brick, and gas, and shop fronts and 
stucco; where such sights as there are, are all 
labelled and shown for a fee, where even the face of 
the blessed sky itself is soiled with floating dirt. 

It is not likely that we can enter into an harvest 
service with the hearty consciousness of the country 
christian. 

Still let us thank God who giveth us fruitful 
seasons filling our heart with food and gladness. 

We have had a noble harvest. Seldom have 
the crops been so rich, and full, and ripe. I am 
privileged myself in having lately seen them, not 
only in our own but in other lands. Here the com, 
and there the grape. The wheat field and the 
vineyard, thick with bread and wine ; wonderful at 
all times in their mystic progress from the clods of 
the earth, to the fleshy heart and brain of man, this 
year calling for a special song of praise to Almighty 
God. 
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Let us see what witness they bear of Him, what 
effect they should have upon us. We have a sug- 
gestive summary of the matter in the speech of 
the apostle Paul from which I have chosen my 
text. 

It was in his effort to tell people of the bread of 
life, that he spoke of the living God who gave them 
fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with food and 
gladness. 

I shall try to bring before us the lessons which lie 
in the words " living God," " food," and " gladness ;" 
and then remind you of the highest purpose which 
led the Apostle to use them. 

St. Paul calls him the " living God." We some- 
times think it fine or wise to talk about the laws 
of nature, and the machinery of reproduction ; as 
if they administered and guided themselves ; as if 
they could be so applied by us as to become our 
servants rather than God's. In truth we are all His 
servants. The sun in the sky, and the sower in 
the field, the fire in the oven, and the baker at his 
trough, the grass in the meadow and the ox which 
licketh it up, the sheaf and the reaper, the dung 
on the land, and the chemist who calculates its 
fattening power with the soil, are all alike used by 
God. All move round in the charmed circle of his 
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works, and can no more reverse one of his decisions 
than the child can pluck the moon out of the pool. 

And yet each seems to have wonderful power over 
the other. The dumb produce of the field affects 
the Ufe of man. In the words of David, " Wine 
maketh his heart glad, oil maketh his countenance 
cheerful, and bread strengtheneth his heart." If 
the grape, and the wheat, and the olive could 
speak ; if we knew their thoughts, we might find 
them looking down on a poor, dependent, toiling 
human world. Without us, they might say, these 
fools and philosophers would perish alike. We are 
the chief and noblest creatures of God, since we 
strengthen, support, and adorn the rest. 

Man, on the other hand, grinds the grain, and 
holds up the coloured wine to the light, with con- 
ceited comments on the produce of this farm and 
that vintage. See ! I spent so much in draining, 
so much in steam machinery, so much in thinning 
those vines, so much in stirring that soil. I am 
master of this rich result. My brain and enterprise 
develope the powers of the wild growth and the 
marsh. I do these things. 

Meanwhile both are right, and both are wrong. 
Both are right in thinking that the other is depen- 
dent on themselves ; both are wrong in forgetting 
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that they are but commqii well worn tools in the 
hand of the living God. For there is no indepen- 
dence of Him. Nothing and no one can stand 
alone. No blade can spring, no man can plough, 
no enterprise can be conceived or carried on without 
His concurrence. The plucking of a weed, and the 
colonisation of a country alike bring us into con- 
tact with laws which we must obey, with a power to 
which we must submit. 

However we are permitted to use and profit by 
the processes of nature, however successfully we 
may increase the produce of a crop, and add to the 
value of a field, we must not only have something 
to begin upon ; but also laws upon which to act. We 
must, i.e,, look to God both for our material and 
for the way to use it. 

There is something beyond our experience in the 
widest and wisest knowledge. There is a brimm- 
ing sea of life on the edge of which we work and 
play ; into the shallowest waters of which we dip 
our little cup, and prate about the depth of our 
learning and the grandeur of our progress. 

There is life which we can neither measure nor 
defiie in what we call the works of nature. There 
is indeed no fanciful capricious management. 
There are irresistible laws ; but there is one who 
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administers them. God is a living God ; He sits 
with loving power behind the drama of this 
tangible world, and with the tip of his finger 
turns the wheels of its nightly and daily work, 
and weaves the web of its ever changing clothes. 

Another thought about St. Paul's words. He 
says that *' The living God giveth fruitful seasons, 
filling our hearts with food and gladness." We 
must not separate these words. God has joined 
them together, and no man may put them asunder ; 
but we often frown when G^d smiles. 

He gives food. By the clumsy management, and 
the disastrous sin of man, there are, in some places 
and at some times, many who want food. But this 
is not God's fault. In the picture of man's degra- 
dation which is drawn in Genesis ; when an angel 
stood with glittering sword to thrust him away 
from the painless pleasures of a paradise which he 
had forfeited, when selfish sensual man felt first the 
disgust of a loving and earth-giving God, He still 
said, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread." He assured the shame-stricken Adam of 
that, when He drove him and his wife out of the 
Garden of Eden. 

Deeper, or more complicated sin than theirs 
sometimes denies man this bare sustenance. But 
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it is not God's will that any of his little ones 
should perish. He giveth food, though we may 
waste or withhold it. He giveth milk to the babe 
from the breast of the mother, and bread to the 
man from the bosom of the earth. 

The Apostle appeals with confidence to the witness 
of a God who feeds us. He knew that the very 
heathen, who needed the Gospel most, had yet this 
testimony ; he knew that it lay close to their hearts 
and appetites ; he knew that his hearers would 
acknowledge this; that there was that in their 
experience and consciousness which would say 
Amen to his words. " He, the living God, filleth 
us with food." 

Bad laws, bad government, artificial society, evil 
habits, ignorance, waste, extravagance, sensuality, 
drink, and laziness starve the weaker children in 
His household ; but the living God giveth food. 

And this is a theme to touch our sense of grati- 
tude. We may read and hear people speak of the 
goodness of God in giving food. And yet this is 
not all; He giveth more. He filleth our hearts 
with food and gladness. 

Sometimes we think of gladness as a thing which 
God permits rather than gives ; as if He granted 
the substantial, and let us, out of compassion, add 
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the ornamental to our lives. It is not so. He 
giveth gladness as naturally and as liberally as He 
giveth food. 

This fact may help us to a wholesome thought 
befitting a season such as this. Some are driven 
from religion by a fancy that it is all gloomy and 
austere. The goddess of piety is too often dressed 
by us in perpetual mourning. The black coat and 
the funeral pall are associated with what we con- 
ceive to be befitting a priest, and the tenderest most 
thoughtful hours of our life. No doubt there is a 
basis of truth in this, though the conventional figure 
of our Lord is always robed in colour or in white. 
Yet, though sorrow sets us thinking, and the sight of 
the mother's coffin touches the son's thoughtless 
heart, there is really no final connexion between 
Godliness and sorrow. " The living Qrod filleth 
our hearts with gladness.'* 

Learn first from this to thank Him for what, 
perhaps, some of you have never associated with 
His gifts. Thank Him for your joys ; not merely 
for the throes of spiritual ecstasy when we are 
raised up above the pleasure and the pain of this 
life, ^nd feel the beating of immortality quick with- 
in our hearts ; but thank Him for passing gladness. 
Thank Him for the sense of sight, and hearing, 
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and taste, and touch. They may last but a little 
while ; but thej are sent hy Him, and when taken 
and used as His gift are holy as well as lawful. 
Learn to feel God as near you when the sun shines 
and the marriage bells ring, as when the cloud 
depresses, or the knell toUs. 

Let then those who stand at the edge of religion 
with shy and hesitating foot ; who shrink at com- 
mitting themselves from an idea that if they do 
they must check the smile and put a weight upon 
the spring of their step, dismiss this gloomy 
drawback as one invented by man, and not ordained 
by God. Do not fear Him. Trust Him, serve 
Him, purely, heartily, and your sense of enjoyment 
will be keener than that of the most self-indulgent 
infidel. The message of the true God is associated 
in our cheerful Scriptures, with the fulness of the 
gamer and the winefat. 

Let no modem theological sentiment, bom of 
controversy and conceit, cloud the innate witness 
of your own heart that G^<Siness is consistent with 
gladness. To this St. Paul appealed when he 
desired to preach the Gospel to the ignorant and 
pagan soul. 

He takes, as sure and Divine ground, the fact 
that " The living God giveth fruitful seasons, filling 
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our hearts with food and gladness." This is the 
witness of His nature, of His will. 

Lastly, let us reflect, with receptive mind, that 
this testimony of His heralds and assures us of an 
higher power of enjoyment, and a more joyous fact 
on which to feed. 

I mean that to which all his teaching, and all 
true teaching at all times must point and guide ; 
the one central gift of God, that of the blessed 
Jesus, which makes the New Testament history a 
Gospel indeed. 

He is the Bread of Life. He is the Food which 
reaches beneath the outer appetite and sense of 
man ; the reception of which makes us truly men ; 
raises us up out of the herd of those who only eat, 
and breathe, and feel ; which alone fully quickens 
and supplies the desire of immortality ; which, while 
it construes and explains the message of this lower 
life, reveals possibilities of progress and future power 
beyond the brightest dreams of the mere enthusiast 
and philosopher. 

All gifts and good things ; the com and wine so 
often referred to in the Old Testament history ; the 
land flowing with milk and honey; the blessings 
on the basket and the store, are pregnant to man 
with an higher message. We do not only share 



FOOD AND GLADNESS. 



145 



them with the beast of the lield, we are intended to 
see a living loving God in them, and thus more 
readily take in the last great gift of all. 

Qod grant that it may be so with us; that we 
may not only thank him for the material blessing 
of this world but feed upon Him who is the Bread 
of Life. 



THE 

EULE OF CHRISTIAN WARFARE. 



. BoMANS, xii., 21. 
" Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." 

This world is a battle field, and we are all of us 
not only under arms, but under fire. Evil presses 
upon us ourselves. We are no mere spectators of a 
fight. Every one is conscious not only of tempta- 
tions to do wrong which assail his own heart, 
and of more or less personal unkindness, want 
of appreciation, or ill-will towards himself from 
others, but he cannot help feeling, at times at least, 
that he is concerned in the evil which is done at 
large. No man liveth to himself, we are every one 
members one of another, the whole fabric of society 
suffers for the misdeeds of one of its members. 
Every prodigal son brings dishonour upon the 
sacred influences of home. Every murder and deed 
of violence lessens our sense of personal security 
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and Divine protection. Every adulterer weakens 
the integrity of the marriage bond. Every theft 
and act of dishonesty hardens our heart against 
strangers. Every lie injures the value of language. 
While greediness of every sort tends, either by 
contagious evil sympathy, or by arousing fears lest 
we should be imposed upon, to make everyone who 
sees or hears of it, more selfish. 

No one can do evil, no one break any of the 
commandments against his neighbour, without 
hurting the common relationship between man and 
man, which he shares with all alike* 

Hence we are concerned not only in the evil done 
to ourselves, but in the evil done anywhere by any- 
one. And each is moved, by no mere selfish desire 
to protect the community from mischief which, 
reacts upon himself, but by a higher commission 
laid on us, as fellow-workers with Christ, to fight 
against evil. Every true Christian has a touch of 
the knight errant in him. He looks beyond the cir- 
cle of his own affairs. He is his brother's keeper. 
He is warned to redress injustice and let the op- 
pressed go free. This vein of Divine chivalry 
which we recognise as most vivid in the Apostle, 
the hero, and even the philanthropist, is shared 
by far more than we think, and many a one who 
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has been blamed for meddling in the affairs of others 
as a busy-body has really been moved by high and 
Christian motives. We cannot help stepping some- 
times beyond our little circle to bear witness against 
injustice and wrong. We are intended to do so, 
and fall short of our duty towards Qod and the 
Captain of our Salvation if we do not. Christians 
are the most aggressive beings in the creation. 
When they first appeared, people said, "there are 
the men that turn the world upside down." 

Well then may we take to heart the words of the 
Apostle St. Paul, who himself did more aggressive 
work than perhaps any personage in history; for 
they teach us the way, the only way in which we 
can put the righteous desires of our heart into 
practice. 

" Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good." 

Be not overcome of evil. Don't yield to it. 
Don't turn your back upon it, and say, "it is no 
business of mine." What should we think of the 
man who shrank away from some great famine or 
pestilence without a thought or deed of kindness for 
those who suffered P However safe he might keep 
himself, he would in a very true sense be overcome 
of the evil. When we shut our eyes or draw aside 
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from any pressing general trouble, we yield to it. 
And when the evil is personal, and threatens or 
strikes ourselves, the rule still holds good. Do not 
be overcome of it. Do not let it triumph over you. 
Do not be misled by any false interpretation of the 
Lord's words, "resist not evil." No one resisted 
evil more than He. Apparent submission, such 
as allowing himself to be crucified on the cross was 
for the purpose of winning the greatest victory ever 
won. He did not yield to evil, but contended 
against it by endurance, and conquered it by his 
death. When the High Priest smote Him on one 
cheek He turned the other to Pilate; but never- 
theless by so doing he most effectually overcame 
the spirit of intolerance in the Jew, and indifference 
in the G-entile. By his submission he was not 
overcome of evil, but overcame evil with good. 

We shall best take in the whole maxim of the 
Apostle by dwelling on the latter part of it, " over- 
come evil with good." 

We may not be content with a mere protest 
against evil. In the great battle of life we may not 
deliver our shot, and then step back saying, I have 
done my part. We must hold on, and fight against 
it till we win, or till the Captain himself calls us 
out of the ranks. The Christian warfare is a war 
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to the death. A man is not overcome, though he 
may be hard pressed, as long as he strikes back. 

Let us apply this to our own case. Suppose the 
evil we contend against is a personal one. A man 
has injured or offended you. The world might say, 
never forgive him. Bide your time, and you may 
get your revenge at last. The Apostle would say, 
too, " be not overcome of the evil." Never forget 
it, and, never give up the hope and endeavour to 
conquer it by good. Some day you may do him a 
good turn who has done you a bad one. Be ready 
to do this, perhaps years afterwards. Never let 
your enemy say, " I mastered him, I silenced him. 
I disposed of him." Do not be so disposed of. 
Do not be overcome. But son^e day repay your 
adversary with an unexpected thrust of goodness. 

And in order that you may be able to do this 
you must fight against the evil in the man, rather 
than against the man himself. Even when you 
are compelled to enforce the law against him, do it 
so as to deliver him, if possible, from the evil spirit 
which prompted him to injure you. Do not sting 
or degrade him. Feel for him even while you are 
obliged to punish or oppose him. The application 
of this principle is seen best in the punishment of 
children. The good father loveth the son whom 
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be correctetb. He cannot indolently pass a fault 
by uncorrected, still be does not correct bis child 
bastily, or passionately, or spiteftQly, but in order 
to overcome tbe evil in one wbom be loves. And 
tbe same rule, tbe divine rule, must guide us in all 
.similar cases. Do not be overcome of evil, but 
overcome tbe evil witb good ; witb God we migbt 
say, witb tbe spirit of justice, mercy and love, so 
tbat even wben you bave overcome tbere need be no 
remnant of bitterness to keep you and your 
adversary apart. 

Tbere are many applications of tbe rule in mat- 
ters of personal offence. I bave said enougb to 
sbow tbe line and motive to be taken by us if we 
would conquer as Cbristians and not as devils. 

And tbe law bolds in cases of general evil. 

Suppose we are persuaded tbat great immorality or 

infidelity prevails. Do not be overcome of it. If 

you tbink, as is probable, tbat you cannot do away 

« 

witb it altogether, do not yield to it yourself. 
I respect tbe man wbo keeps bis own door step 
clean in tbe midst of a filtby street. If be can do no 
more, be can do tbat, and so, socially and morally, 
be may be a very Koab in tbe midst of a wicked 
world, or an Elijab in tbe midst of an idolatrous 
and stubborn generation. He may bave to figbt 
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singlelianded, but such is the power which backs 
the Christiaii, that he can always do that. The 
heaviest tide of wickedness can never overwhelm 
one who will onlj strive against it. He may leave 
this world, but he will leave it with his sword in his 
hand and his armour on his back, not overcome. 

But he must strive lawfully. He must strive to 
overcome by doing good ; by doing that which is 
lawfal and right and true. Otherwise his wrath 
will never work the righteousness of God. This is 
eminently the case when we believe that error 
abounds. The best answer to abundant deceit is 
a dogged perseverance in fedr dealing. Thus, too, 
error, infidelity, and the like, shrink from nothing 
so much as from a single-minded search for and 
holding fast to the truth. Do not let us think we 
can conquer by defending the trath. Let us search 
for and cleave to the truth, and the truth will 
defend us. We shall then overcome evil with good. 
Darkness flies before light. If we let the light in, 
or hold it bravely up, we need not trouble ourselves 
about errors. Falsehood is built on sand, and 
some day it must come down with a crash. Instead 
of our trying to pull it down, let us prove the 
strength of truth by building upon the rock our- 
selves. By assailing others, and reviling their 
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work, we often only irritate or harden them, and 
when their house fails they will suffer anything 
rather than find shelter in ours. But we overcome 
them grandly when our openness^ fairness and 
patience has set no bar between us and them, and 
they join us, or rather the master for which we 
work, on the ruin of their own schemes and specu- 
lations. Then we overcome them with good, never 
having been overcome by their evil ourselves. 

Thus in large, general matters, as well as in 
small personal ones, we may follow the apostle's 
rule ; and ranking ourselves on the side of good, 
on the side of God Himself, we shall be filled 
with such a consciousness of his glad nearness and 
great power that we shall be content to bear and 
forbear, in no spirit of cringing submission, but 
with the full confidence of strength, not our own 
but God's, " who worketh in us both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure." 



HIGH MOTIVES. 



Ephesians, yL, 7. 
" As to the Lord and not to men." 

It is difficult to find any of St. Paul's sayings 
in which the Lord does not come first. Perhaps, 
however, there are few in which he brings the 
great truth of the Gospel closer home to our handi- 
work and our firesides than the chapter from which 
our text is taken. 

" As to the Lord, and not to men," was the 
principle of St. Paul's life, and, if we are to 
serve his master well, it must be the principle of 
his humblest scholar. There is one rule for the 
child of G-od at all times, whether he be an Apostle, 
who lived eighteen hundred years ago, or whether 
he be a workman who took his wages last Saturday 
night. There is but one rule whether he be the 
converter of Europe, or the carpenter at a bench. 
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One rule whether he sway a kingdom or sweep a 
street. One rule which binds together and gives a 
common impulse to the life of the hero and the 
drudge. 

" As to the Lord, and not to men." 

This marks the distinction between the Godly 
and the worldly mind. The worldly man has some 
selfish motive for everything. He does this and 
says that ; he pleases one man, and serves another 
only for what he can get. Natural enough. We 
are all of us selfish, more or less ; and selfishness 
keeps the world going more than we imagine. 
But for all that selfishness is unchristian. The 
Christian motive is very high. The Christian re* 
ceives grace from G-od and returns or uses it in 
work for Him. The truer the Christian the less 
will he seek his own, the more will he seek God's 
honour. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ pleased not himself. 
His meat was to do the will of Him that sent 
Him. Much as he did for man; mighty as was 
the salvation He wrought for man ; yet it was all 
done towards God. With His deep love and pity 
for us. He regarded not the person of man. He 
laid down His life for His brethren ; but it was 
laid down in devotion to their common Father. 
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God is the One whom we serve. All power to 
work, either by speech or deed, comes from Him, 
and must be used for Him, in reliance on His 
help, with faith in His love, or the work is base and 
counterfeit at the judgment. 

" Do service," St. Paul would say, " as to the 
Lord, and not to men." 

This is a very grand doctrine. God is all in all. 
In Him we live and move an^ have our being." 
And that work must be mean indeed, in his sight, 
which is done for ourselves alone. 

When you notice anyone becoming very atten- 
tive, directly he has caught scent of your purse ; 
changing his manner, perhaps, from rudeness to 
civility the moment he suspects the production of 
a coin, we accept his services if we want them ; 
but we do not set much store by his goodwill. We 
probably think him mean, if we think anything 
about the matter. We know that his offers of 
assistance, or whatever they may be, are made for 
no regard for us ; simply for himself. 

All this is BO natural, so common, that we are 
tempted to acquiesce in two sets of motives ; one 
high. Christian, religious ; the other vulgar, selfish, 
and convenient. We are tempted to think that 
in great matters Gk>d must be consulted, and the 
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action performed with an eye to His glory and 
honour ; but that on ordinary trifling occasions the 
ordinary motive is sufficient. 

But St. Paul teaches a different lesson. He 
would have us learn that no duty is too small, no 
occasion too insignificant for the exercise of the 
noblest motive. His rule, God's rule, the Chris- 
tian's rule, " As to the Lord, and not to men," is 
the only one he admits. It was not intended for 
saints, or philosophers, or great men alone ; but for 
children and slaves in the daily round of domestic 
life, and the discharge of the most menial duties. 
Whoever we are, whatever our station, the will of 
G-od, done from the heart, is the only principle of 
our work, if we be true Christians. 

Let us look at the several applications which he 
makes of this great motive. After having, in the 
previous chapter, spoken of the relation between 
husband and wife as the chief of all upon earth, 
and shown how it draws its force from the love of 
Christ for the Church, he goes on to speak of 
other domestic and social relationships in the same 
tone. 

" Children," he says, " obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right." Bight! That is the 
thing. Often unpleasant, perhaps ; but right. That 
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is enough for St. Paid. Children are of course 
quick enough to see faults and inconsistencies in 
their parents ; and thej are tempted to set them- 
selves up as judges of what is required from them- 
selves. If parents do not respect themselves, the 
probahility is that children will not respect them. 
They withold or grudge their obedience even where 
it is obviously due, and therefore St. Paul says, 
" Obey your parents in the Lord." 

The child too often tries its strength against 
authority. If this is lax or ill enforced, the child 
probably triumphs, and defies a just command with 
success. It is quite old enough, however, to know 
that this, however gratifying, is wrong. But the 
love of opposition and the pleasures of victory are 
too tempting to be resisted. 

Here we may see the difference between a Christ- 
ian and unchristian child. The one which does 
heartily what it is told to do, though the order be 
undignified, or the thing commanded disagreeable, 
" Obeys its parents in the Lord." Few are too 
young to serve God thus. They may not, nay they 
do not know that they are acting on the highest 
Christian motive, such as moved an Apostle him- 
self; but God knows it, and helps that child with a 
fuller measure of His grace. 
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It brings the working of religion close to us to 
think that the cheerful, hearty, honest obedience 
of a child is a sign of the spirit ; that it is not a 
sign of mere good-nature, or good temper, but of 
God Himself. It gives a worse dolour to froward- 
ness and obstinacy when we think it is not the 
defiance of man, but of the Lord : that no child 
can disobey its father or mother at home, or do 
what it is told to do in a fretful sulky mood, with- 
out at the same time dishonouring its Father which 
is in heaven. 

But St. Paul knows no one-sided application of a 
rule. " Te fathers," he goes on to say, " provoke 
not your children to wrath ; but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Notice 
that he seems to make no great stride in passing 
from the motive of the child to that of the father. 
The motive of the one is not greater, or more re- 
ligious than that of the other. The child is bidden 
to obey its parent in the Lord, and the parent is 
bidden to teach the child about the Lord ; to com- 
mand, not with threat of punishment alone, though 
this may sometimes be divinely needful, not pro- 
voking it to wrath, not ordering it about with 
wanton sharpness or teasing caprice ; but treating 
it with an eye to the growth of high and Christian 
motives, ruling in the Lord. 
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Oh ! how sad it is to see a parent encouraging 
the natural selfish spirit of the human heart in his 
child ; helping it to grow keen and shrewd, instead 
of cherishing the simple love of right and truth, 
which is so sorelj and so soon tried in later inter- 
course with the world; helping to blunt the 
scruples and sensitiveness which are characteristics 
of a childlike disposition, and to form as quickly 
as possible the meaner habits of mere worldly 
wisdom. 

The Apostle, however, carries his law beyond the 
threshold of the home. Some people might say, 
this is very true. The child should obey its parent 
in the Lord. The parent should bring it up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. These 
motives are suitable to the sacred atmosphere of 
home and the holy ties of blood and birth ; but we 
cannot expect them to affect strangers, and people 
of business in their intercourse with each other. 
This might very probably be urged ; nay, we have 
all felt something of it ourselves, constantly. There 
is a spirit of tenderness and consideration towards 
our own kith and kin which we drop or throw off 
in our dealings with others. A special respect for 
home ties is indeed Christian ; but when we have 
to do with those outside the circle of our own 
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family and friends we too often fancy ourselves 
justified in looking after our own interests alone, 
and thinking coldly of our connexion with others, 
Do we feel, for instance, that there is anything very 
deep or religious in the relation between master and 
servant? We ought, we shall, if we are Christ- 
ians. The Lord Himself is the true tie between 
them, and not any mere hard compact of work and 
wages, 

St. Paul takes an extreme case. The spirit in 
which a slave, for the word we translate servant 
means nothing more than slave, should obey his 
master. Slaves be obedient to them that are 
your masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, in singleness of heart, as unto 
Christ." 

It is remarkable that St. Paul says nothing 
about the character of this relationship. He gives 
no formal statement of his opinions about slavery ; 
but, in fact, Christianity takes little notice of the out- 
ward station, or fortune, or rank of a man. It 
has nothing to do with that. We believe that its 
influence tends to the destruction of slavery ; that, 
indeed, it is radically opposed to slavery. The 
more Christianity spreads, the less positive, actual, 
bodily slavery there will be ; but Christianity does 

M 
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not set about assailing every unfair or mistaken 
form of society or government. It has nothing to 
do with forms as forms. It assumes them when 
they grow and fit its spirit ; but it deals with the 
heart and principle of a thing, not the dress in 
which it finally presents itself in the newspaper and 
the street. It leaves them alone, to droop and die 
as the truth becomes known. 

Therefore St. Paul, neither here nor elsewhere, 
opens his batteries against slavery; but quietly 
assumes that the master and slave, just as they 
are, occupying their respective positions, whatever 
they might be, one confident and harsh, the other 
crouching and degraded, are, in a true sense, equal 
before God. And he exhorts the slave, while still 
remaining a slave, to exercise the noblest privileges 
of Christian liberty, and claim Christ for a master ; 
not at some future day, not in his dreams, while 
the work is stopped and the scourge laid by, not 
in disappointing theory and sentiment, but in 
actual daily practice ; and show the power of the 
Holy Spirit of God in himself, yea, in himself the 
slave, " by obeying his master in singleness of heart 
as unto Christ." "With fear and trembling," he 
adds ; not fear and trembling at the master, not 
with dread of the fetter and the lash ; but with 
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awe at the thought that he is so near the Lord, so 
highly honoured as to be his servant, serving 
Him in the bonds of a solemn relationship. " Not 
with eye service, as men pleasers; but as the 
servants of Christ, doing the will of Q-od from the 
heart." With good will, doing service as to the 
Lord, and not to men." 

Was there ever a more sublime instance or ex- 
emplification of Christian obedience ? A man neither 
crushed nor blinded by the basest of all human ^ 
relationships, with the body owned by another, who 
has absolute power over this life, with its comforts, 
its prospects, and its products; but with a soul 
above all, doing ever wearisome and distasteful 
duties, of necessity indeed, but not in the spirit 
of servile compulsion. A man free in spite of 
bondage, generous though unable to dispose of his 
body, direct the labour of his hands, or receive the 
bare market value of his toil. Noble, though 
ranked in the lowest grade of his race. A slave, 
with all the galling infamy of the name, and 
humiliating atmosphere of its society, but doing 
the will of Q-od from the heart. A fellow worker 
with, and brother of the Lord ! 

And what the Apostle says to the slave he says 
to the master. And ye masters do the same things 
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unto them^ forbearing, threatening, knowing that 
your Master also is in Heaven, neither is there 
respect of persons with Him." 

It mattered little to St. Paul what were the 
names and titles of man's rank or station. He had 
learned in whatever state he was therewith to be 
content. He sees all things in the spirit of true 
Christianity, a spirit which can make his disciples too 
superior to mere outward place or condition. Nay, 
this spirit not only raises the man above repining 
at his lot, or a mean use of the transitory power 
placed in his hands, but it makes the very post it 
fills honourable ; it makes the servant do the work 
of the master well and win his esteem, it makes the 
master so behave himself as to command not the 
body but the love of his servant. It plucks out the 
root of what we understand by slavery, without 
condescending to attack any form of institution. 

" Man," said our Lord to one who came to Him 
with a querulous tale of injustice, " who made me a 
judge or a divider over you?" In the same spirit 
St. Paul touches the great question which now 
divides the new world and refers each, master and 
slave, to a power which is so far superior to the 
brief authority of this life that the outer fact of 
lavery is left behind and lost sight of. Slaves, 
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obey your masters according to the flesh, as unto 
Christ, as to the Lord and not to men. Masters, 
remember that you have a master in Heaven, and 
that there is no respect of persons with Him. 

He carries the whole question into a higher court, 
and shows both parties that they are united in a 
common service. They are both owned by another, 
who claims their sole obedience, to whom alone 
they are equally responsible, before whom they 
stand together. 

But how does this touch us among whom slavery, 
such as the Apostle alluded to, is unknown P • 

It touches us closely. We are all dependent one 
on another. We have all either to command or to 
obey ; there are few who are not called to do both. 
All are under the law. The governing powers 
themselves are influenced or changed by those 
whom they govern. And for all, whether we have 
to obey or to command, there is only one unchange- 
able, universal rule ; serve Otod, Do your duty as 
in His sight, as to Him, heartily, with good will. 
That is the only Christian way of filling your post 
on earth, of doing your worldly work ; look on it as 
set in Heaven; with hands that are busy here 
below, but hearts that are fixed above ; not slothful 
in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 
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Let me liave done with what I have to say about 
this grand Christian principle by noticing two results 
which flow from it. 

First. We are mightily cheered and helped in 
our work when we feel we are doing it towards 
God. We are made independent of the judgment 
of men. We are as far as possible heedless of their 
praise or their blame. We are serving Gk)d, and He 
is a good master. St. Paul teaches us this same 
thing in these words which follow our text, " know- 
ing that whatsoever good thing a man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free." We shall not fret long, when we are 
vexed, for we shall remember that we serve Christ. 
We shall not be destroyed when w% are cast down, 
for we shall recollect that all is in Gk>d's hands, 
in the hands of the wisest, the best. When we 
have sinned, or made mistakes, we shall feel that 
we know the worst; that there is no caprice of a 
master to dread, no tyranny to fear, no difficulty in 
explaining ourselves to Him, for He knows all. 
Thus the service of God in singleness of heart, 
whatever our honest work, whoever our employer 
upon earth, can All the soul with a steady sense 
of security. We can say to ourselves with the sure 
certainty of an inward voice, "come what will, 
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however T am treated here, whatever success I have, 
my work will be done at my best, for it is Q-od who 
works in me, and I am in no fear of unfair treat- 
ment or ignorant unkindness from Him I serve, for 
God is love." 

Another thought suggested by this high Christian 
principle adopted by St. Paul, " as to the Lord and 
not men " is the awful nearness of everyone of us to 
God Himself. It shows that our religion is a close 
personal matter, which no man can manage or 
direct for us. That, being servants of Christ, He 
brings us face to face with the great master, worker, 
and judge Himself. Each has to do with the Lord 
whether he be child or father, master or servant. 
He spake equally to the young boy Samuel as he 
lay in his little bed, and to Paul the aged as he 
preached the Gospel in the full roar and majesty of 
Pagan Eome. Each one of us, whatever our in- 
fluence in the world, has an equal right to an 
audience in the court of Heaven, is equally ad- 
dressed by the Lord Himself. No one can stop the 
entrance of our prayers there. No one can shut us 
out. No one can waylay or turn aside the Father's 
voice from each of us. The widowed Queen cannot 
take precedence of the widowed pauper when their 
prayers arrive together at the ear of God. They 
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are both tenderly heard. He comes down in the 
power of His awful spirit with equal majesty to the 
garret and the castle. The silent retinue of His 
ministering angels fills the home of those who use 
the mystic power of prayer, whatever that home 
may be in the eyes of ignorant blinded man. The 
unseen hand of God reaclfing down from Heaven to 
earth, passes by the chamber of the proudest mo- 
narch to smooth the pillow of the praying slave, 
and lifts the soul of the dying Lazarus from the 
stones of the sti'eets with as much concern as it 
gathers up the spirit of the faithful Joseph from 
amidst the pomp of Egypt and the mourning of 
a nation. Yes, this close, unchecked, direct com- 
munion and contact of everyone with the very God 
Himself is one of the awful thoughts belonging to 
the words " as to the Lord and not to men." Qod 
grant we may each of us let it sink dovm and grow 
in our hearts, touching us more and more nearly to 
the quick as the time draws on when we shall know 
Him as he knows us. God help us to a still more 
constant ceaseless spirit of prayer, so that whatever 
we do may be done with no eye service, but as in the 
full presence and sustaining consciousness of Him 
and His support before whom all earthly distinctions 
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fade, but without whose power working in us, no 
earthly duties can be acceptably performed, no 
station rightly filled, whether it be famous or 
mean. 
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Phillippians, iv., 4 — 7. 

" Rejoice in the Lord alwaj, and again I say rejoice. Let 
your modemtion be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand ; be careful for nothing but in everythiag by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto G-od. And the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.'* 

Wb need not wonder at the first words of this 
advice being repeated. " Rejoice in the Lord alway, 
and again I say rejoice." For it is hard, very hard, 
to rejoice alway. What does it mean ? There is a 
time, says the wise man for everything ; a time to 
laugh, and a time to weep. Does St. Paul forget 
this? No. The rejoicing is to be Christ-like. 
Rejoice in the Lord alway. There is a quiet re- 
joicing .which never dies out, though the voice be 
choked with sobs and the eye be dim with tears. 
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There is a rejoicing which comes from a quick 
mysterious communion with the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, who is the source of all joy, though we 
never hear of a smile upon His face. 

There is such a rejoicing ; aye, I will say that 
there is no rejoicing but this, none to last, none 
independent of suffering, weariness and sorrow. 
In the bitterest grief, in the sharpest period of 
agony, in the dullest most hopeless prospect, there 
is a source of joy which none but the spirit of 
Jesus can find or use. 

St. Paul calls it rejoicing in the Lord. Then 
we go out of ourselves as it were, and leave the last 
trial like a cloak that is thrown off. We pass from 
the sharpest and most disappointing trouble into 
the presence of the spirit of the Lord. We move 
in by a mental flash, as it were, and there see the 
source of life unshaken, undimmed; steady like 
the shining of the moon above a battle field ; calm 
and quiet as the sunlight amid the shrieks and 
tumult of a pillaged town. Surely St. Paul felt 
this ; he who was hurried about from trial to trial, 
who was cast into prisons oft, who was scourged, 
stoned, wrecked, but was also caught up into the 
third heaven and heard unspeakable words, which 
it is not lawful for a man to utter, which, i.e., 
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would be as rejected pearls before the swine of the 
world. 

So full is St. Paul of this, so deeply confident of 
the truth of his saying, that he repeats it, " Eejoice 
in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice.*' 

Let your moderation be known unto all men." 
Here is a rich collection of those short sentences 
which mark the Apostle's most earnest moods ; as if 
the pulse of inspiration were beating hard, and he 
had no breath to speak long. 

" Let your moderation be known unto all men." 
This is an eminently Christian doctrine. We may 
take the word in its common domestic social sense. 
The Christian is to be moderate, not ascetic ; he is 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, not of John the Baptist. 
But I do not think that the word moderation here 
means temperance in eating, drinking, playing, 
speaking and the like, but consideration ; the ful- 
filling of the law's spirit. The Christian as I have 
often told you is a man who carries out the spirit 
of a law in the spirit of Christianity, who fulfils 
the will of God ; which cannot be summed up with 
ink and paper in black and white. 

The considerate, liberal interpretation of a law 
is one]of the highest marks of Christianity. " Moder- 
ation" St. Paul is made to call it, in our English 
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Testament. It is the generous correction of the 
dry command. No one was more conspicuous for 
this than St. Paul himself. No one ever fought 
more against dead ceremonial, but no one ever 
contended for the living law of God more ardently 
than he. He honoured the law by the commentary 
of kindness and self-sacrifice which he gave to it 
in his own obedience. The Christian then is to be 
known by the power with which he moderates the 
excesses of life. He protests against a rigid rou- 
tine of religion, and against easy godliness alike. 

He is severe, inexorable with the lax, with 
those who break down or lower Q-od's high stan- 
dard for right and wrong ; but he is equally opposed 
to those who affect, if not try, to judge all by one 
inflexible test. He moderates with judicious wis- 
dom the lowering degrading influence of selflsh good- 
nature, and softens the asperity of necessary law. 

This is what our Lord did. When Peter asks 
whether he may be excused forgiving his brother 
after seven failures, our Lord replies, "I say not 
unto thee seven times, but until seventy times 
seven." When the woman was taken in adultery, 
and the law of Moses was distinctly against 
her, our Lord moderates the malicious justice 
of her accusers by saying, "He that is with- 
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out sin among you let liini first cast a stone at her." 
This moderation specially marks our Lord. " Let 
yours," St. Paul says, " be known unto all men." 

The Lord is at hand. That is, the Lord is near. 
This a double edged sentence. It cuts backwards ^nd 
forwards. We should be moderate, because the f^reat 
Moderator is by. We should not judge laxly or 
harshly, for He is the judge and every man shall re- 
ceive of Him according to that he hath done, nor ac- 
cording to what he seemeth to have done before men, 
but before God, who knoweth whereof we are made 
and remembereth that we are but dust. We should 
be liberal in our sentences, for God, which is love, 
is at hand. We should not trifle with the spirit 
of the law, for the lawgiver is near. He will bear 
no sentimental interference nor official tyranny. 
He is at hand to execute judgment, and he is a 
jealous God. 

But the saying looks onward, "Be careful for 
nothing. The Lord is at hand." 

There in an unreserved uttemess of faith in these 
sentences. We are to rejoice always, and be care- 
ful for nothing. 

Nothing. The Christian is not half saved. God 
does not pay half his debts for him, and leave him 
to work off the rest. No. The work of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ is complete. " His fan is in His 
hand," says the messenger, " and He will throughly 
purge His floor." He saves us to the uttermost. 
The love of God knows no end. Where sin 
al^ounded, there did grace much more abound, 
rising like a fountain above sin's utmost height. 

Therefore the Apostle saith "Be careful for 
nothing." 

Let us not try to weaken or improve this word. 
Let us take this sentence as one of the heartiest 
throbs of inspiration. 

"Be careful for nothing;" not for our bodies, 
for they are the Lord's ; not for our work, for that 
is the Lord's ; not for our salvation, for that, above 
everything, is the Lord's. So says David, "My 
soul is in Thy hand.'' So says one greater than 
he, " Into Thy hands I commend my spirit." 

The words of St. Paul are but an echo of Jesus 
Christ's. It is as if he had heard the Lord saying, 
" Come unto Me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." Come unto me, 
ye weary toilers at the work and play of life ; come 
ye who build, and buy, and sell ; ye whose hands 
are lame and crippled with hurtful work, ye whose 
brows ache with tedious thought, across the sky of 
whose life there come strange questionings about 
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the end and the worth of all these things ; come 
unto me. Come ye who are heated with play and 
pause among your broken toys at the deep revela- 
tion of a thought that there is much vanity and 
vexation of spirit. Come ye who work and ye who 
play, and yet feel that the time slips by, and the 
great end draws on, and the shadows lengthen, and 
the sun faUs, And the night cometh, when no 
man can work." Come all ye who ever feel the 
chill of the shadow of care passing like a cloud over 
your day ; " Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest." 

The Lord is at hand. " Be careful for nothing." 
" But in everything, by prayer and supplications with 
thanksgivings, let your requests be made known 
unto God." 

You cannot do this, or that ; for you cannot see 
your way. You sometimes wonder how it will all 
end. You sometimes feel out of heart about your- 
self and your work. Let us hope you do. Then 
lay it all before God. You may not be able to 
disentangle and describe all that you think. Never 
mind that. Lay it all before God. His great love 
has enabled his Apostle to say, "Be careful for 
nothing.*' "But in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgivings, let your requests 



THE BOOT OF JOT. 



177 



be made known unto G-od.*' "In everytliing." 
Here again we see the magnificent uttemess of the 
Apostle. "Eejoice in the Lord alway." "Be 
careful for notliing." "In everything, by prayer 
and supplication, let your requests be made known 
unto God." 

Do not suppose that you can be too open too 
personal in your communication with God. What- 
ever concerns yourself concerns Him. Do not keep 
prayer for grand and dif&cult occasions, and think 
that you can manage well enough by yourself in 
little trifling things. Without Otod you can do 
nothing well, not the ^ smallest. Take everything 
to Him. Think what the advice can mean, " Pray 
without ceasing." Get into the habit of referring 
everything to Him. Just as the cautious shopman 
rings every coin upon his counter to see if it be 
true, the penny as well as the pound, so do you 
try all that you do by the test of God. " In every- 
thing, by prayer and supplication, let your requests 
be made known unto Him.'^ Nothing is too com- 
mon to be brought before Him, who made the 
earth-worm as well as the archangel. Nothing is 
too frequent for Him who regulates the pulse of the 
slave that sweats in the field, and the long- stretched 
career of the planets which sail in space. You can- 

N 
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not appeal to Him too often. He is never weary 
of hearing the same thing over and over again. He 
is never tired of whom it may always be said, He 
worketh hitherto.'' 

Get into the way of turning to Him, as if He 
were at your side, not only in the Spirit, but in the 
flesh ; as if He were a human friend, whose hand 
you pressed, whose eye you read. As, aye, and far 
more than you would put questions, small as well 
as great to such a friend, may we make our requests 
known unto God. 

And the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus." 

The peace of God. That which He feels and 
gives. No flat barren mood of idleness and silence ; 
but a rich overflowing well of peace, which is never 
muddy, never dry ; which may be, as it were, some- 
times missed in the dark and tangled wood of life, 
where we stray and tear ourselves with thorns; 
but which is sure to be found close at our side, if 
we will only stop and be quiet. "The peace of 
Gt)d, which passeth all understanding," gloriously 
superior to all definition or description of man's 
mouth or pen. But which shows a marvellous fit- 
ness for the sore and jaded heart, which brings the 
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magic of its cure to the bewildered, siufdl, and 
distressed. 

"The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep jour hearts and minds, through 
Christ Jesus;" we do not save or keep ourselves, 
shall keep our hearts and minds through CShrist 
Jesus." 

There is the charm of God's peace — Christ Jesus. 
The one name under heaven whereby we are saved. 

Through Christ Jesus," and therefore without fear 
of failure, rebuke, or change. 
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Titus, i., 16. 

*'Unto the pure all things are pure, but unto them that 
are defiled and unbelieying is nothing pure ; but even their 
mind and conscience is defiled." 

St. Paul is one of the most considerate, and yet 
most daring personages of Scripture. He is scru- 
pulous not to give needless ofifence ; but where it is 
needful^ where it is necessary for him to speak out 
in a way which, when understood, would be sure 
to check a common tendency of popular religion, 
he risks ofifence at all hazards. 

We have an example in our text. He is writing 
to his Mend Titus about the ordaining of Elders 
in Crete. This was a difficult and delicate business, 
for there were many vain talkers in Crete, especially 
among the Jews. He is anxious to protect Titus 
from being drawn into theological disputes with 
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these people. He knows that Titus will be inces- 
santly asked to decide about the niceties of con- 
troversy between opposing sects. He will be pressed 
with what St. Paul calls " Jewish fables," " foolish 
questions," " genealogies," and " striving about the 
law." He will be bidden to say, what is clean, 
and what is not clean ; what is prohibited by this 
text, what is condemned by that ordinance, what 
is permitted by another. Therefore, knowing the 
tide of religious inquisitivenes^ and hair-splitting 
theology to which his Mend is exposed, St. Paul 
gives large common-sense directions about the 
appointment of bishops or priests and deacons ; 
and cuts the tangled knot of ceremonial proprieties 
with a strong sharp Christian maxim, ^* TJnto the 
pure all things are pure ; but unto them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure." 

We can hardly conceive the consternation which 
such a saying would create among the Jews and 
Jewish converts to Christianity. It upsets the 
whole fabric of the system in which they had been 
brought up. 

The maxim of St. Paul's which marks my text is 
opposed to the tendency of popular religions, which 
naturally make much of rules, ceremonies, and such 
like. There are sets of Christians which exist 
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mainly bj prohibitions. They draw a sharp line 
round themselves saying, " Everything beyond that 
is wrong." 

The stringency of the test varies in different 
religions communities ; but there are, I fancy, very 
few without a characteristic code of bye-laws. The 
tendency shows itself in one way or another. The 
Bomish priest may not marry. The Quaker girl 
may not wear red. 

The common religious world will have, not only 
a test, but a special test of some kind. The Jews 
found it in meats and drinks and ceremonial ablu- 
tions. The Hindoo finds and fights for it on much 
the same grounds. The Bomish and semi-Bomish 
exhibit it in accumulated restrictions upon the 
clergy, and religious orders of men and women. 
Others make it depend upon a card-table, a ball- 
room, a candlestick, a theatre, a surplice, a novel, 
an acquaintance, a tune, a pastime, an exercise; 
and apply it, not only to the minister of Christ, 
but to the whole body of professing Christians. 

It seems to me as if St. Paul swept away all 
these test-systems of Christianity by the weighty 
and powerful speech, " tlnto the pure all things are 
pure ; but unto them that are defiled and unbeliev- 
ing is nothing pure." 
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Grand ! brave ! Gk>d-inspired words ! whicli shine 
out like the morning sun upon a lamp-lit city. 
Here each has his little streak or patch of light, 
within which he sees and judges ; bejond which is 
darkness and distrust. But above all rises the 
divine, the master test, elastic and yet severe in 
every case; reaching all classes and conditions of 
men; trying the refined and the degraded, the 
bigoted and the generous by the same liberal and 
yet iron law, TJnto the pure all things are pure ; 
but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure." 

We will take the successive items of our text as 
they stand. 

TJnto the pure all things are pure." Though 
we may none of us be able to take in this fact in 
its fulness, yet we cannot hear it thus stated with- 
out some responsive assent in our own experience 
and heart. 

I have seen an harlot walking the streets, and 
leading by the hand a bright-eyed, fair-haired boy- 
child, which looked up into her painted face with 
honest smiles. I have seen the sun break through 
a cloud and shine with equal warmth and glory 
upon a rose-tree and a dung-hill. 

I have heard of a brook of water in the midst of 
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a battle-field. It washed the wounds and qnenclied 
the thirst of Mend and foe alike. Thus, and in 
a hundred ways we can see that " Unto the pure 
all things are pure." It is a truth about which 
nature is ever telling an endless and varied 
parable. 

But what is our interpretation of this parable 
in onr daily life ? how may we use the maxim of 
St. Paul ? what Christian liberty does it entitle us 
to enjoy ? It gives no licence. It is the statement 
not of a privilege but of a law, which inevitably fulfils 
itself ; which accounts for the immunity and strength 
of one, the perplexing caution and the detailed re- 
gulations of another. 

If you are pure yourself, if you are imspotted in 
your life, and honest in your heart, if your thoughts 
are clean, and your eye is clear, you will see through 
the stains of sin into the original ground colour of 
God's creation. You will detect His image in the 
degraded, you will hear His voice in the cries of 
anger and distress which fill the world You will 
see the grains of truth which lie under the heaps 
dry chaff, piled up upon the floors of the World 
and the Church. All things will be pure. You 
will not be tempted by false beauty and glittering 
allurement, you will not be perplexed with opposite 
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cries, by fierce contradictory assertions. You will 
not be misled by the pompons niceties of sectarian 
teachers. Whatever is beautiful, and right, and 
true, you will naturally see ; and the rest will be 
to you as if it were not. 

But unto them that are defiled and unbelieving 
is nothing pure. They do not see the original 
ground white of GK>d's canvass which He prepared 
for the writing of His hand^ but which man has 
smeared over and stained with sin. They see the 
sin. To them nothing is clean, nothing certain, 
nothing to be trusted. 

" The defiled." This must be taken in its first 
common sense. The impure find something to feed 
their impurity on all sides. They find indecent 
suggestions in, and associate indecent acts with, the 
simplest, most legitimate things. 

And here open licentiousness and affected modesty 
shew their likeness to each other. 

The openly licentious will taint the most pure 
and natural scenes with the corrupt imagination of 
their own hearts^ and give a foul turn to a fair 
thought ; and again, to the affectedly modest, to 
those who must always disguise homely words under 
a polite periphrasis, nothing is really pure. 

Both these classes are defiled, from one cause or 
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another. It maj be bj coarse and deliberate in- 
temperance. It maj be bj an artificial education, 
which leads the young to blush and shrink at things 
about what Otoi never intended them to be ashamed. 
They are defiled. 

But there are others to whom nothing is pure. 
" The unbelieving." 

This does not mean merely that they object to 
such and such a written creed, but they do not trust 
in the unseen. For there are nmny who profess 
a creed and yet have no genuine faith. They believe 
in meat and drink and sleep, but are cynical and in- 
credulous about love, heroism, self-sacrifice, and high 
principles. Let us have it all down in black and white, 
they say. We know nothing about your motives and 
influences. Give us hard cash which we may eat, 
and wear and spend, "no trust, no mistrust," is 
their miserable motto. To them also nothing is 
pure. They rather rejoice in the sense of shrewdness 
with which they separate the material from what 
they consider the fanciful in this world, and take 
their stand upon incredulity, as if that involved the 
secret of the Lord ; as if that fitted them for a 
passage to a world of wonders, into which the only 
possession we can carry from this, will be faith, 
hope, and charity. 
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I maj add in Gonnexion with this last thought 
that the law of God which St. Paul here states is 
exemplified not only in the Christian liberty of 
social life, but in religion. ''TJnto the pure all 
things are pure, but unto them that are defiled and 
unbelieving is nothing pure." 

The Church is torn, and many Christians are 
perplexed by religious doubts. Constituted as the 
Church is, it is impossible to hinder their entrance. 
In the prosecution of that spirit by which the 
Church of England became a Beformed Branch of 
the Catholic and Apostolic Church, doubts must 
arise, nay, with a man who has long taken the creed 
of his fiither into his mouth without thought or 
earnestness, without thinking what he says, doubts 
are often a sign of renewed life as well as of 
mental disease. Division and dispute are thus 
in one sense a symptom even of good. Dead 
souls do not differ, thus, controversy, scepti- 
cism, opposition, aye, the most virulent, un£Bur, 
deplorable, may be tokens, at leasts of animation. 
And who shall escape the misery of being unsettled ? 
who shall hear all these contradictions, statements, 
arguments, and sentences without harm? who 
shall face the perplexing texts, sentiments and 
assertions in the Bible, which it were cowardice 
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and follj to saj are not reallj distressing to 
manj good Christians, without some suspicion and 
disturbance? 

TJnto the pure all things are pure. Thej behold 
the inspiring spirit of God in the Holy Scriptures. 
They feel their own hearts respond to it ; and they 
see through the flaws in that vehicle by which it is 
conveyed to their own mind. They see through 
them, not I mean in the sense of being able to 
explain how they arose, or how they may be 
modified or removed, but they see through them as 
the natural accompaniment of such imperfect instru- 
ments as man and language. The pure in heart," 
says our Lord, " see God and the sight is undis- 
turbed by errors in the publication of any book, 
however divine. They know the author of whatever 
is true in word or deed, and therefore read the 
Bible, over which so many dispute, with a fulness 
of gratitude and quickness of enjoyment which none 
else can feeL 

But to the defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure. To them Holy Scripture is full of difficulties. 
It appeals to a faculty which they have repressed 
and deadened. It resists, at least that in it which 
alone makes the Bible holy, resists the tests which 
they employ. 
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The Bible reflects the spirit which you bring to 
its study. If you simply look for, or open your 
mind to receive, the influences of a divine and lofty 
spirit which presents in act the full longings of 
your own heart, and the expression of your holiest 
moods, then you find what you want ; you find the 
living word of the living God. 

But if you study the Bible in a snappish exact- 
ing spirit which requires its very language and 
structure to fulfil the conditions of a lucid and 
infallible directory, then you meet with incessant 
and serious disappointment, and altogether miss 
the help and presence of the God of truth himself. 

And the reason of all this failure, this impotence 
in seeing purity, this distressing dread and sus- 
picion of offence, appears yet more clearly from the 
next words in our text. TJnto the pure all things 
are pure, but unto the defiled and unbelieving is 
nothing pure, but even their mind and conscience 
is defiled.^' 

There is the sum of the whole matter. The 
world and the church, Gk)d and man, are to us 
what we are in ourselves. Are we distorted F so 
are they. Are we defiled ? so are they. Are we 
mistrustful ? they are not to be believed. 

And the worst of it is that even a defiled mind 
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and conscience must be used. We cannot help it ; 
we have no other. If a man is either taught, or 
learns in any waj to see impurity where God would 
show the pureness of his work or word^ as long as 
he retains the same mind and conscience he must 
follow them. Just as a man whose eye is dull, 
whose tongue stammers and whose ear is hardened, 
cannot see, speak, or hear plainly, so to him that is 
defiled or unbelieving is nothing pure. 

The great question then comes how may he be 
changed P For the change must be in him. The 
defiled must be washed; the unbelieving made 
faithful. And yet it is a wonderful thing to change 
a man's mind and conscience, so that he has alto- 
gether a new power of looking at things, judges by 
a new test, sees with new eyes, hears with new 
ears, thinks with new brain, feels with new heart. 
Who can do this ? God, and God alone. 

There are some defiled and unbelieving who do 
not know that they are so; there are some who 
know that they are so, and wish to remain as they 
are. 

But there are some who know it and hate it, who 
have had glimpses of a better vision, and intervals 
of a calmer confidence; who wish to rise out of 
themselves ; who want fresh life ; who have social 
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and religious difficulties, or feel tliemselyes ham- 
pered and distressed they know not distinctly why ; 
and yet feel that there are powers and possibilities 
within them which sometimes they are almost a&aid 
of using. 

Let not such a one fancy that he can cast ofif the 
slough of his old inferior defiled mind and con- 
science without difficulty; perhaps not without a 
very long, brave, and sustained effort. 

God can do the work. The man himself cannot. 
But he must use God. He must depend upon a 
higher power than he has ever felt or exerted him- 
self. He will pray ; not perhaps with long or clear 
petitions ; he won't know how to dress up his want 
in the court language of Heaven, but he will 
honestly desire to rise. He will utter that desire 
from his heart, trusting it to find its own way to 
God's ear. 

He will be chaste. He cannot undo the past, but 
he can watch himself in the present. The acts of 
the past are done, they may be foul or faulty ; but 
the future is clean. Now you are set as the master 
over that. Consider that God is helping you to 
cast ofif an old mind and conscience for a new. Be 
pure ; in the simplest and homeliest sense. 

And if you have religious difficulties, try an 
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entirely new remedy for them. Leave them alone, 
as if no real concern or matter whatever to you. 
Pass them by, and leave them for God to settle His 
own way. Try and step over the charmed circle of 
the narrow theology in which you have been en- 
tangled, perhaps even brought up, and let the spirit 
of your God have more play. With awe and re- 
verence say to yourself what you really do believe. 
Put away the mocking interrupting spirits of 
flippancy and inquisitiveness ; face the condition of 
your faith; and, whatever it be^ realise it. It 
might, you think, look bad in a book, but if it be 
your own, see what it is, at all hazards. 

Then leave it. Hang over it no more. Having 
stripped it bare, and seen what you suppose other 
people would consider its defects, do not try to 
mend or dress it, but cast yourself upon the wise, 
loving Fatherly Spirit of God Himself; and take a 
new mind and conscience from Him. 

Something like this was what David did when 
he realised his sin, and cried aloud, " Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me!" Believe it, such miracles are daily 
wrought. There are many men who have made 
such an eflfort and have been freed by God. To 
them all things have become pure. They have 
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disentangled themselves from the pressure of 
exacting religious regulations, from the distress of 
religious doubts. They see and admit the eidstence 
of contradiction with perfect equanimity, for they 
are in the highest sense believers in God. 

They trust Him ; and nothing less. He will show 
them their aim and their life in His Son; once 
weary and heavy laden they will go to Him, and 
£nd rest unto their souls. 



o 



THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD. 



I. Peteb ii., 12. 
" Haying your oonversation honest among the G-entiles." 

Living as we do in a country where Christianity 
is popular, we can hardly conceive the position of 
the first converts, who professed Christianity in the 
midst of a heathen world. 

The position of a modem European among 
savages, or intellectual civilized heathen, such, e,g,, 
as those of India, can give us no just idea of it. 
Were you or I set down to a solitary Christian 
life in the midst of idolaters, we might be sup- 
ported by the remembrance of sympathy at home. 
We should feel separated, not alone. But the 
early Christian convert could see no sympathy any- 
where on earth. He had no successful history to 
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reflect on, no foreign support to appeal to. He 
had no time-honoured Gospel, no liturgy hallowed 
by the conveyance of countless prayers. The cross 
was still the felon's gibbet, the vile emblem of some 
spot of shame shocking to the delicate, refined, and 
religious; a thing not to be mentioned in polite 
society; not yet the symbol of love and the 
honoured ornament of the house of God. 

Moreover, the early Christian had not only no 
New Testament ; but he was opposed by the posses- 
sors and teachers of the Bible. The Jews often 
persecuted the Christians whom the heathen let 
alone. 

Thus, without historical support, without com- 
mon sympathy, without the countenance of the 
king, without the prestige of a Church, the convert 
from the Gentiles stood alone in the midst of 
an incredulous, civilized, and powerful kingdom, 
noticed only to be despised, addressed only to be 
threatened. 

It is profitable to know how he was taught to 
conduct himself under these disadvantages ; profit- 
able I say, not merely curious, for in the advice 
given to him we may expect to see the first essen- 
tials of Christianity. We may see what is required 
of them that are admitted into the fellowship of 

o 2 
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Christ's religion. We may also learn to check onr 
modern exuberant "views;" we may be helped, 
more or less, to realise a nearness to the fountain- 
spring of the Gospel ; we may be carried, in the 
spirit, to the Head of the Church ; we may catch 
the echoes of the Saviour's words from him who 
was converted and charged to strengthen his 
brethren. 

What does St. Peter, the first Apostolic spokes- 
man, tell the new-born soul, new bom from the 
sins of heathenism ? 

" Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against 
the soul." 

" Strangers and pilgrims." That is the Chris- 
tian view of life. Christians are all travellers, 
through a country they cannot stay in ; travellers, 
blessed be God, towards a home, but all travellers ; 
some seemingly going through swiftly, buoyantly, 
with a high head and an open eye; some foot- 
sore, jaded, sleepy. Some with a chariot of fire, 
as if the horses of God were whirling them onwards 
before the eyes of an admiring Church; splendid 
saints; the tune of whose worship goes manly. 
Some heavy-hearted, heavy-limbed, but still crawl- 
ing onwards, feeling perhaps no less than the others 
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that here they have no continuing city, but that 
they seek one to come. Limping by the way-side, 
but still creeping humbly and bravely on. 

Aye, we are all pilgrims and strangers. That 
is one fundamental essential fact of which perhaps 
we need to be reminded, even more than the 
new-made solitary Christian converts among the 
old heathen people. It was a fact forced upon 
them. 

" As pilgrims and strangers, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul." 

There is a touch of the palmer and the hermit 
in these words. It is easy for modem confident 
social Christians to smile with superior light on 
the grim old days when men took these words of 
St. Peter's, and such like, in a rough literal way, 
and renounced the touch of woman and the taste 
of wine in the midst of abounding licentiousness. 
All honour, say I, to those narrow-minded honest 
warriors of the cross, who fought against even the 
very flesh which He wore, who began His ministry 
by making a rare and bounteous vintage for the 
guests at a marriage feast. 

For we must not be beguiled by pious heat or 
the sociability of our religion. Common life is 
holy ; but holy life is not common. 
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And again, spiritual emotions often ripen those 
very lusts which are the worst enemies of the 
spirit. 

Depend upon it, the words of St. Peter to these 
new-made converts are at the root of all religion. 
The last believer needs them as much as the first. 
Keep thyself pure. Other temptations retire and 
are feeble, compared with the " fleshly lusts, which 
war against the souL" They are present, incorpo- 
rate, assiduous, inseparable. Conquer them, and the 
devil is half disarmed. 

There is another point in St. Peter's advice 
which needs our special notice. The Christian was 
to recommend his religion to the Gentile by good 
behaviour, obedience to the laws, and respect for 
the government. 

Heathen laws, mind you, and heathen govern- 
ment. " Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake," says St. Peter. Both 
to the Mng, or supreme power, whatever it may 
be, and its representatives. For the Lord's 
sake. 

Here is another vital lesson. Christianity has 
nothing to do with forms of government, or 
social rank. Christians cannot belong to any one 
institution or age. The Gospel is not an accom- 
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paniment to monarchies or republics, but a mighty 
power of God unto salvation, touching, converting, 
sanctifying the soul of man quite irrespectively of 
all the shapes of a kingdom. The Spirit of God 
knows nothing about established churches, or par- 
ticular sects. The recording angel of truth waits 
not, pen in hand, for the result of a division 
among voters. The grace of God flows down into 
the solitary faithful soul, undeterred by authorita- 
tive interdict, and unaided by the most sumptuous 
invitation. 

There was at first much jealousy of the Christ- 
ians. The spirit of Herod, who, with superstitious 
fear, tried to extinguish the Christ among the 
innocents of Bethlehem, and the cynical indiffer- 
ence of Pilate^ who classed Him as a £a»natic with 
the rebels of Judsea, was before long felt by the 
Eoman. When they caught the notion of the 
kingdom of Christ, they persecuted the Christian 
as the subverter of established authority. 

A protest was entered against this by the first 
teachers. St. Peter and St. Paul both teach us that 
the faith is independent of earthly states, conditions 
and governments. Probably this feeling helped to 
the choice of the epistle for the day as coming so 
soon after the Majesty of the Besurrection. 
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We feel that the Lord is King, that all power is 
given to Him in heaven and on earth, and we are 
naturally tempted, in some moods, to think that it 
must need be antagonistic to this and that form of 
imperfect, objectionable government. 

But we degrade Christianity by making it depen- 
dent on these changing things. Even under the worst 
forms of them it may have free play. The subject of 
a Nero was taught obedience to the powers that be. 
The master and the slave were bidden to remain 
each in the same state as that in which he was called. 

Here is a fundamental lesson which these latter 
times may leam from the first. 

To put the lesson in a more modern or applic- 
able shape we may leam several things. First that 
Christianity is divine, that it does not rise from 
the earth but comes down from heaven ; that it is 
not entangled with human institutions but takes 
its origin from the order of God ; that it is one with 
the eternities and knows nothing of the changes 
and chances of this mortal life. "Ye have not 
chosen me," said our Blessed Lord, " but I have 
chosen you." The secret of religion is from above, 
and there is nothing perhaps we need strive to be 
more on our guard against in these clever days of 
progress than mere human inspiration, or the notion 
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that Christianity is the out-growth or refined accom- 
paniment of this and that set of men or form of 
government, whether it be ecclesiastical or not. 
True religion is not merely sanctified civilization, 
not merely the vanishing point of mortal sight, . 
not merely the atmosphere that reaches away into 
the invisible, but it cometh down from the Father 
of Lights, and cares no more for the political con- 
dition and social state of the men it touches, than 
the wind does for the nationality of the flag it 
waves. It is well to take this to heart. It is 
opposed to popular belief, for now religion is treated 
as if it were one of the departments of the govern- 
ment, and changed hands along with the ministry. 
Digest the fact that we have an unction from 
on high, a gift from God, and learn to pray with 
deepening awe before the realities of a Holy Spirit. 

There is another lesson from this teaching of St. 
Peter. We need not fret at or deplore this or that in- 
fluence seemingly hostile to religion. We need not 
have our consciousness of God's great love dwarfed 
or checked by thinking that this that and the other 
law, measure, custom imperils it. We need not 
be distressed at the croaking of religious politicians, 
and theological proselytizers, who prophecy evil 
because this and that is not done, or this and 
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tliat is done. Above all, no one need be distressed 
about the truth itself; it is ungrateful, small, 
and impertinent to be so ; we may be sorry that 
more do not care to search for it, sorry that there is 
grumbling and bitter controversy about matters 
which are sublimely superior to all strife and dispute ; 
but we need not join in the senseless cry that the truth 
is in danger, i.e., the Lord in danger. There is some- 
thing almost grotesque in the air of important 
anxiety with which some people run to the rescue 
of the Holy Spirit, and pretend to prop up Gk)d. 

To draw these thoughts somewhat closer to our- 
selves and our small belongings, we may observe 
that St. Peter in telling the Gentile converts haw 
to carry themselves well among their old associates, 
really says that whatever we are, unless, of course, 
actually immoral, we may serve God effectually, 
may enjoy the blessings of the Gospel, may be one 
with Christ. 

We need not go out of our station or lay aside 
our work in order to receive the grace of God, i.e., 
the greatest gift he can bestow. No secular work, 
if so be that it is honest, can spoil our right to 
heaven or detract from the value of our sonship. 
If the Christian with the bloom of his conversion 
still fresh on his soul was bound to recognize and 
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respect the heathen structure about him, we may 
be easy in the presence of much that has been con- 
sidered obnoxious and profane. We may receive 
the grace of God quite surely and safely without 
being shocked by this or that. People may be just 
as good Christians in the slums of a crowded city 
as in the consecrated scenery of a Paradise. Out- 
ward surrounding godlessness need hinder no one. 
It often does, we must allow, but it need not. The 
grace of God is not coy if we will but use 
it. It came to those early Christians among the 
heathen. It can come to a good man though he 
live in a drunken court. Wherever you are, there 
you may find the pure spirit of the Lord. 

Notice in conclusion that though St. Peter tells 
his converts to honour all men, love the brother- 
hood, fear God, honour the King, that the doing 
of these things does not make a man a Christian. 
He must be a Christian in order to do them. 

There is something higher in Christianity than 
social respect, loyalty, and the fear of the Lord. 
These things come from it, " Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, good will toward men." 
These things mark its coming, but they are not it, 
itself. 

The spirit of Christ in the man makes the 
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Christian, of which we are reminded by our Chris- 
tian name. That spirit which marks ns as strangers 
and pilgrims makes it impossible for ns to be quite 
satisfied with what can be got here, that spirit 
which ever drives ns on seeking a rest and a societj 
superior to this ; that wonderful spirit which is the 
savour of life in them that trust, but the savour of 
death in them that resist it. 

Trust then the grace of God given in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, even though you feel alone. You cannot 
be so lonely as those to whom it was first offered. 
Trust it, though the world sneers, and preach it to 
the world by a godly life. 
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Pboysbbs, xii., 27. 

The slothfid man roasteth not tliat which he took in hunt- 
ing, but the substance of the diligent man is precious." 

We have lately been hearing some portions of 
the Book of Proverbs in church; and we cannot 
help being struck, more or less^ with the strong 
worldly sense which marks so many of them. We 
notice their remarkable combination of homeliness 
and holiness. They have gained for Solomon the 
conspicuous title of "The Wise King," and yet 
they have recommended themselves to ordinary 
simple people, like ourselves, at all times. 

It is true that they suggest many differences in 
the Bible. As if there were great variations in the 
climate of the kingdom of heaven. In the Proverbs 
we see no rush of prophetic inspiration, no breath- 
less piling up of prayer, nor burst of devotional 
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ecstasy ; no vehement denunciation of evil, sucli as 
we hear from the mouths of Elijah and John the 
Baptist; no pleading of Christ-like love, such as 
marks the Epistles of St. John; no complicated 
threads of argument, such as run through the teach- 
ing of St. Paul ; no plaintive notes of sorrow, as 
the wailing of the Jews when they sat down and 
wept by the waters of Babylon ; no spirit-stirring 
battle-songs, such as that, Blessed be the Lord, 
my strength, who teacheth my hands to war, and 
my fingers io fight/* no quiet pastoral history, 
such as marks the course of the Patriarchs with 
their flocks and herds ; no gigantic sketches of 
heaven and earth, such as we find in the first 
chapters of Genesis ; but a tone of dry, quiet, prac- 
tical wisdom, with a tinge of grave humour, so to 
speak, which touches the perceptive faculties with a 
pleasant warmth of conviction. 

Now surely this most remarkable contrast between 
the different portions of the Bible is not without a 
very useful lesson to us. There are diversities of 
operations ; but it is the same spirit. One part of 
the Holy Bible addresses itself to one man, another 
to another. God's children may differ among 
themselves ; but He has food for each. 

Notice then, in connexion with the teaching of 
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the Proverbs, how sensible, so to speak, revelation 
is. It is no unreal high-flown thing, making a 
startling display of heaven upon earth; but it 
comes in a quiet homely dress, and speaks to man 
in the language of man. 

We may feel, however, that its very simplicity, 
its total fearlessness of lofty criticism, its unaffected 
directness,, is one of the purest signs of its origin, 
one of the most comfortable tokens of its coming 
from Him who is above all the littleness of human 
grandeur ; who holdeth the earth in the hollow 
of His hand, and yet laid his son in a manger. 
Let us see, then, with thankfulness, how near akin 
revelation is to simple human sense ; at least how 
little the shock is when they are brought together. 
This may cheer us. We may accept, as taught by 
the Lord, some of the common truths which we 
have perhaps separated from His word. We may 
learn thereby to feel the Lord nearer to us than we 
thought Him before, and be encouraged to pray 
more, to look up to Him more, to believe in Him 
more. 

Again, tlie simplicity and quiet wisdom of some 
parts of Scripture may enable us to take a more 
Christian view of the world in which we live. It 
seems to some that the Bible agrees with much 
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that has been discovered by people who never read 
it ; that revelation agrees with much that has been 
found out by man. Found out by man ? Not so. 
Say, rather, given by God. When we read in our 
Bibles things to which man agrees at once, as 
wise and true ; or things which some nations, pagan 
and others, have already accepted and acted on 
without even knowing or hearing of the Bible at 
all, then we know that God is independent of a 
book, that the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is not 
confined to the scribe. Therefore we take a larger 
view of God's work in the world, and dare not say 
that any part of it is spiritually quite barren till 
we have begun to preach the Gospel in it. 

These are lessons, and wholesome lessons, for us 
Christians to learn from the several parts of the Scrip- 
ture, and which may be well suggested to us whilst 
we are reading, in their order, some chapters out of 
the Book of Proverbs. 

Let us now take one of them, which came in the 
first lesson for this evening, and which I have 
chosen as my text. 

" The slothful man roasteth not that which he 
took in hunting ; but the substance of the diligent 
man is precious." 

The meaning of this is not so apparent as that 
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of some ; for it gives a new, or, at least, an unusual 
example of slothfnlness. 

The slothful man is not described as the mere 
drowsy sluggard, yawning when he ought to work, 
but as one who does take some trouble, and then 
spoils the effect and enjoyment of it. He appears 
as one who puts up with an imperfect result, and 
so loses the flavour of success. 

In God's Book, in the Holy Bible, this is set 
forth under the image, more familiar to those to 
whom it was first addressed than to us, but still 
sufficiently telling, of an hunter being at the pains 
to catch his game, and then either letting it spoil, 
or eating it uncooked. 

Probably it does not mean that such really was 
ever the case or custom, but it is an apt forcible illus- 
tration of the slothful temperament which the pro- 
verb is intended to rebuke. 

How common a failing is struck at here ! How 
vividly we see the rod of the wise man point at a 
defect which we can all of us, more or less, under- 
stand or lament ! 

Between those who idle and those who work is 
a class which does neither the one nor the other. 
They are busy, but no satisfactory result comes 
from their business. They give themselves a vast 
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(loal of pains, and thon let the end of the matter 
ulip through their fingers. There are some, indeed, 
(wuu industrious in their way, who do nothing be- 
cauHo thoy do not finish up their work as they go 
along ; thoy unravel as much as they weave, or they 
do it tho wrong way. But there are more who fail 
juHt before tho end, who yield to the spirit of indo- 
lonco just when the yielding spoils all the good of 
thtur previous pains. They put their hand to the * 
plough and look back. They do not endure unto 
tho end, and therefore they are not saved. The 
bridge falls in because the key-stone is neglected. 
Tho army marclios within a few miles of the focus 
of tlio fight; but the victory is lost because it 
halted an hour too soon. 

And this spirit of slothfalness which mars so 
much of the work, or would-be work in the world, 
is not only fatal to success, but it is eminently 
mortifying. The slothful man, hinted at in the 
proverb before us, has not the satisfaction of reflect- 
ing that he has rested ; he cannot feel that he has 
been sparing his strength, that he is fresh, at least, 
to begin ; he is useless, and he is vexed. He is not 
valued by others, nor respected by himself. 

A pure idler, one who professes to do nothing, 
may have his seasons of gloom ; but, at any rate, 
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he acts up to liis profession, and any departure from 
it will be found rather gratifying to himself than 
otherwise ; but he is not stung with the smart of 
failure. He may fold his useless hands together 
with the selfish reflection, " After all, who knows 
but that J might be useful if I chose, my friends 
urge me to exertion, I hear of the grandeur of 
work ; who knows but that I have the capabilities 
of being grand.'^ 

The half-idler, however, feels that he has been 
tried and has broken down ; that he has yielded to 
the spirit of sloth, when men were expecting to see 
his continuance at the work. He cannot comfort 
himself with the possibilities of success had he 
tried. He has tried, and, with a promise of a re- 
sult — nothing has resulted but discredit among his 
fellows and disappointment to himself. 

Do not let us hold these thoughts too worldly for 
the pulpit, too low a pitch for inspiration. There is 
much in the Bible to support them. We are closely 
concerned in their application. We all of us have some 
calling. Not one of us is in the position of the 
complete idler whose whole study is how best to 
keep up the appetite for play without tiring himself 
with work : but, however successful, is laying up for 
himself a sense of hollowness and vanity which must 
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make the death sweat doubly awful when it comes 
at last. We have all of us some calling. We have, 
indeed, though we be no heads of families, nor 
holders of official positions. We have some room to 
sweep, some home to brighten, some small place to 
fill. Well then, let us not be like the slothful man 
the Bible tells us of, who *' roasteth not that which he 
takes in hunting," who, that is, loses the savour 
and comfort of his pains, by neglecting the crisis 
of his object. Let us not think we do our work in 
the Bible spirit, or God*s way, if we leave it half 
done, in untigly despair, or wasteful confusion. 

Let us now look at the opposite character given in 
the proverb. " The substance of the diligent man 
is precious," whatever it be. It may not be much, 
but it is precious to others and to himself. It is 
precious to others. Every master knows how 
valuable the services are of the workman who 
finishes his work securely and thoroughly, who is 
diligent. Every husband knows what a comfort it 
is or would be to have a thrifty pains-taking wife, 
who can be depended on to keep the edge of his 
income from being ravelled out while he is working 
for the main portion of it. The substance of tlie 
diligent is precious. Be it master or servant, hus- 
band or wife, great or small, the rule holds. It is 
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precious to himself. The diligent man tastes the 
sweets of life, enjoys them with a comfort and flavour 
of which the sluggard has no conception. He sees 
his work finished in his hand. He wins the respect 
of his society. He is not distressed or disturbed 
by the humiliating remembrance of frequent failure. 
He fails, no doubt, sometimes ; the best man fails 
in some things ; but when he leaves off any matter, 
when he abandons any enterprise, it is upon con- 
sideration, and he shews his sense more by stopping 
than by going on. He does not go on till he breaks 
miserably down in impotent attempts. Jf he breaks 
down, it is nobly, with no striking of his colours, 
with no yielding to the sluggish slothful spirit 
which tempts the heart to be faint. He some- 
times, indeed, endures unto the end^ as far as he 
is concerned, without the result he labours for 
being obtained. That, however, is not a sign of 
cowardice but of courage, not a sign of slothfulness 
but of wakeful energy, and the remembrance of the 
struggle is precious to him, though he may not be 
able to show his victory to the world. Let us not 
be mistaken. The diligent are not always success- 
ful as the world counts success, and yet their sub- 
stance is precious. There are some who grind ou 
year after year at full strain, and meet with no re- 
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sponse whatever ; they work as it were up to high 
pressure, but no one regards them ; nothing seems 
to follow from their anxious toil; and yet their 
substance is precious, and they know it. 
They have the rare faith which can look beyond 
immediate results, which can steadily bear witness 
to truth and righteousness in spite of indifference, 
which does not depend upon the artificial stimulus 
of praise or opposition, but draws its life from a 
divine and invisible spring ; bearing up buoyantly 
in the still deep waters of isolation, holding fast to 
noble godly principles in the midst of petty stratagems 
and ephemeral expediency, still blowing at the little 
spark of right in the great black heap of wrong, 
and aiming high though those around be mean, 
suspicious or unconcerned. 

But all of us, in our way, after a measure, need 
some of this divine prophetic faith ; with all of us 
there are some results to be obtained, some reward 
of diligence. Its precious substance is not beyond 
our circle, nor beyond our reach. The home of the 
diligent, his conscience, his past, his fature are all 
bright. The substance of the diligent man is pre- 
cious. What he has is worth having. There is 
a completeness and secure sense of possession in it. 
Though it be little it does not rebuke him. His 
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poverty may be sharp, but it is not humiliating. 
His wealth may be abundant but it does not choice 
him. * He may set a very little mark upon the 
world, but it is mark of work, not a stain of sloth- 
ful failure. His substance, that which he has, 
which he does, which he says, is precious, it is of 
value to himself and to others. 

And now what has all this to do with religion ? 
I read in the Holy Bible the homely proverb before 
us, and I see many others, some more familiar ; and 
therefore, while these chapters of Proverbs are ap- 
pointed to be read in Church I stop to notice, and 
call you to notice, how truly wise is the Spirit of 
God. Let us then resist the narrow notion of reli- 
gion being only a Sunday flavoured thing with its 
peculiar rules and language. It is common as the 
air we breathe. It concerns the most worldly seem- 
ing business we can do and position we can occupy. 
Let us drop the notion of inspiration being merely 
about future events or devotional matters, but a 
gift offered in some real measure to all believers ; 
even as we pray every Sunday before we hear the 
familiar Law of the Lord, the ten commandments, 
" Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi- 
ration of thy Holy Spirit." 4i 

But there is more direct connexion between the 
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text and the salvation of our souls, between the 
wisdom of the proverb and the central grace of 
the Gospel, that I have as yet alluded to. 

Can we not miss the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding, by a compliance with this same 
slothful, halting spirit? can we not conceive of 
people who pray and read, and meditate, and make 
solemn resolutions, and yet exhibit but a very 
melancholy specimen of a Christian after all? who 
are careful and cumbered about their religion, yet 
get small comfort from it ? who seem to be always 
walking up hill, and yet get no lighter of heart as 
they ascend ; who really distress themselves with 
their piety, really mortify and deny the flesh, and 
yet find no enlivening of the spirit ? to say nothing 
of those who lose courage before they succeed, who 
obey for a time, and then fall away, the last state 
of whom is worse than the first ? 

Are there none who miss the final contact, as it 
were, with God, who seem to fall from the top of 
the celestial ladder, touch the very battlements of 
the new Jerusalem and then slip into the dark moat 
of despair which lies close around its walls ? Surely 
we can conceive such disastrous failure as this, 
failure which ODmes from an halting, timid, self -con- 
sulting spirit, which stops short of the surrender of 
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one's whole self to God, which is not thorough going 
in its prayers, which breaks down for want of 
the one final step, which lacks one thing. 

We may be sure that the religion of the diligent 
man, who not only perseveres, but who is hearty 
and trustful in his prayers, is precious. The soul 
of the sluggard, says another proverb, desireth, 
and hath nothing. So sloth in religion, leaves the 
soul with a vague wishing for peace, and a daily 
distressing sense of uneasiness. 

Let us be no half Christians, lukewarm, neither 
cold nor hot, but put our trust in Gk)d wholly, 
keeping back no confessions nor cares from Him, 
lest we fret ourselves with imperfect devotion, and 
then miss the everlasting peace which comes from 
a hearty, thorough faithful trust in Him who makes 
the substance of the diligent man precious. 
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I. Peteb, ii., 23. 

When He suffered He threatened not, but committed himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously." 

We may learn from this portion of St. Peter's 
epistle his estimate of Christian humility, and 
patience under provocation. 

There are few things which characterize a man 
more than self-control. There is nothing in which 
we feel the life of our Lord Jesus Christ to be more 
admirable than His forbearance. He was patient 
beyond all comparison. Though quick to feel 
unkindness, though brimful of strong desire which 
was thwarted whenever it grew to a head — witness 
His lament over Jerusalem, though thus running over 
with love which was flung back upon him cold> 
vet " when He was reviled He reviled not again, when 
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He suffered He threatened not, but committed 
himself unto Him that judgeth righteously." 

However grand this patience, I wish to show 
you that we can feel and may exercise it in the 
commonest, humblest life. It is within our reach, 
within our power. We have here a thing, not only 
to be admired, but to be done. God alone can 
judge with what bitter sense of failure we repeat 
our attempts to do it, but it is not beyond our 
reach. It is never to be despaired of. Touched 
with the contagion of His spirit we may be patient 
with Christ. 

Let us therefore now try to fix in our minds 
some truths about patience and humility. 

What is Christian humility ? that spirit which 
does not threaten when it suffers, and yet does not 
disgrace itself? We shall get at it best by looking 
at several other kinds of humility. Some are 
humble through fear. They dare not threaten 
when insulted. They would like to do so, they 
envy the man who does, but they are afraid. 
They are not afraid to threaten any one who yields 
at once to their anger, such as weak timid shrink- 
ing people; but a serious insult, or an act of 
injustice from one higher and stronger than them- 
selves shuts their mouths. When they are reviled 
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they revile not again, because they are frightened. 
They shrink from the consequences of rejoinder. 
They are afraid of committing themselves. It 
requires some moral courage to defy or challenge 
a powerful enemy, or to question an act of popular 
injustice, or to protest against a respectable wrong- 
doer. Many submit to him through fear. They 
would gladly resent his treatment of them, but 
they dare not. When he threatens they bow and 
are silent. This is not Christian humility. It is 
valued for what it is worth. Those who try to 
carry their point with injustice or threats are 
willing enough to compliment the so called good 
feeling of a man who yields to them. We can 
afford to praise when we are triumphant. But 
thus a good deal of cowardice passes current in the 
world and in the church for Christian humility. 
A man who is silent through fear is often said to 
show proper respect to his superiors ; and the bit- 
terness felt by those who are humbled is called 
humility. 

Again, there is a false kind of humility arising 
from impotence. There are many who yield to 
force because they can't help it. There are unsuc- 
cessful people who have no heart to return threat 
for threat. They are feeble, broken down. It is 
not that they are afraid, but they do not care 
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eDough for the offence, they have not spirits enoiigh 
to resent it. They acquiesce in reviling and ill- 
treatment as a matter of course. 

I need not say that this dull indifference, this 
sad insensibility, is not Christian. Those who 
have it are not humble. Humility is the child of 
power not of weakness. To be truly humble you must 
have force enough to be proud The submission of 
the Christian is voluntary. It is that which makes 
it noble, divine, Christ-like, victorious. 

There is one other kind of humility which is vile 
in the angels* eyes, but still passes current in some 
places amon^ men. It is worse than any submis- 
siveness produced by fear, or resulting from chronic 
impotence. 

I mean a calculating humility; a humility ex- 
hibited to obtain a certain result. Of course this 
is sometimes obviously offensive. When the can- 
vasser bows and smiles for support, the voter is 
conscience of some gratification. He likes to see 
my lord try to make himself pleasant. He enjoys 
a passing sensation of patronage, and in many 
cases is so much pleased as to yield what the can- 
didate asks for, hat in hand. 

But the outside world — the philosophers and the 
mob — see through all this and despise it. They 
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know it is not true humility nor anything like it. 
There is another kind of selfish or commercial 
humility less grotesquely false than this, and 
therefore the more subtle and dangerous. We 
feel contempt for the man who bows grossly for 
what he can get to another whom he dislikes. 
We despise this obvious affectation ; but there is a 
humility which commands respect and is yet purely 
commercial, purely selfish. 

There are those who seek to conquer by yielding, 
who submit to-day in order that they may triumph 
to-morrow ; who win victories by feigning defeat ; 
who allow themselves to be put upon, or iU-treat-ed 
for a while, being sure that a revulsion of feeling 
will follow, and that their submission will ensure 
sympathy in the end, by the inevitable laws of 
recompense. 

No doubt it will. A man who deliberately for- 
bore when ill-used in order to support the party he 
belonged to, or the doctrines he taught, would 
win support for that party or those doctrines. A 
man who made a soft answer designedly, in order 
to turn away such an one's wrath, would probably 
succeed, and yet would have exercised a merely 
commercial humility. Nay, this rises sometimes 
into almost nobleness ; so near is it to the true 



CHBISTIAK FOBBEABANCE. 



223 



humility of Christ. A man who lays down hi6 
prospects, hopes or even life for a particular object, 
who thinks thus, "if I give up such and such 
pleasures I shall effect such and such a purpose," 
may possibly command the cheers of the crowd, the 
canonization of a church, and the grateful language 
of a nation, and yet fall far short of Christian 
humility. 

For 'true Christian humility comes of trust in 
God, and trust in God alone. The humble, the 
truly humble man, the man after the Lord Jesus 
Christ's heart, has no aim but to do the will of God. 
" When He suffered He threatened not, but com- 
mitted Himself to Him that judgeth righteously." 

There is no self-consciousness about Christian 
humility. No Christian when humble thinks that 
he is humble, he is so naturally, and is not aware 
of it. 

What God and the angels recognise as true 
humility, that which specially marked our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is such confidence in Hin^i that 
judgeth righteously as to make us superior to 
suffering, reviling and threats. 

When He was reviled He reviled not again, for 
His eye was fixed upon the face of Gk)d. He could 
not stop. He did not care to brush away the vulgar 
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tormentors who buffeted Him and spat in His face. 
It was not from fear, for He did not shrink, it was 
not from impotence, for He checked the sign of 
stren^h about Him, it was not from selfishness, that 
He held EEis peace when the slaves smote him and 
the rulers sneered upon the seat of justice. He 
reviled not again, for He was too great, too noble 
to do so. He saw too far to look aside for the 
hindrances and insults in the judgment halL He 
spoke only of what was really before Him when He 
said, " Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man sitting 
on the right hand of Power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven." But though He spoke aloud He said it 
to Himself as much as to any one. It was the 
sign of His confidence, the proof of His humility. 
With such a vision as this He could not stoop to 
revile, reply and threaten, though the world raged 
round Him, with shrill and savage anger. 

Let us learn from this humility of our Lord. 
It is intelligible enough. There is a great gulf 
between it and all other humility, however admira- 
ble, however effective. Let us use the marvellous 
supernatural spirit of Christ and look onward, 
upward. Let us look to God, and then we over- 
look the stings of insult, the chill of neglect, and 
the terror of threats. 
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And let us not despair though we are often pro- 
voked and forget ourselves; though we cannot 
always resist the temptation to put in a cutting 
reply, and make a damaging rejoinder. But let us 
use the spirit which we love ; the far seeing, patient 
buoyant, faithful spirit of Christ. We are His. 
We may use His power. It is not so much that 
we imitate or copy Him. We cannot do that 
except with lamentable degrading failure. We can, 
however, use the spirit of Christ, that spirit of 
which the Holy Communion is an effective pledge, 
which is given to assure us that we are one with 
Christ and Christ with us. 
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* BxTBLATioira, yii., 9. 

** After this I beheld, and lo ! a great multitude which no 
man could number, of all nations and kindi^ds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes and pahns in their hands, and cried 
with a loud voice saying, ' Salyation to our Gk>d who sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.* " 

These words are taken from the Epistle of All 
Saints' Bay, and, with others from the Gk>spel, 
may teach us something about saints ; who they are, 
where they live and have lived. These questions 
are more or less answered by the Epistle and 
Gospel for the day, those chosen portions of Scrip- 
ture which contain the Church's teaching on this 
subject, and which I think will commend itself 
to your own consciousness of what is true and 
right. 
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The Epistle is taken from tlie record of a dream, 
or vision, or ecstasy of St. John. He seemed to see 
the population of heaven, the people of God, the 
choruses which sing His hymns, the armies which 
fight His battles, the angels which carry His mes- 
sages, the saints which have been let into His 
house. 

Of these last he has a boundless review. He 
sees, and naturally notices with immediate atten- 
tion those of his own nation. He sees and records 
first, the Jews. The tribes appear, as it were, in 
stately procession, sealed with the seal of God upon 
their foreheads. The roll of familiar names is 
heard, and his gratified ear seemed to accept them 
and their clansmen, Judah, Eeuben, Gad, Asshur, 
Nephthali, Manasses, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebu- 
Ion, Joseph, and Benjamin, as the representative 
saints of humanity. So far we have a vision dear 
to the heart of a Jew ; the marshalled thousands 
of His people safe in the streets of heaven. 

But more was to come. After this he looked, 
and now there were not companies of twelve thou- 
sand alone summoned from the strife of the world 
and sealed as the property of God, but a sight 
beyond his widest experience or expectation. 

He seems to see the great central throne of the 
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Almiglity ; feebly pictured in the brightest words of 
man, who labours, with the aid of sapphire, crystal, 
emerald, and rainbow, to construct the state which 
surrounds the Triune Gk)d within the halls of 
space. 

St. John, lying there in his banishment, witli his 
body imprisoned, but his soul free, sees beside the 
Hebrew saints a crowd about the throne reaching 
far beyond the horizon of that mystic panorama ; a 
contrast to the numbered and elected Jews, a crowd 
without bounds or likeness to itself, except that all 
sung the same far-reaching anthem. A multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
people, and tongues, crying with a loud voice, Sal- 
vation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb." 

This was a sight for a bom Jew. This was to 
St. John what the vision of the clean and unclean 
beasts was to Peter. It opened his eyes. It is 
made the instrument, by the Holy Ghost and the 
Church, to teach us the boundless field of funda- 
mental sainthood ; how, though it blooms, conies to 
its full flower, in Christendom, it is not shut up in 
this or that Church, or this or that religion ; but 
grows, under the husbandry of God, in all places 
and at all times. "A multitude which no man 
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could number, of all nations, people, and tongues." 
Nations which have passed away before the dawn 
of our history ; nations of which Europe will never 
hear, unknown, forgotten, strange to us, all furnish 
their harvest of saints, i.e., of those who have been 
sanctified, made holy by the mystic working of the 
Spirit of God. " A multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, and people, and tongues." 

I know that we must not press the ethnological 
sense of this verse. It is well not to pursue texts 
into their details ; but there is a broad meaning on 
the face of this which impresses us with the vast- 
ness of the lesson then showed to St. John, and 
now, through him, to the Church ; viz., that beyond 
the boundaries of the faithful which are recognized 
by us, God has much people ; and that the Spirit 
which works by means which he has given us to 
our salvation, is not tied to them, but can quicken 
the soul from on high according to His mysterious 
will as he listeth ; in ways by which no man can 
tell whence He cometh and whither He goeth. 

This is a great lesson to us. It helps ns to 
resent and throw off the suffocating influence of 
mere local or national privileges, and not measure 
true catholic sainthood by the petty sectional tests 
which we can see and chronicle. 
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Who then were these unhistorical saints ? What 
made them such P What sealed them as the ser- 
vants of God ? 

I think the answer is given in the Gospel for the 
day, All Saints* day ; where we have our Blessed 
Lord's standard of blessedness, reaching backwards 
and forwards throughout all time, and set up wher- 
ever there are human hearts to feel, and human 
deeds to do. 

WTio are the saints ? How shall we admit the 
claims of this multitude, these who had the spirit 
of Jesus when that name had not been sanctified 
by the incarnation of the word ? 

He tells us Himself, who th^ blessed are. 
The poor in heart, the mourners, the meek, they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-makers, those 
who are persecuted for doing right. These are the 
saints. These are the blessed. This is the Lord's 
teaching, and the Church echoes His words in the 
last Gospel of all the series in the Prayer Book. 
This is the interpretation she gives to the vision of 
St. John, who sees the countless multitude of all 
tongues, and people, and nations praising God, 
along with the chosen people of his own creed and 
nation, and knew not whence they were. This is 
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the final Bible lesson the Churcli teaches^ wlien she 
would tell lis what is meant by the memory of All 
Saints. 

But I can easily see, of course, that some will 
ask were these made holy without the work of Jesus 
Christ. Is His work unconnected with their salva- 
tion P This is as much as asking, were they saved 
without God's help ? 

However, there is an answer to this in some of 
the verses which follow the Epistle. St. John sees 
the great multitude of aU nations, and people, 
and tongues," and, not knowing who they were, is 
told thus in his dream. "These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." 

Here then we have this other Catholic fact set 
before us, that the sacrifice of Christ, or the atone- 
ment, or by whatever name we designate the 
blessing seen in the life and death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is not tied down to a particular date, 
so that before that it was inoperative. 

What did our Lord himself say, in words which 
offended the precise historical Jews, " Before Abra- 
ham was, I am." 

We must not build a dam across the stream of 
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God's mercy. That was especially revealed by our 
Lord ; the assurance of it was conveyed to our 
souls by Him, but it did not begin when we first 
knew of it. It may have reached us then for the 
first time; but it had left God in the long ages 
before. 

To the blind man whose eyes are opened, the sun 
is a new thing. So to those whose eyes are opened 
by the Gospel, God's love is a new thing ; but it 
has been shining on the spirit, and warming souls 
beyond and beside all our calculations. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is not only the last in the 
chain of God's gifts, but He is the first. The first 
and the last. The word which was incarnate in 
Him, " was," says St. John, " in the beginning. All 
things were made by Him, and without Him was 
not anything made that was made." 

He was the true light which lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world, of every man in those 
countless nations and peoples and tongues whom St. 
John saw in his vision and records in the book of 
Revelations. 

I know that these are deep matters. We can but 
echo the words of such as were specially inspired to 
write the things they felt, saw and heard. Still I 
cannot help saying so much on the perfect con- 
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sistency of the Clnircli's teaching that we must look 
to the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation, and that, yet, there were saints at all 
times, though thej did not come within the scope 
of our history or learn in the same school in which 
we have been taught of God. 

After the Chtqrch has set before us the example of 
the well known Apostles, Evangelists, and Martyrs, 
she pauses as it were at the thought of the thou- 
sands which are unnoticed and unknown to men, 
which have been honoured with no surviving earthly 
praise, and canonized by no church ; whose record 
has been distorted by no tradition, which have 
brought their fruit to perfection in some hidden 
comer or unexplored acres of God's great garden, 
and, fed with dew from heaven, have sent up the 
sweet savour of their lives unchronicled and un- 
catalogued by evangelist or ecclesiastical historian. 
The Church as it pauses before the crowd of these 
unknown saints feels that she cannot complete the 
list. She can only call one festival All Saint's 
Day and set before us two portions of Scripture to 
say what she means. 
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Blunt's (Rev. J. H.) Household Theology ; a Handbook of 

Religious Information rMpecting the Holy Bible, the Prayer Book, the 
Church, the Ministry, Divine Worship, the Creeds, &c., &c. Smdl 
8vo. 6». \ 
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Boyle's (W. E. A.) Inspiration of the Book of Daniel, and 

other portions of Sacred Scripture. With a correction of Pro&ne, and an 
adjustment of Sacred Chronology. 8vo. 14«. 

Bright's (Eev. W.) Faith and Life; Readings for the 

ffreater Holydays, and the Sundays from Advent to Trinity. Compiled 
from Ancient Writers. Small 8vo. 5». 

Brown's (Rev. G-. J.) Lectures on the Gospel according to 

St John, in the form of a Continuous Commentary. 2 vols. 8vo. 24«. 

Browne's (Sir Thomas) Christian Morals. With a Life of 

the wAuthor by Samuel Johnson. In small Bvo. with Portrait of Author, 
price 68. Iiandsomely printed on toned paper ftom antique type. 

Burke. — A Complete Edition of the Works and Correspond- 
ence of the Right Hon. Edmund Burke. In 8 vols. 8yo. Wi& For- 
trait. 41.48, 

Contents : — 1. Mr. Burke*s Correspondence between the rear 1744 and 
his Decease in 1797, first published from the original MSS. in 1844, 
edited by Earl Fitzwilliam and Sir Richard Bourke. The most interest- 
ing portion of the Letters of Mr. Burke to Dr. French Laurence is also 

included in it. 

2. The Works of Mr. Burke, as edited by his Literary Execntors, and 
completed by the publication of the 15th and 16th Volumes, in 1826, 
under the Superintendence of the late Bishop of Rochester, Dr. Walker 
King. 

Byrke's (Edmund) Eeflections on the Eevolution in France, 

in 1790. New Edition, with a short Biographical Notice. 8vo. 4*. 6d. 

Cambridge Year-Book and University Ahnanack for 1865. 
Edited by William White, Sub-Librarian of Trinity College. Crown 8to. 
28. 6d. sewed ; or, 'ds. 6d. in cloth. 

Caswall's (Eev. Dr.) Martyr of the Pongas. A Memoir 

of the Rev. Hamble James Leacock, first West-Indian Missionaiy to 
Western Africa. Small 8vo. With Portrait. Bs. 6d. 

Chase's (Eev. D. P.) Translation of the Niconaacliean Ethics 

of Aristotle; with an Introduction, a Marginal Analysis, and Elxplani- 
tory Notes. Designed for the use of Students in the Universitiea. Second 
Edition, revised. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Chevallier's (Eev. Professor) Translation of the Epistles of 

Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, and Polycarp, and of the Apologies of Justin 
Martyr and Tertullian. With Notes, ana an Account of the Present State 
of the Question respecting the Epistles of Ignatius. Second Edition. 
8vo. 12». 

Christian's (The) Duty, from the Sacred Scriptures. In 

Two Parts. Part I. Exhortation to Repentance and a Holy Life. Part 
II. Devotions for the Closet, in Three Offices, for every Day in the 
Week. [London : sold by C. Rivington, in St. Pauts ChttrihwMrd 1730 1 

New Edition. Edited \>y TVioma* Dale, M.A. Small 8to 

(im.) 6*. 
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Clarke's (Eev. B. S.) Essay towards the Interpretation of 
the Apocalypse; with Appendices on Ezekielxl. — xlviii., and Plans. 8yo. 89. 

Clergy Charities. — List of Charities, General and Diocesan, 
for the Relief of the Clei|^, their Widows and Families. Fifth Edition. 
Small 8vo. ds, 

Clissold's (Rev. H.) Lamps of the Church; or, Rays of 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, from the Lives and Deaths of some Eminent 
Christians of the Nineteenth Century. New and cheaper Edition. Crown 
Byo., with five Portraits. 5$, 

Codd's (Rev. A.) The Fifty-Third Chapter of Isaiah. A 

Course of Lectures, delivered in Holy Week and on Easter Day, in the 
Parish Church of Beaminster, Dorset Small 8vo. Ss. 6d. 

Cotterill's Selection of Psalms and Hymns for Public Wor- 
ship. New and cheaper Editions. 32mo., !«.; in 18mo. (large print), 
]«. 6d, Also an Edition on fine paper, 28. 6d, 

%* A large allowance to Clergymen and Churchwardens. 

Cox's (Miss) Hymns from the G-erman ; accompanied by the 
German originals. Second Edition, elegantly printed in small 8vo. 5«. 

Cox's (Rev. J. M.) The Church on the Rock : or, the Claims 
and some Distinctive Doctrines of the Church of Rome considered, in Six 
Lectures. Small 8vo. ds. 

Coxe's (Archdeacon) Plain Thoughts on Important Chu^h 
Subjects. Small 8vo. 39. 

Crosthwaite's (Rev. J. C.) Historical Passages and Charac- 
ters in the Book of Daniel ; Eight Lectures, delivered in 185*2, at the 
Lecture founded by the late Beruard Hyde, Esq. To which are added, 
Four Discourses on Mutual Recognition in a Future State. ]2mo. 

78. ed. 

Daily Service Hymnal. 12mo., Is. 6d. 32mo., 6d. 

Davvs's (Bp. of Peterborough) Plain and Short Histoiy of 
England for Children : in Letters from a Father to his Son. With Ques- 
tions. Fourteenth and Cheaper Edition. ]8mo. 1«. 6d, 

Denton's (Rev. W.) Commentary, Practical and Exegetical, 

on the Liord*s Prayer. Small 8vo. 5s. 

Ellison's (Rev. H. J.) Way of Holiness in Married Life; 
a Course of Sermons nreached in Lent. Second Edition. Small 8vo. 
28, 6d. In white dota, antique style, ds, 6d. 

Espin's (Rev. T. E.) Critical Essays. Crown 8vo. 78. 6d. 

Contents: — Weslevan Methodism — Essays and Reviews — Edward 
Irving— Sunday— Bishop Wilson, of Sodor and Man— Bishop Wilson, of 
Calcutta— Calvin. 
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Eyans's (Archdeacon) Bishopric of Souls. Fourth EditLoiL 

Small 8yo. 5f. 

Evans's (Archdeacon) Ministiy of the Body. Second Edi- 
tion. Small 8vo. ^.6d. 

Exton's (Eev. E. B.) Speculum Gregis ; or, the Parochial 

Minister*! Assistant in the Oversight of his Flock. With blank forms 
to be filled up at discretion. Seventh Edition. In pocket aize. 4m. 6d. 
bound unlh clasp. 

Fearon's (Rev. H.) Sermons on Puhlic Subjects. Small 

8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Giles's (Rev. J. D.) Village Sermons preached at some of 

the chief Christian Seasons, in the Parish Church of Bellean with Ahj. 
Small 8vo. 5s. 

Gilly's (Rev. Canon) Memoir of Felix Neff, Pastor of the 

High Alps ; and of his Labours among the French Protestants of Dauphin^, 
a Remnant of the Primitive Christians of Gaul. Sixth Edition. Fcan. 
6s. 6d. 

Girdlestone's (Rev. Charles) Holy Bible, containing the 

Old and New Testaments ; with a Commentaij arnuiffed in Short Lec- 
tures for the Daily Use of Families. New Edition, in o vols. 8vo. S(. Sg, 

The Old Testament separately. 4 vols. 8vo. 42s. 

The New Testament. 2 vols. 8vo. 21s. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Thoughts on Personal Heliinon. 

Seventh Edition. Small 8vo. 6*. W. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.)r Office of the Holy Communion in 

the Book of Common Prayer; a Series of Lectures delivered in the 
Church of St. John the Evangelist, Paddington. Third Edition. Small 
8vo. 68. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Sermons preached on Various Occa- 
sions during the last Twenty Years. Second Edition. 2 vols, small 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Four Sermons on Subjects of the Day. 

Second Edition. U. 6d. ^' 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) The Idle Word: Short Religious 

Essays upon the Gift of Speech, and its Employment in Conven&tiAn 
Third Edition. Small 8vo. 3s. eiwuon. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Introduction to the Devotional 

Study of the Holy Scriptures. Seventh Edition. Small 8vo. 3s; 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Family Prayers, arranged on the 

Liturgical Principle. Small 8vo. 3s. 

Goulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Short Devotional Forms, compiled to 
meet the Exigencies of a Busy life. New Edition, elegantly printed in 
square I6mo. Is. 6<j. 
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Gk)ulbum's (Rev. Dr.) Manual of Confirmation. Fifth 
Edition. U 6(L 

Greswell's (Rev. Edward^ The Three Witnesses and the 

Threefold Cord ; beinff the Testimony of the Natural Measures of Time, 
of the Primitive GivU Calendar, and of Antedilavian and Postdiluvian 
Tradition, on the Principal Questions of Fact in Sacred or Profime Anti- 
quity. 8vo. 7$, 6d. 

Greswell's (Rev. Edward) Objections to the Historical Cha- 
racter of the Pentateuch, in Part I. of Dr. Colenso^s Pentateuch and 
Book of Joshua,** considered, and shown to be unfounded. 8vo. 5s. 

Greswell's (Rev. Edward) Exposition of the Parables and 
of other Parts of the Gospels. 5 vols, (in 6 parts), 8vo. 3/. 12s. 

Grotius de Yeritate Religionis Christianse. With EngHsh 

Notes and Illustrations, for the use of Students. By the Rev. J. £. 
Middleton, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Lecturer on Theology 
at St. Bees* College. Second Edition. 12mo. 6s. 

Gumey's (Rev. J. H.) Sermons on the Acts of the Apostles. 

With a Preface by the Dean of Canterbury. Small 8vo. 7s. 

Gumey's (Rev. J. H.) Sermons chiefly on Old Testament 
Histories, from Texts in the Sunday Lessons. Second Edition. 6s. 

Gumey's (Rev. J. H.) Sermons on Texts from the Epistles 
and Gospels for Twenty Sundays. Second Edition. 6s. 

Gumey's (Rev. J. H.) Miscellaneous Sermons. 6s. 
Hale's (Archdeacon) Proposals for the Extension of the 

Ministry in the Church of England, by the Revival of a lower order of 
Ministers, and by the Addition of Suflfragan Bishops, made on several 
occasions. Bvo. 2s. 6d» 

Hale's (Archdeacon) Sick Man's Guide to Acts of Faith, 

Patience, Charity, and Repentance. Extracted firom Bishop Taylor^s Holy 
Dying. In large print Second Edition. 8vo. 3s. 

Hall's (Rev. W. J.) Psahns and Hymns adapted to the 

Services of the Church of England ; with a Supplement of additional 
Hymns and Indices, In 8vo., 5s. 6d. — 18mo., 3s. — ^24mo., Is. 6d. — ^24mo., 
limp cloth, Is. 3i.— 32mo., Is. — 32mo., limp, 8J. (The Supplement may 
be had separately.) 

%* A Prospectus of the above, with Specimens of Type, and farther 
particulars, may be had of the Publishers. 

Hall's Selection of Psalms and Hymns ; with Accompanyine 
Tunes, selected and arranged by John Foster, of Her Majestv s Chapels 
Royal. Crown Bvo., limp doth^ 2s. 6<^. The Tunes only, Is. 

Hall's Selection. An Edition of the above Tunes .for the 

Organ. Oblong 8vo. Is. 6d, 
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Help and Comforfc for the Sick Poor. By the Author of 
'*8i€kDeM: its Trials and Blessings.'* Fourth Edition, mi larffe jtrmL 
If., or Is. 6d, in cloth. 

Henley's (Hon. and Bev. E.) Sermons on the Beatitudes, 

preached at St. Mary*s Church, Putney. Small 8yo. Ss. 

Henley's (Hon. and Rev. R.) The Prayer of Prayers. 

Small 8yo. 49. 6d. 

Heygate's (Rev. W. E.) Care of the Soul ; or, Sermons j 
on Points of Christian Prudence. 12mo. St. 6d. I 

Heygate's (Rev. W. E.) The Good Shepherd ; or, Christ j 
the Pattern, Priest, and Pastor. 18mo. 3s. 6d. 

Hodgson's (Chr.) Instructions for the Use of Candidates for 

H0I7 Orders, and of the Parochial Clergy, as to Ordination, Licences, 
Induction, Pluralities, Residence, &c. &c. ; with Acts of Parliament rela- 
ting to the above, and Forms to be used. Eighth Edition, revised and 
corrected. 8vo. 128. 

Holden's (Rev. Geo.) Ordinance of Preaching investigated. 

Small 8vo. 39. 6d. 

Holden's (Rev. Geo.) Christian Expositor; or, Practical 

Guide to the Study of the New Testament. Intended for the use of 
General Readers. Second Edition. 12mo. 12s. 

Hook's (Dean) Book of Family Prayer. Sixth Edition. 

18mo. 29. 

Hook's (Dean) Private Prayers. Fifth Edition. ISmo. 2s, 
Hook's (Dean) Dictionary of Ecclesiastical Biography. 

8 vols. 12mo. 21. II9. 

Hours (The) of the Passion ; with Devotional Forms for 

Private and Household Use. 12mo. St. in limp cloth, or 6s. in doth, 
red edges. 

Hulton's (Rev. C. G.) Catechetical Help to Bishop Butier's 

Analogy. Third Edition. Post 8vo. 49. 6d. 
Hynms and Poems for the Sick and Suffering ; in connexion 
with the Service for the Visitation of the Sick. Selected from 
various Authors. Edited bv the Rev. T. V. Posbery, M.A., Vicar of 
St. Giles's, Reading. Sixth £klition. 59. 6d. in doth, or Bt. 6d. in moroeeo. 

Jackson's (Bp. of Lincoln) Six Sermons on the Christian 

Character; preached in Lent. Seventh Edition. Small 8vo. 3t, 6d, 

James's (Rev. Dr.) Comment upon the Collects appointed 

to be used in the Church of England on Sundays and Holydayg through- 
out the Year. Fifteenth Edition. 12mo. 59. 

James's (Rev. Dr.) Christian Watchfulness in the Prospect 
of Sickness, Mourning, and Death. Eighth Edition. 12mo. 69. 
Cheap Editions of t\iese tv»o ^otV% mwj \i<i\«^^'^Tvw «a«h. 
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James's (Rev. Dr.) Evangelical Life, as seen in the Ex- 
ample of our Lord Jeans Christ. Second Edition. 12mo. 7s. 6d, 

James's (Rev. Dr.) Devotional Comment on the Mom- 
inff and Evening Services in the Book of Common Praver, in a Series of 
Plain Lectures. Second Edition. In 2 vols. 12mo. iOs. 6d, 

Inman's (Rev. Professor) Treatise on Navigation and 

Nautical Astronomy, for the Use of British Seamen. Thirteenth Edition, 
edited hy the Rev. 'J, W. Inman. Royal 8vo. Is, 

Inman's (Rev. Professor) Nautical Tables for the Use 
of British Seamen. New Edition, edited hy the Rev. J. W. Inman. 
Royal 8vo. 14». 

Kaye's (Bishop) Accomit of the Writings and Opinions 

of Justin Martyr. Third Edition. 8vo. 7». 

Kaye's (Bishop) Ecclesiastical History of the Second and 

Third Centuries, Illustrated from the Writings of Tertullian. Third 
Edition. Bvo. Ids, 

Kaye's (Bishop) Accomit of the Writings and Opinions of 
Clement of Alexandria. Bvo. 128. 

Kaye's (Bishop) Accomit of the Council of Nicsea, in 

connexion with the Life of Athanasius. 8vo. Bs, 

Kennaway's (Rev. C. E.) Consolatio ; or, Comfort for the 

Afflicted. Selected from various Authors. With a Preface hy the Bishop 
of Oxford. Eleventh Edition. Small 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Knowles's (Rev. E. H.) Notes on the Epistle to the He- 
hrews, with Analysis and Brief Paraphrase; for Theological Students. 
Crown 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

Lee's (Archdeacon) Eight Discourses on the Inspiration of 

Holy Scripture. Fourth Edition. Bvo. I5t. 

Lee's (Rev. F. O.) The Words from the Cross : Seven Ser- 
mons for Lent and Passion-tide. Second Edition. Small 8vo. 28. 6d, 

Lewis's (Rev. W. S.) Threshold of Revelation; or, Some 

Inquiry into the Province and True Character of the First Chapter of 
Genesis. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

London Diocese Book for 1865 : containing an account of the 
See and its Bishops ; of St. PauPs Cathedral, Westminster Ahhey, and 
the Chapels Royal; of the Rural Deaneries, Foreign Chaplaincies, &c. 
By John Uassard, Private Secretary to the Bishop of London. Crown 
8vo. 29. Sd. 

McCaul's (Rev. Dr.) Examination of Bp. Colenso's Diffi- 
culties with regard to the Pentateuch ; and some Reasons for believing in 
its Authenticity and Divine Origin. Th^ Library Edition. Crown 
8vo. 5f. 
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McCaul's (Rev. Dr.) Examination of Bp. Colenso's Difficul- 
ties with regard to the Pentateuch. Part 11. Crown 8to. 2r. 

Mackenzie's (Rev. H.) Ordination Lectures, delivered in 

Riseholme Palace Chapel, during Ember Weeki. Small 8vo. St. 

Contents : — Pastoral Government — Educational Work — Self-goTem- 
ment in the Pastor — Missions and their Reflex Results — Di88ent---Publie 
Teac^ng — Sunday Schools — Doctrinal Cobtroversj — Secular Aids. 

Maitland's (Rev. Dr.) Voluntary System; in a Series oi 

Letters. 12mo. 6«. 6d, 

Maitland's (Rev. Dr.) Dark Ages : a Series of Essays in 

illustration of the Religion and Literature of the Ninth, Tenth, ElerenUi, 
and Twelfth Centuries. Third Edition. 8yo. 12i, 

Maitland's (Rev. Dr.) Essays on Subjects connected with 

the Reformation in England. Svo. 15s. 

Malet's (Arthur) Metrical Version of the Psalms. Square 
16mo. 3s. 

Mansel's (Rev. Professor) Artis Logicae Rudimenta, from 

the Text of Aldrich; with Notes and Marginal References. Fourth 
Edition, corrected and enlarged. 8vo. lOs. 6a. 

Mansel's (Rev. Professor) Prolegomena Logica; an Inquiry 

into the Psychological Character of Logical Processes. Second Emtion. 
8vo. 10«. 6d. 

Mant's (Bishop) Book of Common Prayer and Adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments, with copious Notes, Practical and Histories], 
from approved Writers of the Church of England; including the Canons 
and Constitutions of the Church. New Edition. In one volume super- 
royal 8vo. 24«. ' ^ 

Mant's (Bishop) Happiness of the Blessed considered as to 

the Particulars of their State; their Recognition of each other in that 
State ; and its Difference of Degrees. Seventh Edition. 12mo. 4s. 

Margaret Stourton ; or, a Year of Governess Life. Ele- 
gantly printed in small 8vo. Price 5s. 

Markhy's (Rev. Thomas) The Man Christ Jesus; or, the 

Daily Life, and Teaching of our Lord, in Childhood and Manhood on 
Earth. Crown 8vo. 9s. 6rf. ' 

Marriott's (Rev. Wharton B.) Adelphi of Terence with 

English Notes. Small 8vo. Ss. ' 

Marsh's (Bishop) Comparative View of the Churches of 

England and Rome : with an Appendix on Church Authority, the Cha- 
nicter of Schism, and the Rock on which our Saviour declared that He 
would build His Church. TWii ^\\aftXL. ^m^Wft^o. Gs. 
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Massingberd's (Eev. F. C.) Lectures on the Prayer-Book. 

Small 8yo. ds,6d, 

Mayd's (Eev. W.) Sunday Evening ; or, a Short and Plain 
Exposition of the Gospel for every Sunday in the Year. Crown 8vo. 
5s. 

Medd's (Rev. P. G-.) Household Prayer ; with Morning and 

Evening Readings for a Month. Small 8vo. is, 6d, » 

Melvill's (Rev. H.) Sermons. Vol. I., Sixth Edition. Vol. 

II., Fourth Edition. lOs. 6d. each, 

Melvill's (Rev. H.) Sermons on some of the less prominent 

Facts and References in Sacred Story. Second Series. 8vo. 10«. 6d, 

Melvill's (Rev. H.) Selection from the Lectures delivered 

at St. Margaret*8, Lothhury, on the Tuesday Mornings in the Years 1850, 
1851,1852. Small 8vo. 

Middleton's (Bp.) Doctrine of the Greek Article applied 
to the Criticism and Illustration of the New Testament. With Pre- 
fatory Ohservations and Notes, hy Hugh James Rose, B.D., late Principal 
of King's College, London. New Edition. 8vo. 12«. 

Mill's (Rev. Dr.) Analysis of Bishop Pearson on the Creed. 

Third Edition. 8vo. 5«. 

Miller's (Rev. J. K.) Parochial Sermons. Small 8vo. 4*. 6d, 
Monsell's (Rev. Dr.) Parish Musings ; or, Devotional Poems. 

Eighth Edition, elegantly printed on toned paper. Small 8vo. 28. 6d, 
Also, a Cheap Edition, price U. sewed, or Is. 6d. in limp cloth. 

Moore's (Rev. Daniel) The Age and the Gospel; Four 

Sermons preached hefore the University of Cambridge, at the Hulsean 
Lecture, 1864. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

Moreton's (Rev. Julian) Life and Work in Newfoundland: 
Reminiscences of Thirteen Years spent there. Crown 8vo., toiih a Map 
and four Illustrations. 5s. 6d, 

Mozley's (Rev. J. B.) Review of the Baptismal Controversy. 
8vo. 9s. 6d. 

Nixon's (Bishop) Lectures, Historical, Doctrinal, and Prac- 
tical, on the Catechiim of tho Church of England. Sixth Edition. 
8vo. 18«. 

Notes on WUd Flowers. By a Lady. Small 8vo. 9*. 
Old Man's (The) Ramhles. Sixth and cheaper Edition. 

18mo. 3s. 6d. 
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Parkinsoii's (Canon) Old Church Clock. Pourfch Edition. 
Small 8yo. ia.Sd. 

Parry's (Mrs.) Young Christian's Sunday Evening; or, 
Conyemtions on Scripture History. In 3 vola. small 8to. Sold 
separately: 

First Series : on the Old Testament Fourth Edition. 6s. 6d^ 
Second Series : on the Gospels. Third Edition. Js. 
Third Series : on the Acts. Second Edition. 4*. 6d. 

Parry's (Eev. E. St. John) School Sermons preax^hed at 

Leamington College. Small 8vo. is. 6d. 

Pearson's Exposition of the Creed ; edited hy Temple Che- 

yallier, B.D., Professor of Mathematics in the University of Durham, 
and late Fellow and Tutor of St. Catharine^s College, Cambridge. Second 
Edition. 8yo. lOs. 6d. 

Peile's (Eev. Dr.) Annotations on the Apostolical Epistles. 
New Edition. 4 vols. 8vo. 429. 

Pepys's (Lady C.) Quiet Moments : a Four Weeks' Course 
of Thoughts and Meditations before Eyening Prayer and at Sunset 
Fourth Edition. Small Svo. 3s. 6d. 

Pepvs's (Lady C.) Morning Notes of Praise : a Companion 

Volume. Second Edition. 3s. 6d. 

Pepys's (Lady C.) Thoughts for the Hurried and Hard- 
working. Second Edition, in laige print, price Is. sewed, or Is. 6d. in 
limp cloth. 

Pinder's (Eev. Canon) Sermons on the Book of Common 

Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments. To which are now added, 
Several Sermons on the Feasts and Fasts of the Church, preached in the 
Cathedral Church of Wells. Third Edition. 12mo. 7«. 

Pindar's (Eev. Canon) Sermons on the Holy Bays observed 

in the Church of England throughout the Year. Second Edition. I2mo. 
6s. 6d. 

Pinder's (Eev. Canon) Meditations and Prayers on the Ordi- 
nation Service for Deacons. Small Svo. ds. 6d. 

Pinder's (Eev. Canon) Meditations and Prayers on the Ordi- 
nation Service for Priests. Small Svo. 3s. 6d. 

Plain Sermons. By Contributors to the "Tracts for tiie 

Times." In 10 vols. Svo., 6s. 6d. each. (Sold separately.) 

This Series contains 347 original Sermons of moderate length, written 
in simple language, and in an earnest and impressive style, forming a 
copious body of practical Theology, in accoraance with the Doctrines 
of the Church of England. They are particularly suited for family reading. 
The last Volume contains a general Index of Subjects, and a Table of 
the Sermons adapted lo l\iQ v«xvo\i%^eumi^ Oluistian Year. 
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Prayers for the Sick and Dying. By the Author of " Sick- 
ness, its Trials and Blessings.** Fourth Edition. Small 8vo. 2s. 6d, 

Priest (The) to the Altar ; or, Aids to the Devout Celehra- 
tion of Holy Communion, chiefly after the Ancient English Use of Sarum. 
8vo. 7s. Qd. 

Public Schools (The) Calendar for 1865. Edited by a Gra- 

duate of the University of Oxford. Small 8to. (pp, 570). 6«. 

\* This Work is intended to furnish Annually an account of the 
Foundations and Endowments of the Schools ; of the Course of Study and 
Discipline; Scholarships and Exhibitions; Fees and other Expenses; 
School Prizes and University Honours ; Recreations and Vacations ; Reli- 
gious Instruction ; and other useful information. 

Pusey's (Eev. Dr.) Commentary on the Minor Prophets: 

with Introductions to the several Books. In 4to. 
Parts I., II., III., price Bs. each, are already published. 

Pusey's (Eev. Dr.) Daniel the Prophet; Nine Lectures 

delivered in the Divinity School. Third Thousand. Bvo. 12s. 

Eamsay (Dean) on Christian Eesponsibility. Small 8vo. 
Eeminiscences by a Clergyman's Wife. Edited by the Dean 

of Canterbury. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 3». 6d. 

Schmitz's (Dr. L.) Manual of Ancient History, fix)m the 
Remotest Times to the Overthrow of the Western Empire, ▲.D. 476. 
Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 7«. 6d. 

This Work, for the convenience of Schools, may be had in Two Parts, 
sold separately, viz. : — 

Vol. I., containing, besides the History of India and the other Asiatic 
Nations, a complete History of Greece. 4». 

Vol. II., containing a complete History of Rome. 4s. 

Schmitz's (Dr. L.) Manual of Ancient Geography. Crown 

8vo. 68. 

Schmitz's (Dr. L.) History of the Middle Ages. In 2 

vols. Vol. I. (from the Downfall of the Western Empire, a.d. 476, to 
the Crusades, a.d. 1096.) Crown 8vo. 7$. 6d. 

Scripture Eecord of the Life and Times of Samuel the 

Prophet. By the Author of ** Scripture Record of the Blessed Virgin." 
Small 8vo. 3s. 

Seymour's (Eev. E.) and Mackarness's (Eev. J. F.) Eighteen 

Years of a Clerical Meeting : being the Minutes of the Alcester Clerical 
Association, from 1842 to 1 860 ; with a Preface on the Revival of Ruri- 
decanai Chapters. Crown 8vo. 6m. 6d, 

Sickness, its Trials and Blessings. Seventh Edition. Small 
8vo. 3«. 6d. Also, a cheaper j&dition, for distribution, 2«. 6d. 
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A SELECTION FROM 



Slade's (Eev. Canon) Twenty-one Prayers composed from 

the PMlma for the Sick and AfSicted : ^th other Forms of Prajer, and 
Hints and Directions for the Visitation of the Sick. Seventh Edition. 
12mo. 3s. 6d. 

Slade's (Rev. Canon) Plain Parochial Sermons. 7 vols. 12mo. 

6«. each. Sold separately. 

Smith's (Rev. J. G.) Life of Our Blessed Saviour: an 

Epitome of the Gospel Narrative, arranged in order of time from the latest 
BTarmonies. With Introduction and ^R>tes. Square 16mo. 2s. 

Smith's (Rev. Dr. J. B.) Manual of the Rudiments of 

Theology: containing an Abridgment of Tomline*s Elements; an Analysis 
of Paley's Evidences ; a Summary of Pearson on the Creed ; and a brief 
Exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles, chiefly from Burnet ; Explanation 
of Jewish Rites and Ceremonies, &c. &c Fifth Edition. 12mb. 8f. 6d. 

Smith's (Rev. Dr. J. B.) Compendium of Rudiments in 

Theology : containing a Digest of Bishop Butler*s Analogy ; an Epitome 
of Dean Graves on the Pentateuch ; and an Analysis of Bishop Newton 
on the Prophecies. Second Edition. 12mo. 98. 

Talbot's (Hon. Mrs. J. C.) Parochial Mission-Women ; their 

Work and its Fruits. Second Edition. Small 8vo. In limp doth, 2s. 

Thornton's (Rev. T.) Life of Moses, in a Course of Village 

Lectures; with a Preface Critical of Bishop Colenso^s Work on the 
Pentateuch. Small 8vo. 3s. &d. 

Threshold (The) of Private Devotion. Second Edition. 
18mo. 2s. 

Townsend's (Canon) Holy Bible, containing the Old and 
New Testaments, arranged in Historical and Chronological Order. With 
copious Notes and Indexes. Fifth Edition. In 2 vols., imperial 8vo., 
21*. each (sold separatelv). 

Also, an Edition of this Arrangement of the Bible without the Notes, 
in One Volume, 14s. 

TroUope's (Rev. W.) Iliad of Homer from a carefully cor- 
rected Text ; with copious English Notes, illustrating the Grammatical 
Construction, the Manners and Customs, the Mythology and Antiquities 
of the Heroic Ages ; and Preliminary Observations on points of Classical 
interest Fifth Edition. 8vo. 15s. 

Trollope's (Rev. W.) Excerpta ex OvidiL Metam. et Epistolse. 

With English Notes, and an Introduction, containing Rules for Con- 
struing, a Parsing Praxis, &c. Third Edition. 12mo. 3s. 6d, 

TroUope's (Rev. W.) Bellmn Catilinarimn of Sallust, and 

Cicero^s Four Orations against Catiline ; with English Notos and Intro- 
duction. Together with the Bellum Jugurthiuum of Sallust. Third 
Edition. 12mo. 3s. 6d, 

I Truth without Prejudice. "EowitiiEdition. Small 8vo. 3*. 6d, 
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Tyler's (Eev. O, B.) Doctrine and Practice of the Christian 

Life, in a Series of Sermons. Second Edition. Small 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Vidal's (Mrs.) Tales for the Bnsh. Originally published in 
Australia. Fourth Edition. Small 8vo. 5s. 

Virgilii iEneidos Libri I — ^VI ; with English Notes, chiefly 
from the Edition of P. Wapjner, by T. Clayton, M.A., and C. S. Jerram, 
M.A. Small 8yo. 4s. Sd. 

Warter's (Eev. J. W.) The Sea-board and the Down ; or, 

My Parish in the South. In 2 vols, small 4to. Elegantly printed in 
Antique type, with Illustrations. 28s. 

Webster's (Eev. W.) Syntax and Synonyms of the Greek 

Testament. 8vo. 9s. 

The Syntax is based uponDonald- 
8on*8, with extracts from the writings 
of Archbishop Trench, Dean Alford, 
Dr. Wordsworth, but more espe- 
cially from Bishop Ellicott, and the 
worlc on the Romans by Dr. Yaughan. 
Considerable use has also been made 
of the Article in the " Quarterly 
Review " for January, 1863. 

Welchman's Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, 
illustrated with Notes. New Edition. 2s. Or, interleaved with blank 
paper, 3s. 

Wilberforce's (Bp. of Oxford) History of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in America. Third Edition. Small 8vo. 5s. 

Wilberforce's (Bp. of Oxford) RocW Island, and other Simi- 
litudes. Twelfth Edition, with Cuts. 18mo. 2s. 

Wilberforce's (Bp. of Oxford) Sermons preached before the 

Queen. Sixth Edition. 12mo. 6s. 

Wilberforce's (Bp. of Oxford) Selection of Psahns and Hymns 

for Public Worship. New Edition. 32mo. Is. eocA, or 3/. iOs. per hundred, 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) The Psahns interpreted of Christ ; 
a Devotional Commentary. YoL I. Small 8vo. /s. 6d, 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Devotional Commentary on the 

Gospel Narrative. 8 vols, small 8vo. 3^. 6s. 
Sold separately as follows : — 

Thoughts on the Study of the Gospels. 8s. 
Harmony of the Evangelists. 8s. 6d. 
The Nativity (extending to the CalUng of St Matthew). 8s. 6d, 
Second Y ear of the Ministry. 8s. 
Third Year of the Ministry. 8s. 6rf. 
The Holy Week. 8s. 6rf. The Passion. 8s. 

The Resurrection. 8s. 



The chapter on Synonyms treats 
of many words which have not been 
noticed by other writers. In another 
chapter attention is drawn to some 
passages in which the Authorized 
Version is incorrect, inexact, insuf- 
ficient, or obscure. Copious Indices 
are added. 



A SELECnON FBOM 



Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Apocalypse, with Notes and Beflec 

tions. Small 8vo. Ss.M, 

Williams's (Eev. Isaac) Beginning of tlie Book of Genesii 
with Notes and ReflectionB. Small 8to. 7«. 6d. 

Williams's (Rev, Isaac) Sermons on the Characters of th 
Old Tettament Second Edition. 6s. 6d, 

Williams's (Eev. Isaac) Female Characters of Holy Scrip 

ture ; in a Series of Sermons. Second Edition. Small 8vo. 58. 6d* 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Plain Sermons on the Latter Par 

of the Catechism ; heing the Conclusion of the Series contained in th 
Ninth Volume of " Plain Sermons.** 8to. Ss. 6d, 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Complete Series of Sermons on th 

Catechism. In one Volume. 1^. 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Sermons on the Epistle and Gospe 

for the Sundays and H0I7 Days throughout the Year. Second Edition 
In 3 vols, small 8vo. 16s. 6d. 

%♦ The Third Volume, on the Saints' Days and other Holy Days 
the Church, may he had separately, price Ss. 6d. 

Williams's (Rev. Isaac) Christian Seasons ; a Series of Poems 

Small 8to. ds. 6d. 

Wilson's (Eev. Plmnpton) Meditations and Prayers foi 
Persons in Private. Fourth Edition, elegantly printed in I8mo. 4$, 6d. 

Wilson's (late Bp. of Sodor and Man) Short and Plain In- 
struction for the Better Understanding of the Lord's Supper. To whicl 
is annexed, The Office of the Holy Communion, with Proper Helps and 
Directions. Pocket size. Is. Also, a larger Edition, 2$. 

Wilson's (late Bp. of Sodor and Man) Sacra Privata ; Pri- 
yate Meditations and Prayers. Pocket size, Is. Also, a larger Eklition, 2f; 
These two Works may he had in various hindings. 

Wordsworth's (late Eev. Dr.) Ecclesiastical Biography ; or, 

Lives of Eminent Men connected with the History of Religion in Eng- 
land, from the Commencement of the Reformation to the Revolution. 
Selected, and Illustrated with Notes. Fourth Edition. In 4 vols. 8vo 
With 5 Portraits. 21. lis. 

Wordsworth's (Bp. of St. Andrew's) Christian Boyhood at 
a Public School : a Collection of Sermons and Lectures delivered at Win- 
chester College from 1836 to 1846. In 2 vols. 8vo. 1^ 4«. 

Wordsworth's (Bp. of St. Andrew's) Catechesis; or, Chris- 
/ tfan Instruction preparatory to Confirmation and Pint Communion. 
/ Third Edition. Crovrnftvo. ^.^d. 
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Wordsworth's (Archd.) New Testament of our Lord and 

Saviour JesuB Christ, in the ormnal Greek. With Notes, Introductions, 
and Indexes. New Edition. In Two Vols., imperial 8yo. 4/. 

Separately^ 

Part I. : The Four Gospels. \l. U, 

Part II. : The Acts of the Apostles. lOs. M. 

Part III. : The Epistles of St. Paul. 1/. ll*. 

Part lY. : The General Epistles and Book of Reyelation ; with Indexes. 
\l \8. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) The Holy Bihle. With Notes and 
Introductions. Part I., containing Genesis and Exodus. Imperial 8to. 
21«. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) Occasional Sermons preached in 

Westminster Ahbey. In 7 vols. 8vo. Vols. I., II., and III., 1$, each — 
Vols. IV. and V., &. each— Vol. VI., 7*.— Vol. VII., 6«. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) Theophilus Anglicanus ; or, In- 
struction concerning the Piinciples of the Church Uniyersal and the 
Church of England. New Edition. 5s. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) Eleiflents of Instruction on the 

Church ; being an Abridgment of the aboye. Second Edition. 2«. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) Journal of a Tour in Italy; with 
Reflections on the Present Condition and Prospects of Religion in that 
Country. Second Edition. 2 yols. post Byo. 159. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) On the Interpretation of the Bible. 

Fiye Lectures delivered at Westminster Abbey. 3s. Qd. 

Wordsworth's (Archd.) Holy Year: Hymns for Sundays 

and Holydays, and for other Occasions; with a preface on Hymnology. 
Third Edition, in lai|^er tvpe, square 16mo., cloth extra, 4«. Qd, 
Also an Edition with 'Tunes, 4s. 6<^. ; and a cheap Edition, 6til. 

Worgan's (Rev. J. H.) Divine Week ; or, Outlines of a Har- 
mony of the Geologic Periods with the Mosaic *'Days** of Creation. 
Crown 8yo. 5s. 

Yonge'g (C. D.) History of England from the Earliest 

Times to the Peace of Paris, 1856. With a Chronological Table of Con- 
tents. In one thick yolume, crown Byo. 12s. 

Though ayailable as a School-book, this yolume contains at much as 
three ordinnry octayos. It is written on a carefully digested plan, ample 
space being giyen to the last three centuries. All the best authorities haye 
been consulted. 



SELECTION FROM THE SCHOOL SERIES 

OP THI 

BEV. THOMAS KERCHEVEB ARNOLD, M.A. 

LATI PILLOW OP TRHflTT COLLTCB, CAMBRIDOB. 



Praotioal Introduotions to Greek, Latin, fte. 

Heniy's First Latin Book. Eighteenth Edition. 12mo. Si. 



The object of this work is to en- 
able the youngest boys to master the 
principal difficulties of the Latin lan- 
guage by easy steps, and to fnmish 
older students with a Manual for 



Self-Tuition. i be desirable. 



Great attention has lately been 
given to the improvement of what 
may be called its mechanical parts. 
The Vocabularies have been much 
extended, and greater uniformity of 
reference has been secured. A few 



rules have been omitted or dmpli- 
fled. Every thing hat been done 
which the long experience of the 
Editor, or the practice of his friendi 
in their own tchoolt bM shown to 



At the same time, no pains havi 
been spared to do this witnont alter 
ing in any waj the character of tin 
work, or making it inconTenient tn 
use it side by side with copies d 
earlier editions. 



%* A small book of Supplbmentart Exsrcisss iiinlis prett, 

A Second Latin Book, and Practical Grammar. Intended 

as a Sequel to Henry*s First Latin Book. Eighth Edition. 12mo. 4f. 

A First Yerse Book, Part I. ; intended as an esaj Intro- 
duction to the Latin Hexameter and Pentameter. Eightn EditioB. 
12mo. 2i, 

A First Yerse Book, Part II. ; containing additional Exe^ 

cises. Second Edition. Is, 

HistorisB Antiqnse Epitome, from Oomeliut Kepo9, Jtutm^ 
&c. With English Notes, Rules for Construing, Questions, Geognphio] 

Lists, &c. Seventh Edition. 4«. 

A First Classical Atlas, containing fifteen Maps, coloured 

in outline; intended as a Companion to the Histona AnUqum ESpUom 
8vo. 7s, 6d, 

A Practical Introduction to Latin Prose Composition. Pari 

I. Thirteenth Edition. 8vo. 6«. 6d. 

This Work is founded on the principles of imitation and fireonent npe 
tition. It is at once a Syntax, a Vocabulary, and an Exercise Book; anc 
considerable attention haa been paid to the subject of Synonjmet. It i 
now nsed at all, or ntarVy a\\, vi\iwJ^. 
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In the present Edition tbe whole 
work hM been corrected, the titma- 
lationa being carefully compared with 
the originals. The Alcaics and Sap- 
phics have been arranged in stanzas, 
and each kind of verse placed in a 
separate chapter, the old numbers 
of the Exercises being preserved 
for convenience in use. Other im- 
provements have been made which 
it is hoped will add to its value. 



A. Practical Introduction to Latin Prose Composition, Part 
II.; containing the Doctrine of Latin Particles, with Vocabulary, an 
Antibarbarus, &c. Fourth Edition. 8vo. 8$, 

A. Practical Introduction to Latin Yerse Composition. 

Fourth and Cheaper Edition, considerably revised. 12mo. 3s. 6d, 

This Work supposes the pupil to 
be alreadv capal )le of composinir 
verses easily when the "^/uU sense 
is given. Its object is to facilitate 
his transition to original composition 
in Elegiacs and Hexameters, and to 
teach him to compose the Alcaic 
and Sapphic stanzas : explanations 
and a tew exercises are also given 
on the other Horatian metres. A 
short Poetical Phraseology is added. 

GFradus ad Pamassum Novus Anticlepticus ; founded on 

Quicherat's Thesaurus PoeUau Lingua LcUinm^ 8vo. half -bound, iOt. 
%* A Prospectus, with specimen page, may be had of the Publishers. 

Longer Latin Exercises, Part I. Third Edition. 8vo. 4*. 

The object of this Work is to supply boys with an easy collection of 
tikort passages, as an Exercise Book for those who have gone once, at 
least, through the First Part of the Editor^s ** Practical Introduction to 
Latin Prose Composition.** 

Longer Latin Exercises, Part II. ; containing a Selection of 

Passages of greater length, in genuine idiomatic English, for Translation 
into Latin. 8vo. 4f. 

Materials for Translation into Latin : selected and arranged 

by Augustus Grotefend. Translated from the German by the Rev. H. 
H. Arnold, B.A., with Notes and Excursuses. Third Edition. 8vo. 
7t. W. 

1 Copious and Critical English-Latin Lexicon, by the Bey. 

T. K. Arnold and the Rev. J. K Riddle. Sixth Edition. \l 5f. 

^ Abridgment of the above Work, for the Use of Schools. 
By the Rev. J. C. Ebden, late Fellow and Tutor of Trinity Hall, Cam- 
bridge. Square 12mo. hound, 10«. 6(/. 



Che First Greek Book ; on the Plan of " Henry's First Latin 

Book.** Fifth Edition. 12mo. 5f. 

rhe Second Greek Book (on the same Plan) ; containing an 
Elementary Treatise on the Greek Particles and the Formation of Sreek 
Derivatives. 12mo. 5f. ^d. 
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BIYIErGTON'S SELECT LIST. 



A Practical Introdaction to Greek Accidence. Wi 

ExerciiM and Vocabulary. Serenth Edition. 8to. 5«. 6d. 

A Practical Introduction to Greek Prose Composition 

Tenth Edition. 8to. 5«. 6d. 

The objeet of this Work is to enable the Student, as soon 
decline and conjugate with tolerable fitcility, to translate simple 
after given examples, and with given words; the principles 
being principally those of imiiaiion and very frequent repeiUum 
once a Syntax, a Vocabulary, and an Exercise Book. 

Professor Madvig's Syntax of the Greek Language, ei 

of the Attic Dialect; translated by the Rev. Henry Brow 
Together with an Appendix on the Greek Particles; by the *! 
Square 8to. 8$. 6d. 

An Elementary Greek Grammar. 12mo. 5«. ; < 
Dialects, 6«. 

A Complete Greek «,nd English Lexicon for the P 

Homer, and the Homerids. Translated from the German o 
by Professor Smith. New and Revised Edition. Be. half-boum 

\* A Prospectus and specimen of this Lexicon may be Ium 

A Copious Phraseological English-Greek Lexicon, 

on a work prepared by J. W. Fradersdorff, Ph. Dr. of the Tayl 
tion, Oxford. Revised, Enlarged, and Improved by the Rev. T. ] 
M. A., formerly Fellow of TriniW College, Cambridge, and Hem 
M. A., Vicar of Pevensey, and Prebendary of Chichester. Thii 
corrected, with the Appendix incorporated. 8vo. 21«. 

%* A Prospectus, with specimen page, may be had. 



Classical Examination Papers. A Series of 9S I 

from Greek, Roman, and English Classics for Translation, with 
Questions and Notes ; each extract on a separate leaf. Price of 
in a^^cimen packet, 4«., or six copies of any Separate Paper n 



Keys to the following may be had by Tutors c 

First Latin Book, 1«. Second Latin Book, 2 

Cornelius Nepos, 1«. 
First Verse Book, U, Latin Verse Composi 

Latin Prose Composition, Parts I. and IL, \s. 6d. each. 
Longer Latin Exercises, Part L, 1«. 6d. Part II., 2a 

Greek Prose Composition, Part I.. 1«. Sd, Part II., 4a. 
First Gtce\L 'BooV,\s. M. Second, 2». 
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The First Hebrew Book ; on the Plan of " Henry's First 
Latin Book/' 12mo. Second Edition. 7«. 6<j. The Key. Second 
Edition. 3s. 6d, 

The Second Hebrew Book, containing the Book of Genesis ; 
together with a Hebrew Syntax, and a Vocabulary and Grammatical 
Commentary. 9s. 



The First German Book ; on the Plan of " Henry's First 

Latin Book.*' By the Bev. T. K. Arnold and Dr. Fradersdorfl^ Fifth 
Edition. 12mo. 58,6d, The Key, 2s. 6<2. 

A Beading Companion to the First German Book ; t^on- 

taining Extracts from the best Authors with a Vocabulary and Notes. 
12mo. Second Edition, 4s. 



The First French Book ; on the Plan of " Henry's First 
Latin Book." Fifth Edition. 12mo. 5s. 6d, Key to the Exercises. ' 
by Delille,2s. W. ^ 



Henry's English Grammar ; a Manual for Beginners. 12mo. 
3s. 

Spelling turned Etymology. Second Edition. 12mo. 
2s. 6d. 

The Pupil's Book, (a Companion to the above,) 1*. Sd, 
Latin via English ; being the Second Part of the above Work. 

Second -Edition. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

An Enghsh Grammar for Classical Schools ; being a Prac- 
tical Introduction to English Prose Composition.** Sixth Edition. 
12mo. 4s. 6d. 



Handbooks for the Classical Student, with Questions. 

Ancient History and G^eography. Translated from the Ger- 
man of PUtz, by the Yen. Archdeacon Paid. Second Edition. ]2mo. 
68, 6d, 

Mediaeval History and Geography. Translated from the 
German of PUtz. By the same. 12mo. 4s. 

Modem History and G^graphy. Translated from the Ger- 
man of PUtz. By the same. 12mo. 5f . 6d. 
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Grecian Antiquities. By Professor Bojesen. Tra 
from the G^ennan Venion of Dr. Hofla. Bj th« lame. Second 
12mo. St. 6d, 

Roman Antiquities. By Professor Bojesen. Second I 

Hebrew Antiquities. By the Rev. Henry Browne, 
Prebendary of Chichester. 12mo. 4j. 

This Work describes the manners and customs of the 
Hebrews which were common to them with other nations, and 
and ordinances which distinguished them as the chosen people Isn 

Greek Synonymes. From the French of Pillon. 6*. 

Latin Synonymes. From the German of Doderlein. 
lated by tfie Rot. H. H. Arnold. Second Edition. 4s, 



Aniold*8 School Classics. 

Cornelius Nepos, Part I. ; with Critical Questions ar 

swers, and an imitative Exercise on each Chapter. Fourth 
12mo. 4f. 

EclofffiB OvidiansB, with English Notes; Part I. (fro 

Elegiac Poems.) Tenth Edition. 12mo. 2s. 6d. 

EclogsB OvidiansB, Part II. (from the Metamorphoses.) 
The Mneid of Virgil, with English Notes. 12mo. 6^ 
The Works of Horace, followed by English Introdi: 

and Notes, adapted for School use. 12mo. 7s. 

Cicero. — Selections from his Orations, with English ! 

from the best and most recent sources. Contents : — The Fourth 
the Impeachment of Verres, the Four Speeches iwainst Catiline, 
Speech for the Poet Archias. Second Edition. l2mo. 4«. 

Cicero, Part II. ; containing Selections from his Ej 
arranged in the order of time, with Accounts of the Consuls, 
each year, &c. With English Notes from the best Commenta 
pecially Matthias. 12mo. os. 

Cicero, Part III.; containing the Tusculan Disput 

(entire). With English Notes from Tischer, by the Rev. Arc] 
Paul Second Edition. 58. 6d. 

Cicero, Part IV. ; containing De Finibus Malorum e 

norum. (On the Supreme Good.) With a Preface, English Not 
parti V from Madvig and o\\vw%,Vj James Beaven, D.] 

Profensor of Theology m ¥.\n%'% CoW^i^^^'lwiwiXa. Ybsva. 6<i 
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Cicero, Part V. ; containing Cato Major, sive De Senectute 

Dialogus; with English Notes from Sommerbrodt, by the Rev. Heurj 
Browne, M.A., Canon of Chichester. J2mo. 29. 6d, 

Homer for Beginners. — The First Three Books of the Iliad, 

with English Notes ; forming a sufficient Commentary for Young Students. 
Third Edition. 12mo. 'ds. 6d, 

Homer. — The Hiad Complete, with English Notes and 

Grammatical References. Third Edition. In one thick 'volume, 12mo. 
half-bound. 12s. 

In this Edition, the Argument of each Book is divided into short Sec- 
tions, which are prefixed to those portions of the Text, respectively, which 
they describe. The Notes (principally from Dubner) are at the foot of 
each page. At the end of the volume are useful Appendices. 

Homer. — The Hiad, Books I. to IV. ; with a Critical In- 
troduction, and copious English Notes. Second Edition. 12mo. 7«* 6d, 

Demosthenes, with English Notes from the best and most 

recent sources, Sauppe, Doberenz, Jacobs, Dissen, Westermann, &c. 
The Olynthiac Orations. Second Edition. 12mo. 3s. 
The Oration on the Crown. Second Edition. 12mo. 4f. 6d, 
The Philippic Orations. Second Edition. 12mo. 4t. 

iGschines. — Speech against Ctesiphon. 12mo. 4i8. 

The Text is that of Baiter and Saiippe ; the Notes are by Professor 
Champlin, with additional Notes by President Woolsey and the Editor. 

Sophocles, with English Notes, from Schneidewin. By the 

Yen. Archdeacon Paul, and the Rev. Henry Browne, M.A. 

The Ajax. 3*.— The Philoctetes. 3«— The CEdipus Tyrannus. 4».— 
The (Edipus Coloneus. As. — The Antigone. 4«. 

Euripides, with English Notes, from Hartung, DUbner, 
Witzschel, Schbne, &c. 

The Hecuba.— The Hippolytus The Bacchs.— The Medex— Tho 

Iphigenia in Tauris, 39. eack. 

Aristophanes. — Eclogae AristophanicsB, with English Notes, 
by Professor Felton. Part I. (The Clouds.) 12mo. Ss, 6d. Part IL 
(The Birds.) 3s. 

%* In this Edition the obJectionabU passages are omitted. 



A Descriptive Catalogue of the whole of Amold^s School 
Series, may be had gratis. 
Also, Sivington's complete Classified School Catalogue. 



Publishing Monthly, price Is, 



OF 

LITERATURE, RELIGION, SCIENCE, AND ART. 



Ck>n1;ent8 of Ho. 4, for April, 1866. 

1. Pbofessob Kingsley. 

2. "Abt Thotj a Knro tkes?" 

3. The Two Sistebs of St. Clabe. 

4. Life's Equipage. By the Author of "The Gentle lAfeP 

II. On a Wedding-Ring. 
6. Oy THE Eabth as a Habitation. By Professor D. T. Jnsted, 
MJL,, F,It,S, II. Temperature. 

6. Inspieation. 

7. John Leech. 

8. The Obsolete PHBASEOLoaY of Shakespeabe. By C Ma$a- 

field Inglehy, LL,I>, 

9. Some Memobials of Westminsteb Abbey. the Author of 

*' Memorials of Westminster" Introductory. 

10. Thbeb Yeabs in the Inquisition at Lisbon in the XIX 

Centuby. In Three Parts. II. The Imprisonment. 

11. "With the Wild Beasts." 

12. Things New and Old. By the JSditor. The Lobd's Prayer. 

Partn. 
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